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Past Potentates
Craig T. Hinshaw 2010

* George E. Proctor 2009
Ronald M. Elliott 2008

* Jerry Markovich 2007
William Wimmenauer, Jr. 2006
Jeffery P. Zaring  2005
Barry R. Cook  2004
Edgar R. McGonigal  2003
John. A. Friend, Sr. 2002
John. A. Cinotto  2001
Gary W. Lewis  2000
Michael R. St. Pierre 1999

* Charles W. Griffith  1998
* Robert E. Hancock 1997

Alex L. Rogers  1996
Joey L. Scott  1995

* Herbert E. Smith, Ed.D. 1994
Larry D. Jefferson  1993
Philip C. Thrasher  1992
Roger R. Mosser  1991

* Glenn H. Speckman, M.D. 1990
* Robert L. Anderson  1989

William S. Spyr  1988
* John R. Nichols  1987
* Wilfred K. Walther  1986
* Wesley G. Kidwell  1985
* Ivan C. Frakes  1984
* Francis E. Preston  1983
* Ward L. Duncan  1982

Robert W. Wilds  1981
* Harry J. Harman  1980
* Robert H. Stone  1979
* Robert P. Dellen  1978
* Edward M. Evans  1977
* Lee B. Townley  1976
* Joe E. Woodfill  1975

R. Donald Edwards  1974
* Richard Alexander  1973
* John R. Barney  1972
* William Coons, Jr. 1971
* C. Kyle Hughes  1970
* Richard Hunt  1969
* Howard D. Foley  1968
* C. William Lantz  1967
* F.E. Thomburgh  1966
* Charles H. Ellis  1965
* Alex M. Clark  1964
* Evert A. Johnson  1963
* Clarence T. Drayer  1962
* Floyd Gatewood  1961
* Robert H. Brown  1960
* George L. Stalker  1959
* Ben Roberts  1958
* J. Worth Baker  1957
* Edwin K. Steers  1956
* Cecil M. Byrne  1955
* A.J. Sieloff  1954
* Harry Geisel  1953
* Paul E. Rathert  1952
* Glen A. Campbell  1951
* A. Marshall Springer  1950
* Max A. Blackburn  1949
* Calvin A. Richey  1948
* Wm. Bodenhamer, D.O. 1947
* William A. Hoefgen  1946
* Ray J. Sever  1945
* Ike Riley  1944
* F.L. Tompkins  1943 
* Clyde E. Titus  1942
* Dewey E. Myers  1941
* Fred B. McNeely  1940
* Lloyd D. Claycombe  1939
* Granville A. Richey  1938
* Edwin E. Temperley  1937
* C.E. Cox, M.D. 1935-36
* Herschel M. Tebay  1934
* Edgar Hart  1933
* Edward B. Raub  1932
* Leslie D. Clancy  1931
* Frank G. Laird  1930
* Arthur R. Robinson  1929
* William H. Bockstahler  1928
* Arthur B. Wagner  1927
* George M. Spiegel  1926
* Charles J. Orbison  1924-25
* Louis G. Buddenbaum  1923
* John E. Milnor  1922
* Edward J. Schoonover  1921
* Elmer F. Gay  1920
* Leon T. Leach  1918-19
* Henry W. Klaussman  1917
* Paul H. Krauss  1916
* Charles Mayer  1914-15
* Denton F. Billingsley  1913
* Elias J. Jacoby  1907-12
* Horace E. Smith  1906
* A.W.W. Thomson  1903-05
* Chalmers Brown  1898-02
* John T. Brush  1884-97

* (Deceased)

P O T E N TAT E  M E S S A G E

Potentate’s Message
It seems like I just wrote my first article

and now it's the last one.  
I've been many places over the last seven

years—places I probably would have never
been, like Canada or San Antonio, but always
wanted to visit. I've met many wonderful and
interesting people … made friends I would never
have met and feel richer for having met them.
Like Task Force 1, first responders, and firemen
who are on the front of this magazine. What an
amazing group of people. They don't consider
themselves heroes but in my heart, every single
one of them is. By the way, the German
Shepherd in the picture is the last remaining res-
cue dog alive that went to Ground Zero.

I want to thank everyone who has helped
me on this journey. From your advice, wisdom
or simply a joke and a smile, you have enriched
my life. I would like to thank Mike Moxley and
Cliff Lewis for their support in putting the mag-
azine together and doing a lot when at times I
did not meet the deadline, but they still pulled
it off. The cover photo is a great example as it
was shot on November 5. I also need to thank
our own "paparazzi," Imperial Photographer
Bob Wilson, for taking that shot among hun-
dreds of others along with Joe Krebsbach and
the rest who took pictures to document the
year. On November 5, I also had the honor of
rededicating the Logansport Shrine Club—what
a wonderful day. 

I want to thank Ill. Sir Jeff Zaring for hav-
ing the faith in me to be a leader of Murat, and
finally I want to thank all of the nobility for put-
ting your trust in me and supporting me over
the years. Thank you all. It has been a real
honor to serve you.

I started out the year with the theme "We
Are Family" so most of all I want to thank my fam-

ily for allowing me to make this seven-year jour-
ney. I had to take time away from family and work
but you all continued to support me—thanks so
much to all of you, especially my wife Deb.

I wish you all the best in the coming year.
I know Murat will be in good hands in the com-
ing new year and ask you all to give Charlie
your support.

Finally, I ask you all to remember why
you became Shriners. Our hospital kids depend
on us to support them; let’s not let them down. 

On December 3, we will have a full cere-
monial dedicated to Illustrious Sir Jeffery P.
Zaring. Please bring a candidate. 

I wish you all peace, health, and prosper-
ity in the coming year and may God Bless you
and guide you. 

I leave you with part of a poem written by
Cheryl Sawyer which is on the monument at the
Beams Memorial:

“We are
One color
One class
One generation
One gender
One faith
One language
One body
One family
One soul
One people
We are The Power of One”
We Are One
We Are Family

Yours in Faith,

Kevin D. Rhodes
Illustrious Potentate

About the Cover : Indiana Task For ce 1  (IN-TF1 ) B Y  T I M  W H I TA K E R
On Saturday morning, November 5, 2011, Illustrious Sir Potentate Kevin D. Rhodes, the 100th Potentate of Murat Shrine, met

and greeted members of the Indiana Task Force 1 Team.
The meeting took place at the 911 Memorial site located on the Canal in downtown Indianapolis. The purpose of the meet-

ing was to recognize, thank and present a plaque to Team Leader Battalion Chief Tom Neal and other members of the Task Force
for their dedicated service to our community.

The history of the “Task Force Team” goes all the way back to 1992 when a small underfunded group of rescue personnel
and firefighters joined together, training and working to become an elite group of rescue personnel  capable of deploying anywhere
in the continental United States. (CONUS) 

Equipped with first-rate heavy rescue equipment, sophisticated electronic equipment, search and rescue canines, and high-
ly trained search and rescue specialists, the small group has now grown to more than 200 highly trained men and women. 

One of only 28 specialized teams, Indiana Task Force 1 (IN-TF1) is highly trained through grants and monies from the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and is now considered one of the best
Urban Search and Rescue Teams (USAR) in the United States.

This local Team has been deployed nationally to the World Trade Center after the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks; Biloxi,
Mississippi, after Hurricane Katrina; Louisiana and Texas after Hurricanes Gustav and Ike; and locally to Lafayette, Evansville, and
Indianapolis after severe weather struck those areas of our state.

Potentate Rhodes is very proud of the Team and its members, and it was his honor to recognize our own “LOCAL HEROS”
of Task Force 1.
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CHIEF RABBAN CHARLIE “FLATFOOT” CRABTREE & LADY FAYE
CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO THE 2012 POTENTATE’S BALL

Oh What 
A Night…
March 24, 2011
Murat Egyptian Room
Featuring Double Exposure

Ball only $45 per couple
Ball & Dinner $100 per couple

Tables of 8 as requested by Units and Clubs
All seats are reserved
Advance reservations are required
Formal attire with Fez

Oasis Lounge – Social 4:45 p.m.
Arabian Room – Dinner 6 p.m.
Egyptian Room – Doors open 7:30 p.m.
Introductions 8 p.m.
Dancing 9 p.m. to midnight 
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Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year!

From our family to yours
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Estimates

Fully Insured

Texturing

Painting & Drywall

Fire & Storm

Restoration

NOBLE LARRY DAVIS

533 S. Luett 

Indianapolis, IN 46241

317.244.8546

Recorder’s Message 
Ed Wolfe

As we approach the end of 2011, it's hard to believe how
fast this year has gone. As we reflect back on 2011, we have
experienced many great parades, events and a Shrine Circus.
I would like to thank each noble for their hard work, loyalty,
and commitment to Murat and the Shriners Hospitals. By the
time you receive your December magazine, we will have had
a great ceremonial on December 3. Please take the time to
welcome theses new nobles to the fraternity and invite them

to attend your Club or Unit meeting. A happy Shriner only
makes the fraternity grow stronger!

There are several important dates to remember in
December. We have the Kids' Christmas party on December 11
and this is always a well-attended event. Several Clubs/Units
will be hosting their annual holiday parties and installation of
officers for 2012. December 19 is the Stated Meeting and elec-
tion of officers for 2012.

Flying Fezzes
John Ellis

The Flying Fez
were again pleased to
participate in the
Martinsville Fall Foliage
Festival Parade. Our air-
plane performed won-
derfully in the parade
with David Beaman as
the "pilot." Members
who participated in the
parade or helped with
setup were Bob
Ferguson, Terry "PeeWee" Kimble, David Beaman, Bill Reisa,
Bill Lambing, John Blaydoe, and John Ellis. Many thanks to
those who participated. We had a great time! Additional
thanks to "PeeWee" for hosting another wonderful get-togeth-
er at his house following the parade!

At our Stated Meeting on October 10, it was announced
that the Flying Fez Christmas party for the members will be
held on Monday, December 12. Further details will be forth-
coming. The Christmas party for the kids at Lutherwood Social
Services will be held on December 22. Please mark your cal-
endars for these great annual events.

During our Stated Meeting, President Ellis presented an
interesting video of the Air Adventure Museum at Oshkosh,
WI. This museum is virtually a "tour" of aviation history from
Orville and Wilbur Wright to modern-day experimental air-
craft. The museum has many interesting exhibits of aircraft
constructed by individuals here in the U.S. Many of our mem-
bers who viewed the presentation have been to the museum
and were very happy they had made the trip. This video
brought back many memories of their visit to the museum.

Our November Stated Meeting on the 14th was devoted
to electing the 2012 officers and board members.

Bill Reisa, President John Ellis, and
Vice President Bill Lambing.



THE MURAT MAGAZINE8

H O S P I TA L  N E W S

I Am Forever Grateful
G O R D O N  J  H U S K ,  C H A I R M A N ,  B O A R D  O F  G O V E R N O R S ,  S H R I N E R S  H O S P I TA L ®– C H I C A G O

From an early age, Sara Champ
played sports, participated in 4-H,
made excellent grades and had

many friends. When she was 13, she began
to experience agonizing back pain. She
says, “After nearly two years of hearing
doctor after doctor tell me I was creating
my own pain and that I should ‘just learn
to deal with it,’ my mother heard of
Shriners Hospitals from a friend and decid-
ed to do some research on the hospital.”

Sara continues, “After completing
application forms and being recommended
by a Shriner who works with my father, I
was accepted as a patient at Shriners
Hospital in Chicago. I was 15 years old at
that time. I was diagnosed with a fractured
L5 vertebra by a specialist at Shriners
Hospital and was on my way to recovery
in the blink of an eye. I was diagnosed
during my very first appointment and
began the healing process. I was in a back
brace for a while, went through a rigorous
physical therapy program, and eventually
was given a pain-blocking shot in my
lower back. Before receiving treatment at
Shriners Hospital, the pain made it impos-
sible to participate in athletics. I also had
learned to alter my daily activities to com-
pensate for the pain. Because of my
incredible experience with Shriners, I am
now able to function normally on a daily
basis, and I am even running in my spare
time. I realized my medical condition was
far less severe than some of the other
patients I saw in the hospital. I was
amazed at the wonderful care we all
received.”

