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POTENTATE MESSAGE

From the Potentate
WOW … what a ball we did have at this

year’s Potentate’s Ball!! It was quite a surprise to
see IFD’s Fire Engine #7 as part of the escort to
the Shrine that