Sara and her family are extremely
grateful for the medical care she received.
Sara recently said, “After experiencing the hospital and its
incredible staff, I felt moved to give back. A high school
assignment was a senior project that would benefit the com-
munity in some way. I chose to go beyond my close commu-
nity by raising money for the Chicago Shriners Hospital where
I was treated. I began the project in my junior year by digital-
ly creating, printing, and selling a memoir book for my high
school's football team. I also made a memoir book for my sen-
ior class as well as hosted a staff vs. student flag football game.

I chose football as the subject of my proj-
ect to help inform my community of the
annual East-West Shrine Game and about
what those men with the ‘funny little hats’
in the parades stand for. By the end of my
senior year, I had raised more than $500
for my project and received an award for
my hard work. Though the "A" on my
project symbolizes achievement, I do not
plan to stop there. I am very excited about
the future and I hope to accomplish all of
the goals I have set for myself.”

Obviously, the medical care she
received invigorated Sara. Here are some
of her accomplishments: Jefferson Willing
Workers 4-H Club – ten years (president
and vice president one year each, secre-
tary two years, community service project
committee, group project involvement,
county fair setup and tear down, and state
fair setup); Cass County Junior Leaders –
six years (president and vice president
one year each); Lewis Cass Junior Leaders
– six years (president and vice president
one year each); Lewis Cass High School
band representative  – two years; Junior
Leader Day committee member; commu-
nity Easter egg hunt volunteer; Valentines
for Vets community service involvement;
tractor pull food stand volunteer and com-
munity judging volunteer; student council
– three years (secretary and treasurer, one
year each); senior, junior and sophomore
class representative; homecoming com-
mittee member; staff recognition day com-

mittee member; Students
Against Destructive
Decisions – three years
(secretary one year); sen-
ior, junior and sophomore
class representative and
SADD dance committee
member; Fellowship of
Christian Athletes – four
years; United Way Youth
Council – two years (Lewis
Cass High School represen-
tative and canned food
drive committee member);



Walton Christian Church Praise and Worship Team – one year
and Lafayette Awakening – one year; Shriners Hospital for
Children advocate (senior project monetary donation); Special
Olympics volunteer – one year; State Junior Leadership con-
ference counselor – one year; Mini 4-H day camp counselor –
six years, head counselor – one year; Thompson Elementary
Backpack Program volunteer; Emmaus Mission Center volun-
teer; Extension Homemakers Food Stamp volunteer and
Operation Christmas Child volunteer. 

Her athletic interests include: boys’ football manager –
four years; boys’ wrestling manager – three years; boys’ base-
ball manager – two years; Royal Center Youth League Soccer
– six years (referee two years). Other accomplishments
include: 2011 Lewis Cass High School homecoming queen;
2011 SADD dance queen; Cass County Extension
Homemakers scholarship winner; Nina Mason Pulliam
Scholars Program finalist; Outstanding Senior Project Award.

Sara says, “I am forever grateful for the health care,
financial support, and hospitality I experienced because of
Shriners and I feel moved to give back. If my back pain had
continued, I could never have accomplished what I have done
and what I hope to do. Relief from that pain gave me new
energy.”  Sara became aware of Murat Shriners Business
Connection, which offers scholarships to patients or former
patients of Shriners Hospitals. Because of her outstanding
grades and other activities, Sara received a $1,000 scholarship.

Sara says, “I am extremely grateful for the scholarship and I
am putting it to good use at Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis. I am a freshman, studying Secondary
English Education.”

Sara is modest about her accomplishments, but is quick
to praise others. She says, “My family and friends have helped
shape me into the young woman I have become. I would not
be the person I am today without their love and support. One
person who has made a huge impact on my life, both academ-
ically and personally, is Grace Scott. She inspired me to stay
strong in my faith and stick true to my morals. She encouraged
me to set my goals high and work to my full potential.”

Sara has the highest praise for Shriners who have trans-
ported her to the Chicago hospital. One such Shriner is Tom
Keplar, Hospital Coordinator for Logansport Shrine Club. Sara
says, “I would like to say thank-you to everyone I came in
contact with throughout my Shriners experience, and I can
only hope that all future patients and scholarship recipients
feel as honored as I do.”

Shriners Hospitals for Children® is a health care system of 22 hospitals dedicated to improv-
ing the lives of children by providing pediatric specialty care, innovative research, and out-
standing teaching programs for medical professionals. Children up to age 18 with
orthopaedic conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries, and cleft lip and palate are eligible for
care and receive all services in a family-centered environment, regardless of the patients’
ability to pay. Shriners Hospitals for Children relies on the generosity of donors to deliver
this mission every day.

TALK TO

ART
O: (317) 849-5050 • VM: (317) 290-5394

C: (317) 797-1201

Art Borton
I am backed by the power of
the #1 real estate company 
in Indiana. My experience, 
contacts and commitment,
combined with those of F.C.
Tucker Company, Inc., assure
you of a smooth, enjoyable
and successful experience.

F.C. Tucker Company, Inc.
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MARK IV
ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS

CALL NOBLE MARK STANSBURY TODAY!

317-889-3744

TOLL FREE 877-627-5422

HEATING/COOLING EQUIPMENT & SERVICE

I WANT TO 
BE YOUR

HEATING AND 
COOLING

GUY!



As my year as Maharanee comes
to an end, I would like to express my
sincere gratitude for all of the support
our Guild ladies have given me this year.
I am grateful for the opportunity to have
served as your Maharanee. Many thanks
to all of the officers and others who
served Smyrna in making all of the
events so successful this year. I wish all
of the 2012 officers the best and know if
Melanie gets the support that I did, 2012
will be another fun and successful year.

As promised in last month’s article,
I have included some pictures of our
unit performances at the Guild conven-
tion. I hope you enjoy them.

I would like for everyone to
remember that at our December Guild
Night, we will be having a bake sale—
our last fundraiser of the year. I hope
you can find time in your busy holiday
schedule to join us for our fun night.
You don’t have to be a member to join
us at Guild Night; Smyrna is always
looking for potential members, so please
attend. 

Please join Melanie Close and our
2012 officers for their public installation
on December 17 in the Corinthian Room
from 2 to 4 p.m.

I would like to extend my best
wishes to everyone for a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

It seems almost impossible that the

year is coming to an end. All of you
helped make 2011 such a great success.
This is what our Guild is all about. 

December  Calendar
Wednesday, Dec. 7 – Guild Night:

5:30 p.m. at Murat (Bake Sale)
Tuesday, Dec. 13 – Guild Stated

Meeting: 7 p.m. at Murat 
Saturday, Dec. 17 – Officer

Installation at Murat: 2–4 p.m. 

January Calendar
January – no Guild Night 
Tuesday, Jan. 24 – Guild Stated

Meeting: 7 p.m. at Murat 

Connie Cantrell is our Guild Night
chairman; we are requesting you contact
her for reservations at (317) 253-9766.

Be safe and we will see you at the meet-
ing. Contact Dianna Craft for Cheer or
Concerns, (317) 882-8587. 

Always remembering our Shrine
kids and supporting their education.  

In tolerance, Maharanee Tammy
Priest
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Yacht Club                    
Delbert Drummond

I cannot believe this year is almost over! It seems like only yesterday that I
took over the leadership of this great organization. Our Club is one of the largest
clubs in Shrinedom and continues to grow each year. This year we had a very suc-
cessful Knights of the Sea induction, a great fall party at the beautiful lake home of
Joann Perkins, and a great bus trip to the riverboat casino. In addition to monthly
meetings, we have weekly informal luncheons at the Kennington Legion at 6440
Westfield Blvd. in  Broad Ripple each Friday at noon, and everyone is welcome to
attend. No reservation is required. Come and enjoy some Zem-Zem and fellowship
with us.

I have been honored to serve as your commodore this year and want to thank
all of the staff and volunteers who assisted me. A special thanks to our Past
International and Murat Yacht Club Commodore Bob Dancey who continues to
promote our Club at every opportunity and is the engine that drives the train for
the Yacht Club. Also, I want to thank Past Commodore Ted Stewart and his wife,
Joanne, who have taken on the responsibility of keeping in touch with the 300 plus
members of the Yacht Club. It is a difficult and daunting task and they have per-
formed quietly, efficiently, and admirably. 

By the time you read this article, we will have a new staff of leaders and all
of us need to support them in their endeavors and attend the various meetings and
functions the Club sponsors. This year, we will attempt to incorporate Yacht Club
functions with the functions of the Shrine in general. We are so large that by neces-
sity we must use the internet as the main tool of communication. Therefore, we
must have your e-mail address if you want to know of our functions. Contact Ted
Stewart at Stew0627@aol.com for any address changes. The Murat temple is made
up of Clubs and Units and if you have joined the Shrine and have not joined a Club,
you need to think about what you are missing. The Yacht Club is only $15 per year
and your membership card will automatically give you reciprocity with more than
2,000 yacht clubs in America. Beat this if you can! We feel the Yacht Club deserves
its reputation as the best deal in Shrinedom!

Until we meet again, we wish you fair winds and following seas!

Smyrna Shrine Guild
Tammy Priest



December 3, 2011
Ceremonial

In Honor of Jeffery P. Zaring
8 a.m. Temple Open, Reception Unit 

greet/donuts 
8 - 8:45 a.m. Registration, fez size (Temple 

Office – Mecca Room). 
Fraternal Office/Reception 
Unit/Directors Staff get 
candidates to First Section.

9 -10 a.m. First Section (Arabian Room), 
Cast/Chanters. First Section 
executive aide (facilities) or 
Oasis event set up.

10 - 10:15 a.m. Shrine History (Arabian 
Room), Art Borton

10:15 - 10:45 a.m. Class Picture (Arabian Room), 
Temple Photographer

10:45 - 11:45 a.m. Physicals (Corinthian Room), 
Directors Staff

12 Noon - 1 p.m. Lunch (Arabian Room), Oasis Events
1 - 1:30 p.m. Unit Fair (Tunisian Room). Office to 

send out letters.
1:30 - 2:30 p.m. Second Section (Corinthian Room), 

Directors Staff
2:30 p.m. Social
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BRING THE KIDS AND ENJOY
THIS SPECIAL DAY!

Enjoy the entertainment provided by
the Murat Band, Murat Chanters, those
whacky Murat Clowns, and featuring
the magic of Jay McLaughlin. 

Enjoy the refreshments and entertain-
ment while you wait for the man 
himself – SANTA CLAUS AND HIS BAG
OF TOYS

NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Children’s Christmas Party
Sunday, December 11, 2011
Murat Arabian Room

MURAT

Guided tours of gigantic railroad display from 11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m.

Party Begins at 1 p.m.
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Legion of Honor
Bob Watson

Hello to all from the Legion of Honor.  
I sure hope everyone had a good Thanksgiving and didn’t get too carried

away with the turkey. Can you believe Christmas is right around the corner?  I hope
most of you are much farther along with your Christmas shopping than I am. Man,
I need to get with it. 

I have a correction to make. In the October article, I reported that our Unit
made a trip to the Shriners hospital in Lexington in September. Sometimes this hap-
pens when you report on an event as if it’s already taken place even though it has-
n’t. At any rate, that trip has now been re-scheduled for sometime in April or May.

October 22, our friends at the Madison County Shrine Club held their
"October Fest." I attended this event and can report they really did a bang-up job.
It was a celebration of everything German, complete with a demonstration of
German dancing by a local dance troupe. The food was great, especially the apple
crisp, and as always lots of fun for everyone.   

Nobles, don’t forget we will be having a "Hot Sands" ceremonial on
December 3 to be held at the temple. As usual, our Color Guard will be on hand
to present colors and get the day's festivities started. We will also have a booth at
the Unit Fair. Hopefully, we will be able to convince some of the new nobles who
are military veterans to join our happy little group. 

On December 13, we will hold elections to determine our officer lineup for
the coming year.  

Then on December 20, we will make our semiannual visit to the VA hospital,
here in Indianapolis, to visit with some of our military brothers. During these vis-
its, we distribute socks and quarters. The guys and gals can use the quarters in the
wee hours of the night in the vending machines. Patients really seem to appreciate
us taking the time to stop by and chat with them, and I know our guys and their
ladies find these visits very rewarding.

One last note: at our October Stated Meeting, Chief of Staff Tony Stout was
given permission to proceed with plans to develop a "Challenge Coin" for the Murat
Shrine Legion of Honor. A design has been approved and Tony is going full steam
ahead. I will keep you posted on the progress. 

Well, I think it’s about chow time, so I better close and head to the "Mess
Hall."

Soooo, as Roy Rogers and Dale Evans used to sing, “’Till we meet again.”
Remember, it’s an honor to belong to the Legion of Honor.

Tarum
Jeff Dickey

Merry Christmas to one and all
from Tarum Shrine Club. Thanksgiving
has come and gone. The turkey is
done, we think. Shopping is in full
swing for Christmas. One thing more,
we all need to take a moment to reflect
upon the true meaning of Christmas
and the promise it brings to us. Please
remember those who are less fortunate
than us and keep those brave men and
women in our armed forces in your
prayers.

December will be a busy month
at the Club. There is, of course, the
Children's Christmas party, holiday
rentals, and Friday dinners. Contact any
of the Tarum ladies or Tarum officers to
see how you can help at the children's
party or at one of the holiday bashes.
Come to dinner on Fridays.

In November, we had election of
officers for both men and women. I
hope there were some of you who
stepped forward to guide the Club. At
the time of this writing, the elections
had not been held. Being an officer is
some work, but it is necessary that we
have them. This is your Club, so see
how you can help it and have fun
doing so. Thank you to the officers
from 2011—you kept the Club going
and made sure that functions went as
they should.

Once again, a very Merry
Christmas to one and all.

See you at Tarum.

Mobil Nobles
Craig Stevenson

For unto you a Child is born ... A
Savior, which is Christ the Lord. 

That bible verse was shortened
and changed slightly, as are so many
things surrounding Christmas that have
been changed, denatured, diluted,
watered down, and downplayed for
convenience, political correctness, or
marketing appeal. 

I would humbly request that we as
Shriners do two things this Christmas
season: (1) Remember the true reason
for the season and (2) Remember the
Shriners Hospitals children and their

families and why we do what we do all
year.

Winter is here now, no doubt
about that, so please be careful out there
in the ice and snow, getting to the car
and while driving because we want to
see you about 6 p.m. for social hour and
at 7:30 for our Mobil Noble meeting the
second Friday of each month. We'd like
to welcome our newest member, Fred
Wade, to the Mobil Noble family.

God Bless Us Everyone … and
Merry Christmas to All!!



The other night, I settled down to
the TV and watched an old movie, one
you may remember too, “The Day the
Earth Stood Still.” At the end of the
movie, my thought process drifted to
how people once thought that the earth
was flat and did not understand gravity
or how the earth spun. Sounded like a
great topic to explore. What do people
know about the travel of the earth? 

After looking into the question, I
found a few interesting sources of infor-
mation. Wow, is there a lot of informa-
tion and a number of facts and opinions
as to how the earth spins and what that
affects. For example, the ebb and flow
of the oceans and seas are a result of the
rotation of the planet and pulls from
other planets. The tides do not cause
changes in the rotation by themselves.
So I dig deeper into this topic. 

I was surprised to learn scientists
did not find the earth's inner solid iron
core rotates faster than the planet itself
until 1936. That is within the past 75
years! The core is estimated to be rough-
ly the size of our moon and is surround-
ed by a much larger liquid outer core.
Together they form what could be con-
sidered a giant electrical motor.

The inner core rotates in the same
direction as the earth, but completes its
once-a-day rotation about two-thirds of
a second quicker than the entire planet.
That is remarkably fast in geological
terms. Over the past 100 years that extra
speed has given the core an extra quar-
ter turn on the planet as a whole. This in
fact could be the cause of continental
drift. It takes 400 years for the inner core
to make a complete revolution inside
the earth. 

Earthquakes can change the
earth's rotation too by rearranging the
earth's mass. Because earthquakes
involve movements of tectonic plates
and large quantities of water, they per-
manently displace the earth’s crust and
result in deviations in the rotational
motion. Even the last earthquake that
devastated Japan has changed the tilt of
the earth and our time. Even the atomic
clocks were made incorrect.

In the case of earthquakes, the
amount of redistributed mass is compa-
rably small to the mass of the entire
planet. Likewise, the distance over
which that mass is moved is comparably
small to the size, or radius, of the plan-
et.

The amount of catastrophic earth-
quakes that have begun to occur would
give good reason for one to think that
Mother Earth is undergoing changes
consistent with those in the past. A
prime example was the 8.8 magnitude
earthquake in Chile on February 27,
2010, a few days after the 7.0 magnitude
earthquake that struck Haiti, killing
thousands. Luckily for Chile, their build-
ing infrastructure was intact, unlike
Haiti's. So, only a few people lost their
lives.

The Chilean earthquake was no
normal earthquake, earthly speaking! It
not only caused local damage in cities
and towns, but it also caused damage to
the earth's axis, according to a NASA sci-
entist. This means that the normal rota-
tion of the earth has been changed. An
immediate consequence of such change

is the advent of shorter days.
As an inhabitant of Mother Earth,

this is a very scary thing! If these massive
earthquakes continue to occur, we may
no longer have days. If each time a mas-
sive earthquake struck, time is deducted
from a day, then we will soon run out of
days! According to the scientist, the
Chilean earthquake shortened an earthly
day by 1.26 microseconds. This is not
good news. (Article source:
http://EzineArticles.com/3861161)
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2012 
MURAT SHRINE
CASH CALENDAR 
RAFFLE
MORE THAN $13,000 IN CASH PRIZES!

$20 per TICKET

Cash Winners $20 Daily Monday thru Saturday
(Except March 31, June 30, September 30 and December 31)

Cash Winners $100 every Sunday
(Except March 31, June 30, September 30 and December 31)

Cash Winners $500
March 31, June 30, September 30 and December 31

Drawings for each day of the month will be drawn on the last day of each month 
at 2 p.m. at Murat Shrine Temple, 510 N. New Jersey St., Indianapolis, IN 46204

Proceeds of this Raffle are for the benefit of Murat Shrine and not deductible as a
charitable contribution.

A SPECIAL PRIZE 
DRAWING WILL BE HELD 

ON JULY 16, 2012, FOR SALESMEN
FOR EVERY 10 RAFFLE TICKETS YOU SELL,
TURN IN A SALESMAN TICKET FOR YOUR

CHANCE TO WIN PRIZES.

Dramatic Cast 
Bill Munson
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It is time to set the groundwork for
our 68th Murat Shrine Circus. The 2012
circus will be held at the Pepsi Coliseum
starting on Thursday, March 1, so it is time
to get the big wheel turning. The acts
have been contracted and the novelties
are on their way. But the real foundation
is yet to be completed—YOU!!!  We need
all of you to help make this a great show
for kids of all ages. Our Murat Circus is
looking for volunteers to help facilitate
the various functions of the circus.
Everything from setup on Wednesday—
novelty sales, ushers, ticket takers, selling
programs—this is a chance for you, your
lady and family to have a fun and reward-
ing experience.  

Activity Book Ad Sales
It is also time for all of our Clubs

and Units to get busy with our ad sales for
the 2012 activity book. This is a great way
to raise money for your Club or Unit.
Twenty percent of your sales go right
back to the Club/Unit who sold it; if you
sell more than $10,000, your Club/Unit
will receive 30 percent of your sales. Here
are the ad prices for 2012:

1/8 page ad $75
1/4 page ad $150
1/2 page ad $250
Full page ad $350
Contracts have been sent to the

Club/Unit leadership. Just a note in order to
be fair to the people/business that place an
ad in our book—please get the best possi-
ble version of their logo. The sold ad con-
tract should be turned into the Fraternal
Office or e-mailed to Julie Grammer
(Julie@MuratShrine.org). The cutoff for the
ad sales is January 16, 2012. In 2011, we
gave out 20,000 tickets to special needs
children, senior citizens, and schoolchildren
for the Thursday, Friday and Saturday
morning shows who otherwise would not
have been able to enjoy a great circus.
Please help by supporting your Club/Unit
as well as our Murat Shrine Circus. 

Corporate Sponsors
This program is designed to give

more to those companies who want to take
an interactive part in our circus. We current-
ly have four levels of corporate sponsor-
ships and just like the ad sales, if a Club/
Unit brings a corporate partner to the circus,
this will be included with the total ad sales. 

Below are the corporate sponsor-
ship levels:

Calliope Level – $750 Sponsor
receives a full page in the Circus Program
Book, listing on the sponsor recognition
page and 75 complimentary tickets, two
tickets to the Corporate Sponsor Dinner,
recognition on the Web site and a recogni-
tion plaque.

Acrobat Level – $1,000 Sponsor
receives a full page in the Circus Program
Book, listing on the sponsor recognition
page and 100 complimentary tickets, four
tickets to the Corporate Sponsor Dinner,
recognition on the Web site and a recognition
plaque.

Trapeze Level – $2,500 Sponsor
receives a full page in the Circus Program
Book, listing on the sponsor recognition
page and 250 complimentary tickets, eight
tickets to the Corporate Sponsor Dinner,
recognition on the Web site and a recognition
plaque.

Ringmaster Level – $5,000 Sponsor
receives a full page in the Circus Program
Book, listing on the sponsor recognition
page and 500 complimentary tickets, eight
tickets to the Corporate Sponsor Dinner,
your company logo and signage placed in
the Pepsi Coliseum, recognition on the
Web site and a recognition plaque. Also,
your ad in our magazine monthly for one
year from March to February (10 months;
no magazine issued in July & August) rec-
ognized as Honorary Ringmaster at Murat
Circus.

I would also like to thank Ill. Larry
Jefferson, P.P., and Recorder Ed Wolfe for
all of their efforts and time with this very
important project. 

Circus 
James Priest 

# Of Tickets Seat Price Total Amount

Thursday, March 1 10:00 am

Thursday, March 1 6:00 pm

Friday, March 2 10:00 am

Friday, March 2 7:00 pm

Saturday, March 3 10:00 am

Saturday, March 3 2:00 pm

Saturday, March 3 7:00 pm

Sunday, March 4 11:30 am

Sunday, March 4 3:30 pm

SERVICE CHARGE $3.00

TOTAL   $

Less Coupons (must be enclosed)

AMOUNT DUE   $

Murat Shrine Circus
Indiana State Fairgrounds Pepsi Coliseum

March 1-4, 2012

Opening Night— March 1  at 6 p.m.
General Admission $10

School Days—March 1 & 2 at 10 a.m.
No Charge (Abbreviated Show)

All Other Shows — Reserved Seats
$10 • $14 • $18 • $20

Please make check payable  and mail to: 
Murat Shrine Circus

510 N. New Jersey Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Murat Shrine Circus is a fraternal fundraiser and is
not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

Check Number ______________________
or
nn VISA    nn  MasterCard   nn Discover

CREDIT CARD NUMBER EXP DATE

SIGNATURE V-CODE

NAME SHRINE #

ADDRESS PHONE #

CITY STATE ZIP
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20TH ANNUAL

Murat
Leadership
Seminar

Saturday, January 21, 2012
9 AM – 1 PM

Arabian Room, Murat Temple
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“What’s He
Gotten Me Into?”

January 21, 2012

Come to Murat with your noble for a morning of new experiences.

Try some new things like: Belly Dancing, Cake Decorating, Fancy Bow
Tying and more – or, perhaps participate in an activity you already
enjoy! Then, join your noble for lunch. Please join the Divan ladies for
a day of Information & Fun! 

Johnson County Mini-Mystics 
Dave Alspaugh

It’s the 12th month
of the year … December
2011. Soon, Santa will
be loading the sleigh
and making prepara-
tions for his annual trip
to deliver toys to all the
good little boys and
girls. Yes, this is the hol-
iday season where
almost everyone turns
into little kids.

Being the end of 2011, the Mini-Mystics just recently
elected officers for the new year 2012. Introducing the people
who will lead the Club for the next 365 days, and if they look
or sound familiar, they are! Returning as president is Lee
Langlotz. Lee is serving his second term as president. I will be
returning as vice president and Murat Magazine reporter.
Secretary/treasurer will be Duane Burgess who returns for his
fourth year in that office. All will be sworn in by the Divan at
our Christmas party. From all the members, Good Luck, and
let’s make 2012 a big
year.

Mentioning the
Christmas party, it will
be held December 10 at
the Johnson County
Shrine Club. The Club is
working together with
the Shrine Club to have
a joint party. Dinner will
be prime rib with all the
trimmings. After the
swearing in of officers, Larry Taylor and his wife will spin the
records for the dance. This party is open to all our friends and
is $30 per couple.

I mentioned earlier we had elections. Well, let me tell
you … that was the best attended meeting we’ve had all year.
Some faces we had not seen in a while were there. It was
good to see them. Also, we were very happy to see Dan
Gillahan on the road to recovery after a tumor removal from
his brain. Also, Bob Rash, Sr. was in attendance. Bob was
happy to announce that he just recently turned 94. It was
great to see both of these old faithful members.

Winding up the year 2011, I suppose it should be noted
that the Club’s special awards, the Breakdown Necklace as
well as the Screw-up Award, will carry over into the winter in
the homes of these members: Randy Bell – Breakdown
Necklace and Lee Langlotz – Screw-up Award.

Let it be said, the awards are in good hands!
To all our Shrine friends, our neighbors, and families …

from the Mini-Mystics and their wives, Happy Holidays and
may they be meaningful. 

See you next issue.

Mini-Mystics saluting their ladies at
the Franklin parade.

Randy Bell driving Barry Cook,
president of Shrine Club, in the
Franklin parade.
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RV Club
Dan Ouimette

The ancient mariners’ saying “Time
and tide waits for no one” could not be
more true to the RV Club. It seems like
yesterday we were preparing for the
annual Christmas party and installation of
officers but here we go again … another
year behind us and another Christmas
party on the horizon! Where the heck did
it go? Was my ship on a circular course?
I think I may have been abducted by
aliens or something because I totally
missed most of the year!  Or … maybe it
was the Maker's Mark?

The cold winds of November
brought the election of new officers for
the Club. Every good ship needs a fine
captain to sail her and the RV Club had a
great one in Dave Maudlin. Dave’s sound
judgment and solid leadership kept the
Club on a steady course. As he passes

the helm to the able hands of Ron Estell,
we thank him for all he did to make this
year a resounding success.

We all welcome Mike Pfeiffer to
the line as third vice president. Mike is a
welcome addition to the leadership
team. The other officer moves for the
Club include: Doug Godme to second
vice president, Dan Ouimette to first vice
president, and Herb Green & Bob Bailey
will continue to serve as secretary and
treasurer. Jerry Wasson will relieve Jerry
Weber as chaplain. Of course, none of
these fine men could do anything with-
out the tremendous love and support of
their ladies. We all know that behind
every good man is a woman giving him
a slight push or kick in the pants,
whichever is required. Thank you, ladies,
for all you have done to make this past

year great. We know we can count on
your continued support in the new year.
Our Club could not run without you. 

Many of our members are traveling
this winter to seek calm winds and fol-
lowing seas in warmer climates. We
wish them safe travels on the gentle
trade winds; may they return to us
quickly, rested and tanned. Those of us
remaining will batten the hatches and
prepare for the cruel winter ahead with
the knowledge that spring WILL come
and the first campout is only a few
months away. Or that’s what I keep
telling myself as I shovel.

The RV Club is open to all nobles
and their ladies. Whether you travel with
a tent or a million dollar coach, please
give us a call at (317) 308-0244; we
would love to have you join us. 

Kentucky Colonels Club
Dennis Scott

THANKS COLONEL PRESIDENT –
On behalf of the entire Club, I would
like to thank our 2011 president, Mike
Harrison, for a job well done. During
2011, we worked at the circus, partici-
pated in the Paper Crusade, and had
several social outings. Thanks also to the
officers and members of the board, and
especially the members who supported
the Club by working, and monetarily. As
the year ends, we look forward to
another successful year in 2012.

CRUISE – What a way to end the
year but with a Kentucky Colonels Club
cruise. We sailed the eastern Caribbean
and had a great time from the beginning
to the end. We managed to navigate
around a strong storm that affected other
ships. Our president, Mike Harrison,
managed to eat every entrée offered and
still had room for several chocolate
warming cakes. Peggy Hoose won a
special steak meal in the exclusive din-
ing room and who did she choose as her
partner but Mike Harrison. Mike Waldrip
won some money at the slots and Karen
Waldrip won a free cruise. Mike
Harrison also won at Bingo. Yours truly
won absolutely nothing. The best story

of the week was when Mike Harrison
found a five-foot piece of a bamboo tree
floating on the beach in Grand Turk and
proceeded to take it aboard ship. We all
thought it couldn’t be done but to our
surprise, he got it on board, through cus-
toms, and it is now proudly displayed in
his home. We all have special memories
of the trip and thank Mike and Mary Ann
Harrison for putting together such a
wonderful experience. (See picture of
the group.)

INITIATION/CHRISTMAS PARTY
– Wednesday, December 7, is the date of
our annual party. It will be held in the
Tunisian Room at Murat. Please get your
reservations to me as soon as possible.
Social hour will be at 5:30 and dinner at

6:30 p.m. Our new officers will be
installed and Christmas music entertain-
ment will be provided. 

KIDS' CHRISTMAS PARTY –
Sunday, December 11, is the date for the
Kids' Christmas party. Our hospital
patients and children of the nobility will
get to see Santa and take home a nice
gift. Entertainment will be provided by
the Murat Band, Clowns, and magician,
Noble Jay McLaughlin. Check the maga-
zine for details.

LEADERSHIP SEMINAR – The
2012 Leadership Seminar will be held on
Saturday, January 21. It will begin at 9
a.m. This is the time all officers of the
Clubs and Units receive information and
instruction that will make their job easi-
er. Please be sure to attend if you are a
line officer, secretary, or treasurer.

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION –
Please make one of your resolutions to
attend as many meetings in 2012 as pos-
sible. The Club needs your input. We
meet on the first Wednesday of the
month at 7 p.m. in the Mecca Room.
Hope to see you there! 



Come Ring
in 2012
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AT GREENBRIAR
1325 W. 86th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46260

317-259-0952

AT NORA
1546 E. 86th Street

Indianapolis, IN 46240
317-815-8615

AT THE FORT
5645 N. Post Road

Indianapolis, IN 46216
317-547-6701

NexGen 
New Year’s Eve Party

Saturday, December 31, 2011
Murat Shrine 

Tunisian Room / Oasis Lounge
7 p.m. - Midnight

Come Ring
in 2012

$10 Cover at the Door to cover food and champagne, etc.

Champagne toast at midnight.

Karaoke, Live DJ, Beer Pong, Cards, etc. (Suggestions
welcome.)

Should be great evening and party!

Congratulations

Mary Lou Taber
2011-2012

Imperial Maharanee of 
Shrine Guilds of America

Smyrna wishes you a great 2011-2012
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ACCOUNTANTS  
Chris Cox
Chris Cox CPA, LLC
14350 Mundy Drive, Box 286
Noblesville, IN 46060
(317) 752-3495; fax (317) 522-5797
chris@chriscoxcpa.com
www.chriscoxcpa.com

Scott Schuster
Katz Sapper & Miller LLP
800 E. 96th St., Suite 500
P.O. Box 40857, Indpls, IN 46240
(317) 580-2401; fax (317) 805-2365; cell
(317) 340-9957
sschuster@ksmcpa.com
www.ksmcpa.com

ATTORNEYS
Philip C. Thrasher, Attorney-at-Law
Thrasher Buschmann Griffith &
Voelkel, P.C.
151 N. Delaware Street, Suite 1900
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 686-4773, fax (317) 686-4777
thrasher@indiana-attorneys.com  
voelkel@indiana-attorneys.com 

Steven Sams, Attorney-at-Law
Steven Sams, P.C.
8520 Allison Pointe Blvd., Suite 220
Indianapolis, IN  46250
(317) 713-2933; fax 713-2950
stevensamslaw@att.net
www.stevensamslaw.com

ATTORNEY—PERSONAL INJURY
Randall R. Sevenish, Esq.
Sevenish Law Firm, P.C.
251 E. Ohio St., Suite 880
Indianapolis, IN  46204
(317) 636-7777; fax 636-7721
rs@sevenishlaw.com
www.sevenishlaw.com

AUDIO/VIDEO SPECIALIST
Chris Schaler
Selective Systems, Inc.
4230 S. Madison Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46227
(317) 783-0077, fax (317) 783-3737
Cell (317) 281-0005
cschaler@selectindy.com
www.selectivesystemsinc.com

CATERING
Mitch Sever
Port-A-Pit Catering of Indy
8750 Yardley Ct.
Indianapolis, IN  46268
(317) 228-9676; fax 334-0191
m-nsever55@att.net.

CLEANING—CARPETS AND 
JANITORIAL

“Big” Mike Swinson
American Carpet Cleaners &
Janitorial Services
5034 W. Markwood Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46221
317-847-6952
www.americancarpets.net
spotfreecleaners@gmail.com

CHARITABLE GIVING—MASONIC
Indiana Masonic Home Foundation
525 N. Illinois St., P.O. Box 44210
Indianapolis, IN  46244-0210
800-277-4643 or 637-9582
fax: 634-7449
ccox@imhf.org
www.imhf.org

COMPUTERS AND NETWORKS
Steve Zuhlke
The TechStop – Computer Carry-In
Centers
5868 East 71st Street – Suite B
Indianapolis, IN  46220
317-968-9999
stevez@pchousecalls.com
www.techstopcorp.com

DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT
Robert Hudson
American Document Management, Inc.
2669 Rand Road
Indianapolis, IN  46241
(317) 247-4400, fax 247-0044
Cell: (317) 522-8887
rhudson@amdoc.com

EMPLOYMENT AND 
STAFFING SERVICES

Tom Beattie
Latin Workforce Connection    
2346 S. Lynhurst Dr. #705
Indianapolis, IN  46241
(317) 244 7780, Fax 244 7782 
Tbeattiesr@aol.com

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING &
STAFFING SERVICES

Christopher Kinsey
Wallace Renn
8902 Otis Ave. Suite S101A
Indianapolis, IN 46216
Phone: 317-292-9343
Fax: 317-292-9403
Cell phone: 317-374-5286
cakinsey@esrstaffing.com

FINANCIAL ADVISORS
Gary W. Lewis
Raymond James & Associates, Inc.
1499 Windhorst Way, Suite 200
Greenwood, IN 46143
(317) 885-0114, fax (317) 885-2609
Gary.Lewis@RaymondJames.com
www.garylewis.net 

Joseph A Stoutner, CRPC
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
9200 Keystone Crossing, Ste 200
Indianapolis, IN 46240
Business:  317 853 1134
Fax:  317 853 1150

FUNERAL DIRECTOR, MEMORIAL
TRIBUTES & CREMATORY

Michael R. St. Pierre, CFSP
Wilson St. Pierre Funeral Service and
Crematory
1234 Prospect Street, P.O. Box 33045,
Indianapolis, IN 46203-0045
(317) 632-9431, fax (317) 667-0663
mrs@wilsonstpierre.com

HARLEY-DAVIDSON
MOTORCYCLE TECHNICIAN

Duane C. Davis
Big “D” Hog Barn
11091 North Kitchen Road
Mooresville, IN  46158
317-831-0484; 317-374-0510 (c)
davis@pdswireless.com

HEATING, COOLING, AND 
REFRIGERATION

Mark Stansbury
Mark IV Environmental Systems, Inc.
1012 N. Bluff Road, Suite A
Greenwood, IN  46142
(317) 889-3744, (877) 627-5422
Fax: (317) 882-8022
markiv@markiv-env.com 

Tony Stout
Stout Heating & Cooling
202 N. Traub Ave.
Indianapolis, IN  46222
(317) 281-2657
indianashriner@yahoo.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Jim Smith
Smith Brothers Ultimate Builders
5212 S. Madison Ave., Suite C
Indianapolis, IN 46227
(317) 784-7700, fax (317) 784-7714
jsmith7880@aol.com
office@smithbrothersbuilders.com
www.smithbrothersultimate.com

INSURANCE 
Christopher G. Conley
Insurance Associates
7255 N. Shadeland Ave., Suite B
Indianapolis, IN   46250
(317) 596-2761, fax (317) 915-8972
cgconley@netdirect.net

Rick Chambers
Farmers Insurance Agent
859 Riverside Drive, Ste 12
Greenwood, IN  46142
317-885-6900; fax 317-215-5025
rchambers@farmersagent.com
www.farmersagent.com/rchambers

MORTGAGES
Randy Nail
Fifth Third Mortgage
8549 N. College Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46240
(317) 259-0935; fax 259-8199
Randy.Nail@53.com
www.53.com

Chris Moore
Home Mortgage Consultant
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage
(317) 847-4738
www.christopher.L.moore@wellsfargo.com

PATIO ROOMS & DECKS 
Paul Cauley
America’s Best Patio Rooms
450 S. Franklin Road
Indianapolis, IN 46219
(317) 353-1227, fax (317) 356-8574
bestpatioman@yahoo.com
www.americasbestpatio.com

PRINTING, COMMERCIAL 
Michael Moxley
Maury Boyd & Associates, Inc.
6330 E. 75th Street, Suite 212
Indianapolis, IN 46250-2700 
(317) 849-6110, fax (317) 576-5859
moxleym@mauryboyd.com

REAL ESTATE
Arthur B. Borton
F.C. Tucker Company, Inc.
9111 Allisonville Road
Indianapolis, IN 46250
(317) 849-5050 or (317) 797-1201
vm (317) 290-5394
fax (317) 577-5486
aborton2@cs.com

Dave Frazier
LandTree Realtors
1570 W. Main St.,
Greenwood, IN  46142
888-3331; fax 887-9244
Cell: 441-2671
dfrazier@usa.net

SIGNS, GRAPHICS, PRINTING
Joel Hall
Sign-a-Rama
598-B W. Carmel Dr., Carmel, IN 46032
(317) 575-1805, Cell (317) 989-9586 
fax (317) 575-1825
www.sign-a-rama.com
www.signaramacarmel.com

Murat Shriners Business Connection
NOBLES YOU CAN TRUST WITH YOUR BUSINESS

For information concerning 
membership in the Murat Shriners
Business Connection, please contact one
of the following: Joel Hall, President;
Chris Kinsey, Secretary; and, Steve
Sams, Treasurer. Their contact 
information is above.  Evening 
meetings are on the fourth Tuesday at
the Murat Shrine Club.  We sponsor
three fund-raising events each year and
donate approximately $10,000 per 
year in scholarships to deserving
patients of Shriners Hospitals for
Children to attend college.
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MURAT SHRINE PRESENTS

Texas Hold’Em Tournament
MURAT SHRINE • 510 N. New Jersey • Indianapolis, IN 46204

License #117820

Saturday, December 10

Doors open at 5 p.m.
Game starts promptly at 6 p.m.

Will run on 2nd Saturday of each month
• Dealers on all tables
• Full service cash bar and food
• Must be 18 years old
• Debit card accepted
• Open to the public
• Win First Place and receive free seat in

Annual Tournament of Champions in
2011

To Pre-register and Ensure Your
Seat, Contact Murat Shrine

317.635.2433
or register on line at

www.muratshrine.org
Proceeds benefit Murat Shrine and are not

deductible as a charitable contribution

$50 buy in = 3,000 chips
One re-buy through first break only
100% payout guaranteed on buy-ins

You will receive reimbursement upon purchasing your 
re-buy for the cost of parking with a paid receipt

Johnson County Shrine Club
Dave Alspaugh

A Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to all our Shrine
members and friends. That’s the
message coming from our 2011
president and officers. It’s been
quite a year!!

Barry Cook has done a really
good job as he completes his year
as president. He has almost lived at
the Club. It seemed any time I
chose to go to the Club, Barry was
there. One time, during one of the
progressive Euchre game nights, he
was there. Yes, he was right there at
table 2. After about six or seven games,
he was still there … at table 2. Finally,
someone explained the idea of the game
was to score enough points to move to
other tables.

Barry resorted to lots of new
things to stir up some interest in the
Club. He served FREE shrimp on
Wednesday evenings, he brought in
bands for dances … incidentally, the
most recent dance was just a couple of
weeks ago with Scott Coner and his 

Reedy’s Dream Band. Another offering
was a bus trip to Churchill Downs in
Louisville. There were many parties.

During his year, sadly he lost his
wife. Barry has continued on, but the
loss was quite evident. The cards and
letters from his many Shrine friends have
helped quite a lot, but Sue is dearly
missed.

As we near Barry’s last days as
president, memories of him at the

Halloween party this year still linger.
The only thing that would have made
his outfit better was a short person
(maybe Ron Bailey) dressed as his
sidekick “Robin” instead of a tree …
just kidding, Barry, you made a good
Batman. By the way, did the bar ever
cut you a tab for Batman?

Well, as the new president,
Duane Burgess, steps in to take over
the Club for 2012, he says he’ll be fol-
lowing Barry’s lead. There will be lots
of new events to bring the message
home. The kitchen will still be open on

Fridays. Bring some friends to a good
meal and an introduction to Shrine
Clubs. Also, the annual calendars are for
sale at the bar with weekly, monthly,
and special days. Pick one up … who
knows, maybe one of those $1,000 win-
ners could be you.

Well, from the officers of 2011, we
wish all a very happy, safe, and prosper-
ous New Year.

See you next issue.

Barry Cook and
Duane Burgess

Ron Bailey



Greetings Nobles and Ladies,
The parades are over and fall is

going oh so fast. The holiday season is
upon us and the month of Thanksgiving
we gave thanks for this great country. We
give thanks for our families and friends
and the many people who support the
Shriners Hospitals here in the United
States, Canada, and Mexico … the doctors,
nurses, and administrative staff; the people
who keep the hospitals clean, and don’t
forget the drivers who transport the chil-
dren to the hospitals.

The Desert Patrol paraded at the
Tipton Pork Festival before the September
party and the picture says it all. Pictured
are President Jerry Stamm, P.P., Jeff Mock,
Wendell Hilligoss, Terry Dickey, and Gary
M. Dalzell. It was a lot of fun and brought
a lot of laughter from the crowd. 

During the month of September, the
Desert Patrol hosted their fall party.
Thanks to Patrol President Jerry Stamm
and his Lady Brenda for chairing the event
and their committee. 

By the time this newsletter comes
out, we will already have had our
Oktoberfest party in October, chaired by
Clyde House and his Lady Carla. Not hav-
ing an Oktoberfest party in a long time,
this was sure to be fun.

On November 19, we had our
Thanksgiving party hosted by the Ladies
Club. The President's Appreciation party will
be December 11 and the Christmas party
December 17 with Bruce Skinner and his
Lady Debbie chairing; the band will be Kyxx.

Remember to give thanks for what
we have and enjoy your family and
friends.

I know the ladies are looking for
that great day which is the Friday after
Thanksgiving, and I actually did it last year
at 5 in the morning and can say that will
be my last one.

Again nobles and ladies, we at the
Madison County Shrine Club wish every-
one a Merry Christmas.

Remember, nobles, to THINK 
POSITIVE.

Shriners … Having Fun Helping
Kids.

Yours in Shrindom …
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Transportation Club                                      
Dennis Scott

THANKS NOBLE PRESIDENT – As 2011 comes to an end, on behalf of all Club
members, I would like to thank our 2011 president, Mike Metzger, for a job well done.
During the past year, the Club has transported many patients to our hospitals, attend-
ed several parades, and recognized our ladies with dinners and a picnic. The Club is
doing well retaining members which speaks well for what we do as a mission and
social endeavors. Thanks also to the officer line that does so much in keeping the
Club headed in the right direction.

DRIVERS MEETINGS – Both Lexington and St. Louis hospitals held their driv-
ers conferences recently. We now transport some patients to St. Louis in addition to
the Lexington, Cincinnati, and Chicago hospitals.

KIDS' CHRISTMAS PARTY – Sunday, December 11, is the date for the annual
Children’s Christmas Party. Committee Chairman Bucky Everhart has a great party
lined up this year. Through the donations of toys and funds by several Shrine Clubs
and Units, we will be able to make lots of children happy. Thanks to all on the com-
mittee who worked the last few months to make this party memorable and to all the
volunteers it takes to put on a great show. Please try to park in the north parking lot
for this event. 

CEREMONIAL – The final ceremonial is on Saturday, December 3. There is still
time for you to get your candidate signed up to go through this class. This ceremo-
nial will be a “Hot Sands” and is for members only. 

INSTALLATION/CHRISTMAS PARTY/DINNER – Our annual Christmas dinner
and installation of our 2012 officers will be held on Thursday, December 15, at the
University of Indianapolis. Social gathering will begin at 5:30 p.m. and dinner will be
served at 6. Please note the change in date. Let’s get together to honor our outgoing
president and welcome our 2012 president and officers. Please have your reservations
in to Chuck Crabtree by December 2. Cost is $15 per couple and $7.50 single.

LEADERSHIP SEMINAR – The Leadership Seminar will be held on Saturday,
January 21, 2012. This is the time all officers of Clubs and Units receive valuable infor-
mation and instruction that will make their job easier. Please plan to attend if you are
a line officer, secretary, or treasurer.

SICK AND DISTRESSED – Please keep our president, Mike Metzger, in your
thoughts as he has undergone heart surgery but should be back by the December
celebrations. Also, keep all our ill members in your thoughts and prayers.

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION – As the new year approaches, let’s all resolve to
make 2012 our best year ever. Bring in new members, participate in our activities,
and support our new Potentate. We meet on the third Wednesday of the month in
the Mecca Room for dinner and go to the Mediterranean Room downstairs for our
Stated Meeting.

Madison County Shrine Club
Gary Dalzell
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Clowns
Allan Hall

Here it is almost the end of anoth-
er year; for the most part, it has been a
good one. But your Murat Shrine
Clowns have plenty of shows left to do
this year and 2012 will start off busy as
well. We have been asked to do some
night Christmas parades and Christmas
parties. We really like doing the night
parades as we decorate our old car
with lights and have Christmas music
playing. So come out and see us if we
are in a town near you, plus you have
not lived till you see some of us dressed
as elves. We are having practice every
Wednesday preparing for Christmas
parties and the 2012 Murat Circus, and
then we will have to get ready for the
Potentate's Ball. If all goes well, we will
have a clown with a handlebar mus-
tache as Potentate for 2012. Speaking of
the circus, we will have a new circus
director this year. After many years of
serving as circus director, Terry
“PeeWee” Kimble has decided to step
down and allow someone else to take
over. Thanks, PeeWee, for all the years
of service. Welcome Don “Cosmo”
Waters. If you do not like the circus
skits, call me and I will give you his
phone number.

Our holiday party and officer
installation will be held the second
Wednesday of December. Rumor has it
we will have a bald guy as president for
2012. That does not tell you much as
most of us do not have a full head of
hair. This is also the start of the 2012
Clown Year.

If you need clowns for any occa-
sion, please be sure to call us at (317)
716-0676. Or if you would like to learn
about clowns and clowning, our busi-
ness meeting is the second Wednesday
of each month—stop by and see us. We
start the night off by having dinner in
the lounge. We sit at the first table as
you walk in and are easy to spot as we
are always laughing and picking on
each other.

In closing, let me leave you with
this thought: Two clowns are eating
soup; one clown looks over at the other
and says, “Do you think this tastes
funny?”

Veteran Car Club
Christopher A. Fields

Greetings from the Murat Veteran Car Club. We have had a good year with
several parades and good participation from the membership. This year's three-day
fall tour was led by Denny Fields to the Amish area of the towns of Berlin and Dover
in eastern Ohio. The leaves had changed to their beautiful fall foliage colors. 

The next scheduled parade was the Veterans Day parade on Friday, November
11, in downtown Indianapolis where we anticipated a big turnout for this well
deserved spectacle. It was a great honor to participate in the parade and show our
respect for those men and women who have proudly served this wonderful country.

Our president, Darrel Wilkinson, has planned this year's Christmas party for
December 3 at 6:30 p.m. at the Rushville Court House. This is a madrigal dinner
with the high school madrigal providing the program. We also plan to participate
in the December 3, 2011, ceremonial at the Murat temple earlier that day. 

The Murat Veteran Car Club is a unit that consists of antique and special inter-
est vehicles. We meet the second Monday of each month at 7 p.m. in the basement
of the Murat temple. A person does not need to own an antique or special interest
vehicle to become a member of the Club. We will start planning parades and tours
for the new year in the coming months. If you enjoy meeting people, toying with
antique and special interest vehicles, come join us at a meeting on the second
Monday of each month. 

The Murat Veteran Car Club would like to wish everyone a safe and happy
holiday.

Remember, it is always about helping the Shrine children, while having fun. 

Reception Unit                        
Mike Metzger

It’s hard to believe this year has gone by so fast. It seems like only a few
months have passed since Sylvia Kay and I were elected president of the Lil' Istiks
and the Reception Unit, respectively. It has been a privilege and an honor for both
of us. Thank you. 

Here are some of the upcoming events the Reception Unit will be participat-
ing in at the Shrine in December: Murat Shrine Ceremonial – Saturday, December
3, and the Stated Meeting – Monday, December 19 (election of officers).

Please come and join us at our Christmas party and installation on Tuesday,
December 13, at the Murat Shrine in the Tunisian Room; social hour is at 6 p.m.
and dinner at 6:30 p.m. Entertainment for the evening will be the Murat Chanters.
Please send your reservations to Kent Smith, Sr., 8817 Nora Lane, Indianapolis, IN
46240, phone (317) 846-1650. Cost is $30 per person and $60 per couple.
Reservations must be in by December 8, 2011.

We meet the second Tuesday of every month in the Tunisian Room at 5:30
p.m. for social and dinner, and we would like to invite you and your lady to join
us. The ladies (Lil 'Istiks) gather in the Mecca Room for a short business meeting
and the men meet in the Mediterranean Room. Our first meeting in 2012 will be
January 10—hope to see you there.

Sylvia Kay and I wish all a MERRY CHRISTMAS and best wishes for the NEW
YEAR.



The Chanters had a great turnout
for the annual Chanter’s Men’s Show, this
year entitled “The Road to Calcutta,” writ-
ten by Ed Adams and including music by
the Murat Chanters, Ed Adams, Mark
Stansbury, and Suzanne Haugh (guest
duet with Mark). Also included in this
musical comedy were Charlie Crabtree
and Faye Crabtree (as themselves), Joel
Hall (sign presenter and quick-change
artist), Tom Price (bartender and bus driv-
er), and Charles Merlau (bouncer, State
Police, and padre). The band was great,
featuring Cathy Genung on keyboard and
Kelly Glass on percussion (and sound sys-
tem setup). The stage crew was also great,
including David Fox on curtain and lights,
Mac Fishburn on spotlight with backup
by Mike Adams, and Elaine Thrasher on
soundboard. Others included Tim and
Beth Jennings managing the silent auction
(with help from Elaine Thrasher, Linda
Abdon, and Linda Lewis), Dick Abdon
managing ticket sales and seating, and
Mark Genung running the 50/50. While it
was a lot of work for everyone involved,
the performance came together nicely
and everyone had a great time. We look
forward to seeing you again next year. 

From a musical standpoint, the
Christmas season has already begun, so
we are bringing out some old, and some
very new, Christmas music. If you would
like to hear the Chanters, we have appear-
ances at Mystic Tie Lodge on Nov. 28, the

Grand Master’s Widows and Brethren
Luncheon on Dec. 10, the Murat Kids'
Christmas Party on Dec. 11, the Reception
Unit’s Christmas Party on Dec. 13, and
(quartet only) the Hancock County Shrine
Club Christmas Party and Installation on
Dec. 14 at the Bluebird Café in
Morristown. After that “stretch run,” we
are going to take a break and meet next
on January 2, 2012. If none of these
appearances work for you, we could
probably squeeze in one more perform-
ance for you before Christmas.

Thanks to all, especially the
Directors Staff, for your support during
2011. We are bringing in a lot of new
music and “schtick” for 2012 and hope
you all enjoy it as much as we will.

If your Club, Unit, Lodge, York Rite,
Kiwanis, Sertoma, American Legion, or
other gathering of like-minded men
and/or ladies is looking for entertainment,
please give me a call at the number below
for available dates. Likewise, we are avail-
able for “commercial” events with dona-
tions for our expenses and, if appropriate,
to the Murat Transportation Fund. And
now that the Super Bowl is back on track,
if you have a contact to a local or visiting
group that could use an hour of music-
filled entertainment, please give me a call.

Next year is going to be very
active. The Chanters will definitely be
going to the 2012 Imperial Session in
Charlotte and helping with the SCAI
Chanter Competition. That will be in
addition to our other Murat duties and
performances, and weekly rehearsals.
We are always looking for singers and
once a person joins, he and his lady find
it is one of their best investments.

Our rehearsals are at 7 on Monday
nights, with many Chanters gathering in
the Oasis Lounge in advance for food
and libation. Please call Phil Thrasher at
407-3650 for information. Thanks.
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Chanters
Phil Thrasher

Ladies Oriental Shrine
Barbara Smith

The holiday festivities are now underway with Thanksgiving behind us. We
are seeing the red, green, gold, and silver colors of this season now appearing as
well as other bright colors. Some of us are decorating what others enjoy watching—
all of this from an armchair, or maybe being the director of these festivities. Our
kitchens have all kinds of good smells and diets may be abandoned temporarily.

Speaking of baking, the ladies of Tarum Court are hosting Santa’s Sweet Shop
on Saturday, December 3, at the Speedway Masonic Lodge from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.
Come and purchase a container and then fill it up with goodies. We are doing this
in conjunction with the Speedway Masonic Lodge’s Breakfast with Santa. Come and
support our Masonic relationship.

Did you miss the pizzas? If you did or would like more, we will be making
pizzas again on Saturday, January 21, at the Speedway Christian Church. Please
contact us for an order form. 

Please remember those in our court who are at the Masonic Home, nursing
home, or homebound for whatever reason. We also need to remember our bigger
family—the military personnel wherever they may be—and then especially the chil-
dren in our Shriners Hospitals. We thank all of you who provide any kind of sup-
port given to the care of our children. 

May the blessings of the season be with each and every one of you as you
take a moment to count your blessings, big or small. Peace be with you this holi-
day season.
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Shrine License
Plates Available
Show your pride in our fraternity by 
purchasing a Shrine license plate for all of
your vehicles and motorcycles.
•  To qualify for the plates, go to the Murat Web site at 

www.muratshrine.org.

• Click on the license plate heading and fill out the form. Printed
forms are also available from the Fraternal Office.

• Send the completed form along with $10 to the Fraternal Office.
The $10 goes to the Linn Van Fund to purchase the
Transportation vans.

• A stamped, approved original will be returned to you. 

• Take that to any BMV office to get your license plates. BMV will
charge a $15 service fee for the plate.

NexGen
Kevin Scott

No matter your religious beliefs, the holiday season should allow us all to be
extra nice to each other and enjoy the great feelings the season brings. This is my
last Murat Magazine article as your NexGen president and I want to thank all of my
supporters and the Unit volunteers who helped out at the NexGen and Murat
events. Your support and participation were much appreciated and did not go
unnoticed. 

Thank you again to all of the volunteers who helped out with the annual
Halloween NexGen party. John and Patti Stowers deserve a special thank-you for
the use and setup of their Halloween decorations. The Halloween party allowed us
to dress up in great costumes and have some “childhood” memories of fun and fel-
lowship.

Congratulations to our new 2012 NexGen Unit officers. Please make sure you
give them the same support you gave me, if not more, in 2012 for their meetings
and events. As a reminder, 2012 NexGen dues are due.

UPCOMING EVENTS: Friday, December 16  – Misfitz/Murat Quartet NexGen
Christmas Party; December 31 – Annual NexGen New Year’s Eve Party/NexGen
Officer Installation. 

Please see the ads in this month’s Murat Magazine.
If you have ideas on what you would like included in our 2012 events, please

contact the 2012 president and officers at muratnexgen@gmail.com. The Unit meets
the second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the basement of the Murat Shrine
and usually meets for dinner informally from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the Oasis Lounge.
If you are interested in joining the Murat NexGen Unit, please feel free to contact
any officer, NexGen member, or attend a meeting or activity event.

317-635-2433
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Corvette Club
Bruce W. Smith

It’s No Mystery, Really!
For the last three years, the Murat

Corvette Club has embarked on a cara-
van of Corvettes with spouses and
friends included for a fully-planned mys-
tery trip through a specific Indiana terri-
tory. The difference is only one couple
has planned out the entire trip in great
detail while all the rest of us follow like
trusting lemmings. Each year we look
forward to a full day of fellowship in the
splendor of the fall season. The couple
responsible for the detailed planning is
this year’s president, Gary Cleveland,
fully aided by his “partner in the action,"
wife, Terry. The only hint offered prior
to the trip is that we would drive
through Cincinnati. 

The trip began with all interested
travelers meeting at a designated starting
point near Camby, IN. We all thought
this is NOT the way to Cincinnati, but
still believed Cincy would transpire
somehow. The count consisted of 14
Corvettes and two standard sedans.
Walkie-talkies were checked, cell phone
numbers exchanged, and we were off

on a chilly fall morning wondering what
our day would consist of.

On SR 67 we drove through
Brooklyn, Paragon, Gosport, Spencer,
Freedom, Worthington, and even across
a one-lane bridge in Newberry. Where
else but Indiana would one find street
names like Hooker Street, Drunkerd’s
Pike, and Critter Road?  There were
some construction obstacles along the
way which were nearly unnoticed as
Terry and Gary utilized mapping meth-
ods to rethink our directions in seconds.

Finally, we were in Amish country
being slowed down behind numerous
horse and buggy teams along the way,
causing us to dodge multiple “road
apples” on our route. Finally, our desti-
nation was reached near Montgomery,

IN, at Gasthof Amish Village! It was a
beautiful farm-like setting of a hotel,
antique shop, gift shop, a flea market,
Amish bakery, and beautiful, large gaze-
bo facing a lovely lake nearby.

The main building housed an all-
you-can-eat Amish buffet with many
homemade foods including Amish
peanut butter and apple butter. Was the
food great? Let’s just say there was a
great deal more radio talk and activity
noticed on the way there than when we
came back to Indy via Bloomington,
New Unionville, Helmsburg, and so on.
Oh yes … Cincinnati? Yes, we drove
through it, as promised. Did you know
there is a Cincinnati, Indiana?? You do
now! 

The evening ended with interested
parties converging at Gary & Terry
Cleveland’s home for food, drinks, and
discussion of the day’s events. So why a
mystery trip? Besides the obvious, it is
one of the most anticipated events of
this Club! The caring, laughter, sharing,
and fun are really no mystery at all.

Daughters of the Nile
Ruth Ann Kelly

Christmas or greeting cards are sent
as part of the traditional celebration for
the Christmas holiday season. Everyone
exchanges cards during the weeks follow-
ing Thanksgiving and before Christmas
Day. In 1875, the first official American
Christmas card was given followed by
cards with envelopes in 1920 containing
nostalgic, sentimental, or religious themes.
They are purchased individually, sold in
boxes with the same or varied designs, or
sent as computerized e-mail cards from
Hallmark. The first official Christmas card
showing White House scenes was sent in
1953 by U.S. President Dwight D.
Eisenhower. Other types of Christmas
cards include commercial, charity, home-
made, computer, and the family’s yearly
letter. Christmas stamps and stickers
round out this seasonal tradition.

Every member in Daughters of the
Nile was saddened to hear of the passing

of Queen Sandra’s husband, Art, in
October. Many prayers, calls, cards, and
condolences were expressed to her dur-
ing this trying time of her life and to all
her family members. It is a blessing to
belong to our organization; Queen Sandra
will definitely feel and know we are there
for her. God bless you at this time.

Nile’s “PACIFIC ISLES” luncheon
and style show will be held on Saturday,
January 14, in the Arabian Room. Doors
will open at 10 a.m. for ladies to shop at
the boutique booths and to offer bids on
many silent auction items. The luncheon
will be served at 11:30 followed by the
style show presented by “Ginger and
Spice.”  The following ladies will parade
down the runway as “Pacific Isle” models:
Audrey Apple, Dorothy Abel, Ruby
Warmouth, LaDonna Culmann, Edwyna
Nolan, and Gina Kerr. Come and bring
your friends to see these gals “strut their

stuff” in their several beautiful outfits that
you will just have to purchase as additions
to your spring wardrobe. The price of this
event is $24 and reservations can be made
by contacting these Past Queens:
Manuella Jefferson at (317) 844-6222 and
Ossie Pryor at (317) 638-8282.   

Our Founder’s Day program was
presented in November by Kay Hinshaw.
Thank you, Kay, for your time and
thoughts in this yearly presentation hon-
oring the years our organization,
Daughters of the Nile, was originated. 

Refreshment hostesses for our
December 7 Stated Meeting will be the
appointed officers. Pharaoh’s Dancers will
be serving refreshments for our January 4
meeting. Come, enjoy, and take part in
our social hour following these Stated
Meetings. 

Closing Thought: Families are like
fudge … mostly sweet with a few nuts!! 
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Firemen’s Club
Tim Whitaker

Merry Christmas Nobles,                                                                                                         
Yes, it’s that time of year! A time to

gather with friends and family, to share
fun, laughter, eat good food and enjoy
the lifestyle that we all enjoy in this won-
derful country we live in. Please keep
our service men and women in your
prayers as they help keep us safe in our
homes.

As the year is close to ending, we
must again look at our fraternity and see
how we as Shriners can strengthen our
Shriner family. Of course, the simple way
is to increase membership. We can do so
by Top-Lining a new member for the
December 3 “Hot Sands” ceremonial. Our
Potentate, Kevin D. Rhodes, would love
to end his year with a large class. Talk
with your friends and co-workers. Now is
the time; we as Shriners need everyone’s
help to keep our fraternity strong. Top-
Line today!

As Potentate Kevin D. Rhodes'
year is coming to a close, we would like

to thank him and Lady Deb for a year of
accomplishments and wish them well in
all of their future endeavors.

President Mark Elder’s year is also
coming to a close with the elections that
take place this month on December 7 at
7 p.m. Mark has had a good year and
has been faced with situations that other
presidents have not encountered. He
has met all challenges head on and
maintained a positive outlook for the
future of our Club. We wish Mark well
and hope he stays involved in the oper-
ation of our Club. Thanks also are
extended to his wife Kelly for support-
ing her man as our president.

As you read this month’s article
and you celebrate the year and the holi-
days, please keep in mind the SHRINE
CIRCUS is just around the corner. Now is
the time to get those ads in and to make
plans to volunteer again this year. I am
happy to report we will once again have
a “Public Safety Night” at the circus. More

information will be forwarded at a later
date, but please start thinking about cir-
cus today! Did you know the Firemen’s
Club finished second in sales last year?
Let’s try to sell just a few more ads this
year and see if we can attain our goal of
being number one.

As we wind down 2011, we find
we have lost some very active members
during the year and they will be sorely
missed. They have led our Club for
many years and kept it active and viable.
As we head into the coming year, I chal-
lenge some of our newer active mem-
bers to step up and take an office. Help
us continue the fine traditions of those
we have lost. And please keep the fam-
ily members in your thoughts and
prayers of those members we have lost.
It will be a difficult time for them—give
them a call and let them know they are
not forgotten. Merry Christmas!

Directors Staff
Gerald Frost

Greetings Nobles and Friends,
Attendance was a little low for a

second meeting since we came back
from the summer break. We had 16
attendance in October compared to 19
last year same meeting. Year to date we
are at 111 attending compared to 146
last year. As you all know, the Directors
Staff has lost several members over the
last couple years to the economy as well
as ailments of beloved members. It was
nice to see three of our four Nubians in
attendance at the October meeting. We
need everyone’s attendance at all meet-
ings to keep you abreast of coming
events and need your participation in
these events. We all hope Mike Karas is
recovering from his illness and will be
able to attend meetings in the future.
Get well Mike—hope to see you soon. 

Please keep us informed as to the
ill health of any members you may have
heard about so we can keep everyone
up to date. With your help, I can try to
make our articles informative and the
best in Murat Shrine. Reminder: dues are

being collected at the December meet-
ing—$20 for full directors and $10 for
veterans. You can mail your check to
me, Gerald Frost, at 3614 Mistletoe Dr.,
Indianapolis, IN 46227. Please make
checks payable to the Directors Staff.

Volunteers are always needed for
our events such as the circus, Paper
Crusade, SDA, bus trips and summer
picnics. If you would like to volunteer to
be on any committee, please let your
president or other Staff officers know
your desires. 

Remember to be selling circus ads
as well as calendar tickets. These are
good fundraisers for the temple and for
the Directors Staff. All ads are due by
January 16, 2012.

By now we will have conducted
our first Directors Staff holiday party on
November 19. We hope everyone had a
great time and enjoyed the food and
friends. If this was a success, you can be
sure we will do it again next year. 

Elections will already have been
held and new officers elected. They are

not known as of this writing but will be
published in the January issue. Hope
everyone has a safe and happy holiday
season. See you at the next meeting.

IMPORTANT DATES TO
REMEMBER

Stated Meeting is Dec. 19 @ 7 p.m.
at Murat Shrine.

Next Directors Staff meeting – Dec.
12 @ 7 p.m. at Murat Shrine (SECOND
MONDAY OF DECEMBER DUE TO THE
HOLIDAYS).

Recruiting is still ongoing. Our
goal is 10 good Nubians for 2011. If you
need applications, please contact me
and I will gladly send some to you ASAP.
Feel free to invite prospects to attend
any of our meetings held on the fourth
Monday of each month. Exceptions for
November and December are second
Monday of the month.

We are always looking for good
men to develop an even better Directors
Staff. “Shriners … Having Fun and
Helping Kids."



DECEMBER 2011 29

VisitationVisitation

2 0 1 2

JANUARY 24 – 28, 2012
Holiday Inn Ft. Myers Beach
6890 Estero Boulevard
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931

Total cost $300 per person. 
Food, drinks, and a good time.
Lin and Bob Coner, Florida trip 2012 co-chairs
For reservations contact the Fraternal Office.

Itinerary:
Tuesday, Jan. 24th- Travel Day
Wednesday, Jan. 25th- Golf available, Cocktail hour, and Dinner @ Legends
Country Club
Thursday, Jan. 26th- Open house for Area Murat Members - Private room
Holiday Inn, Fort Myers Beach with Hospitality Room.
Friday, Jan. 27th- Golf, Boat to Key West, Deep Sea fishing, and just relaxing
in the sun on the beach: End of the day dinner in the beach area.
Saturday, Jan. 28th- Return Travel Day

with Chief Rabban Charlie Crabtree
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Contributions
Photos by Dave McKinney (October 2011)

Potentate Kevin Rhodes accepts a
$200 check for the Murat Transportation
Fund from Club members Tracy
Badgley, Imperial Photographer Bob
Wilson, Joe Krebsbach, John Ulrich,
and Jerry Lance.

Putnam County Shrine Club President
John Jackman is joined by Club mem-
bers John Blaydoe and Jerry Norman in
handing over to Potentate Kevin Rhodes
a check for $2,476.15 from the Club’s
participation in the Paper Crusade. 

Joe Inabnitt, Toddy Inabnitt, Bob
Dancey, and Bob Bland, as representa-
tives of the Johnson County Shrine
Club, present three checks to Potentate
Kevin Rhodes. A total of $1,000 was
given for the following: $300 for the
Lexington Hospital, $400 for the
Transportation Fund, and $300 for the
Children's Christmas Party.

Potentate Kevin Rhodes is given a
$5,000 check for the Transportation
Fund from the Madison County Shrine
Club by its president, Gary Dalzell, and
Club member Steve Wilson.

Tri-County Shrine Club members
Ralph Harvey, Sr., Ralph Harvey, Jr.,
and Dave Disponett accompanied Club
President James Disponett in the pres-
entation of $10,000 to the Murat
Transportation Fund, $1,000 for a
Circus Corporate Sponsorship, and
another $5,000 from their Ladies
Auxiliary for the Transportation Fund. 

Recorder Ed Wolfe gives Potentate
Kevin Rhodes two checks. The first is
$1,000 on behalf of the Decatur County
Shrine Club for the Transportation Fund.
The second check is for $100 and is pre-
sented on behalf of the Southeastern
Indiana Shrine Club to the Jacoby
Foundation for the proposed fence.



Patrol                                                  
Dan Ryan

We are having a Patrol Christmas party on Saturday, December 10, from 4 to
7 p.m. at the Beech Grove Bowl, Albany Street and 2nd Avenue, in (yes you
guessed it) Beech Grove. This free event is for all Patrollers, their families and
guests. Pizza and non-alcoholic beverages will be provided. Adult beverages will
be available. And by some strange coincidence, there will also be some bowling
going on. Be sure to mark your calendars, bring the kids, grandkids, and have a
great time!

As you all know, we had a Reverse Raffle in the Corinthian Room at the tem-
ple November 5. We had a wonderful pork loin dinner with mashed potatoes,
gravy, crunch salad, and the best cornbread muffins I've ever tasted! A $1,000 grand
prize was given away along with a 40" flat screen TV which was raffled off. The
Assistant Rabban was the master of ceremonies and did an outstanding job.

As previously mentioned, the circus is coming up. Our past president and
Divan representative, Jim Priest, is this year's circus chairman. Our vice president,
John Montgomery, has been named the Patrol's circus chairman. He is responsible
for coordinating the Patrol's ad selling efforts. We receive a 20 percent rebate for
every ad we as Patrollers sell. This could result in quite a chunk of change for the
Patrol. The ads almost sell themselves once your friends, bosses, vendors, and
acquaintances know what it's all about. If you need Advertising Sponsor Contracts
or sponsorship information, contact John or go to the Fraternal Office for all of the
stuff you need.

The Cash Calendar Raffle is also going on. These tickets are only $20 and
make a great present for those "hard to shop for" people we all know. See Dan,
our secretary, for your tickets or contact the Fraternal Office.

The photo is from our Weenie Roast/Bonfire in September: (L–R) Scott Eder,
past president; Jim Priest, Assistant Rabban; and Mike Whitaker, treasurer.

Our brother and past president, Jack Bell, age 69, passed away October 24.
He will be sadly missed by his wife, family and all who knew him. He was laid to
rest October 27 in Winchester, KY.

Our next meeting is Tuesday, December 20, in the Patrol Room at the tem-
ple. See y'all there and have a very Merry Christmas.

Montgomery
County Shrine Club

Bob Vanderkolk

The election of officers, the
Christmas parade, and the Ladies'
Night/Installation of Officers Night ...
Hey, Dale Harmon, your super year is
about up, I guess. Congratulations!! It
was a full and most successful year!

The Ladies Night/Installation
Banquet will be held December 10,
2011, again at the Elks Club in
Crawfordsville. Attitude Adjustment
time at 6, dinner at 7. Several nobles
and their ladies will be there whom we
perhaps don't get to visit with at other
times of the year. Last year we first
related the Attitude Adjustment time to
start at 5:30 … it started at 6. I guess
everybody seemed to have a good time
anyway.

We see where a Hugh M.
Hargrove received an Award of Gold
recently. That you Mike?? Our heartiest
congratulations!!

It's Snowbird time again and Edd
Consoer and lady have joined them
down there somewhere. We'll see if we
can track them down as time goes on.

Congratulations Potentate Kevin
Rhodes!! Looks like from here you are
closing out quite a year. Thanks again
President Dale Harmon and nobles for
another GREAT year!! "Shriners …
Having Fun and Helping Kids."
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Scholarships

Murat Business Connection members Mel Anspach, Mitch Sever, Don Williams, Art Borton, Past Potentate Gary Lewis,
Past Potentate Phil Thrasher, and Chris Kinsey are joined by Recorder Emeritus Gordon Husk and Potentate Kevin
Rhodes in the presentation of two $1,000 scholarships at the October 2011 Stated Meeting.
The first check went to Amanda Faulk who was accompanied by her grandmother, Ginny Griffith.
The second check was given to Neal Werle whose mother, Paula, was with him for the presentation.



THE MURAT MAGAZINE32



DECEMBER 2011 33

Band 
Leonard Hull

I seem to be caught up in nostalgia
this month, but I guess it's alright to remem-
ber some of the past so long as we don't
stand in the way of progress or change.

We all have heard of world famous
John Philip Sousa, band director and
composer. Many have heard of "The
Quiet Man" Fred Jewell, director of
"Hay-Day," Barnum and Bailey Circus
composer, and Murat Band director from
1925 to 1935. But few have heard of
probably the greatest of them all in
almost obscurity: James Bradley (J.B.)
Vandaworker of German heritage, direc-
tor of the "Indianapolis News, News
Boys Band" from 1900 until the late '50s,
composer and a true builder of charac-
ter. J.B., as he was affectionately labeled
(Mr. Vandaworker to his face), also
directed the Butler University band in
the '30s and was an acquaintance of
Sousa, Herbert L. Clark and Jewell. A
stern disciplinarian, he earned respect
with reasonable demands and challeng-

ing but attainable goals.
Recognition of this great,

humble man is long overdue.
Small in stature, a giant among
his peers, his Masonic affiliation
is unknown but 40 to 50
Bandsmen, past and present,
served under J.B.'s baton as did
hundreds of young men who
might otherwise have fallen by
the wayside. With his guidance
and encouragement, they
became the heroes and leaders
of today's diminishing era.

Possibly the least known and most
deserving, J.B. taught discipline, respect,
leadership and responsibility as well as
music at no cost to boys from 9 to 18.
Oh what a lesson he taught by that lead-
ership he displayed.

Harold Lloyd of silent movie fame
was Imperial Potentate at the 1941
Indianapolis Imperial Session. One evening
the Imperial Sir and Shrine Bandsmen from

coast to coast visited the
"News Band" rehearsal in the
old Peoples Dentist Building
to pay tribute to J.B. and us
siblings.

As a 17-year-old, I
knew little of the Masonic fra-
ternity or Shrinedom except
seeing grown men enjoying
life as they squirted ladies
wearing silk stockings with
water pistols, then rewarded
them handsomely for any

damage or embarrassment they may have
incurred (this was pre-nylon days).

Thirty-two years later as a rookie
in the Murat Band, six other Murat
Bandsmen had played under the baton
of James Bradley Vandaworker before
me and today, three or four who were in
the band after me.

Needless to say, the impression
imparted on so many is a fortune shared
by all blessed by having J.B. pass our way.

Builder of Men.

Prices include:
•  One line of text on right (name)

Additional $5 for up to two lines of text on right
for title of Club/Unit

Men’s Long or Short Sleeve ........................................................$34
Men’s or Ladies Camp Shirt ........................................................$40
Ladies 3/4 sleeve ..........................................................................$30

These prices are 
for shirts up to XL.

XXL - add $4
XXXL - add $4

XXXXL - add $4 To order, please contact the
Fraternal Office.

2 0 1 2  P o t e n t a t e ’s  S h i r t

Camp Shirt

Coming January 1, the
2012 Potentate’s pin/logo
will be available.
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Show your support for Speedway Lodge No 729 as they prepare
for the Grand Master’s Reception in 2013. 

With your donation below your will receive:

All major credit cards and PayPal are accepted.

Indiana Freemasons
Telescoping Pen

Shrine Circus Ball Cap Indiana Freemasons
Leatherman Knife and 

Mag Lite Set

Lost Symbol and FM for
Dummies Book Set

Masonic Tie from England

$18 $25 $50 $60 $100

Order at www.gl2013.com 
or call (877) 969-2724. 

Shriners Hospitals for Children Honor A.B. Hudson:
$60 Million is largest single gift ever to SHC

His life’s desire was to leave his full estate to the organiza-
tion he loved and worked to support throughout his lifetime:
Shriners Hospitals for Children®. On Oct. 22, the hospitals’ offi-
cials will gather in St. Louis with A.B. Hudson’s family and
friends to honor him for a gift of more than $60 million, the
largest in the organization’s nearly 90-year history.

Known widely throughout Kansas as a rancher, business-
man, entrepreneur, inventor and benefactor, A.B. Hudson
passed away in 2008 at the age of 84 at his home in Wichita Falls.
A lifetime member of the Shriners International fraternity, he was
a member of his chapter’s Mounted Patrol and traveled the coun-
try – from California to the White House – with his beloved
horse, Hobo.

In honor of his gift, Shriners Hospitals for Children will
name its St. Louis hospital building for him.

“It humbles us to know that someone of Mr. Hudson’s
accomplishments had the lifetime desire to leave his estate to
Shriners Hospitals for Children,” said Douglas E. Maxwell, chair-
man of the Board of Trustees of the international pediatric hos-
pital system. “This is the largest single gift any one donor has
given to our hospitals, and it’s perfectly fitting that we name our
St. Louis hospital in his memory.”

Hudson’s daughter, Michele Rothe, members her family,
and numerous friends, employees and colleagues of Mr.
Hudson’s will gather in St. Louis for the special ceremony in his
honor Saturday, Oct. 22, at 4:30 p.m.

“Dad was very proud to be a Shriner and the accomplish-
ments they made assisting children requiring medical care,” said

Rothe. “I am proud that my dad’s life desire was to leave this gift
to Shriners Hospitals for Children and I know that his friends and
I are also very proud to be part of his legacy and the ability to
contribute to pediatric care.”

Hospital officials say that this is the most significant dona-
tion in the organization’s history, and allows them to perpetuate
the mission of caring for children regardless of their ability to pay.

“We are thrilled that Mr. Hudson’s family and friends will
be here in St. Louis, so that we may show our gratitude for his
support,” said Mark Ringenberg, chairman of the hospital’s
Board of Governors. “It’s people like Mr. Hudson who continue
to inspire us as Shriners, as well as our staff members at the hos-
pital, reminding us of the important mission we have the privi-
lege of carrying out because of their generous support.”

Mr. Hudson began working with his brothers after school
at age 7. As a partner in Hudson Oil Company, which was later
sold to Koch Oil, he began working full time at age 16. In 1958,
he founded his own companies, Workingman’s Friend and
Highway Oil, which grew to more than 700 employees.

At one time, A.B. Hudson was one of the largest landown-
ers in the state of Kansas. He was one of the largest independ-
ent cattlemen in Kansas and Texas for many years, and was
known as a great steward of the land. In addition, he anony-
mously supported numerous projects in addition to Shriners
Hospitals for Children, such as rebuilding churches, supporting
museums, and creating a foundation to build new homes for tor-
nado victims in Greensburg, Kansas.
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COMING
EVENTS

DECEMBER
THU. 1 DEADLINE FOR  JANUARY

MAGAZINE
SAT. 3 Murat Ceremonial
SAT. 10 Texas Hold’em
SUN. 11 Children’s Christmas Party
MON. 19 Divan Meeting, Board Meeting

Stated Meeting  7 p.m.
Annual Meeting and election 
of officers

FRI. 23 Fraternal Office Closed
SUN. 25 MERRY CHRISTMAS
FRI. 30 Fraternal Office Closed

JANUARY 2012
SUN. 1 HAPPY NEW YEAR!
MON. 2 DEADLINE FOR  FEBRUARY

MAGAZINE
SAT. 14 Grand Lodge Founder’s Day

Texas Hold’em
MON. 16 Divan Meeting, Board Meeting

Stated Meeting  7 p.m.
SAT. 21 Murat Leadership Seminar
TUES. 24– Florida Visitation
SAT. 28

FEBRUARY
WED. 1 DEADLINE FOR  MARCH MAGAZINE
SAT. 11 Texas Hold’em
FRI. 17 Little Pig Initiation
MON. 20 Divan Meeting, Board Meeting

Stated Meeting  7 p.m.

MARCH
THU. 1 DEADLINE FOR  APRIL MAGAZINE
THU. 1 – Murat Shrine Circus
SUN. 4
SAT. 10 Texas Hold’em
MON. 19 Divan Meeting, Board Meeting

Stated Meeting  7 p.m.
SAT. 24 Potentate’s Ball

APRIL
MON. 2 DEADLINE FOR  MAY MAGAZINE
FRI. 13 Ringmaster’s Banquet

Band Night
SAT. 14 Texas Hold’em
MON. 16 Divan Meeting, Board Meeting

Stated Meeting  7 p.m.

MAY
TUE. 1 DEADLINE FOR  JUNE MAGAZINE
SAT. 5 Murat Shrine Ceremonial
SAT. 12 Texas Hold’em
MON. 21 Divan Meeting, Board Meeting

Stated Meeting  7 p.m.
THU. 24 Murat Shrine Memorial Service
FRI. 25 Band Night

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 
Shriners Hospital & Transportation Fund

(The current Murat calendars 
for 2011 are available at

http://calendar.yahoo.com/muratshrine)

TRANSPORTATION FUND
Tri-County Shrine Club
Madison County Shrine Club
Johnson County Shrine Club
Murat Firemen's Club
Decatur County Shrine Club
Marvin W. Cornwell
Kaye Hinshaw

In Memory of Richard D. Beuoy
Murat Dramatic Cast

In Memory of Susann Cook
Past Potentate Wives
Stanley & Hattie Moore
Timothy & Susan Pence
Gary & Barbara Lewis
Candace Peterson
Norman & Mildred Pace
Jay & Brenda Jones
Mark & Cathy Genung
Harold & Joyce Pierce
Jerry & Judy Bardsley
Electrical Enterprises, Inc.
Alan & Lillian Crawford
Keith & Jane Guetschow

In Memory of Geor ge Day
James A. Ashley
Murat Firemen's Club
Amy L. Huff
Kay & Robert Sevier

In Memory of Eva Morr is
Stanley & Hattie Moore
Marilyn & T. J. Grant

In Memory of Stanley & Jesse Lucas
Stanley & Hattie Moore
William & Jo Ann Eckstein
Ray & Martha Lucas

In Memory of Glen Chew
Stanley & Hattie Moore

In Memory of James Edward
Dresslar
Barbara & Robert Dancey

In Memory of Francie Williams
Ladies Card Clubs

In Memory of Phyllis Hear n
James & Judith Taflinger

In Memory of Mary Wykowski
Lil' Istiks

In Memory of Mae Fr ick
Lil' Istiks

In Memory of Betty Dixon
Lil' Istiks

In Memory of Robert Naessens
Keihin North America, Inc.
James & Eleanor Fikes
William & Cynthia Cullom

In Memory of Helen Murphy
Welton & Linda Beliles

In Memory of Wayne E. Circle
Hancock County Shrine Club

In Memory of Paul S. Shambaugh
Hancock County Shrine Club

In Memory of Frank V.
Henderson
Robert & Barbara Dancey
Robin & Lloyd Dancey
Cindy, Darrell & Kaleb Dancey

HOSPITAL FUND
Johnson County Shrine Club
Charles D. Nuthak
Gerald L. Locke, Jr.
Clayton Martin
Cecil C. Wayland
Eddie R. Johnson, Jr.
James L. Vestile

Herbert J. Cummings
John J. Bosman
Rodney L. Ira
Roy W. Rapp, III
Juel R. Carman
Robert A. Griffin
Randy J. Zentz
Dr. Michael C. Stoner
Frederick C. Carey
Marshall R. Brooks
Russell B. Chorpenning
Richard Turner
Donald G. Maxey
Devchand Patel
Francis M. Lineback
Carl W. West
Darl C. Miller, Jr.
Cort D. Davisson
Larry E. Broshar
Wayne R. Hobson
Howard L. Malcomb
Kathlene Combs
Don Fuller
Pauline Parker
Shannon Smith
Charles Townsend
Burton Woolery Post No. 18
Jean Furlong
Rodney Van Pelt

In Memory of Richard D. Beuoy
Melanie & Jim Smith
William & Joy Beuoy
Richard & Jane Miller

In Memory of John Watters
James & Katherine Belden
Betty S. Senior
Dr. Victor H. Mercer
Robert & Barbara Lagalo

In Memory of Laver n Smith
Ray & Anita Dixon

In Memory of Bud Bar ry
Ed & Evy Hunter

NEVER PAY DUES AGAIN!!!!
That’s right!! You now have the opportunity to help Murat Shrine build its
membership and never pay dues again!!

If you sponsor and Top-Line Sign three petitions this year, your dues for 2012
will be free. Better yet … be the Top-Line Signer on 15 new petitions and your
dues are free for the rest of your life!!! 

So get out there and ask your buddies to join you in supporting our Shriners
Hospitals and our fraternity. Let them know how much fun you have at 
Murat Shrine!!!
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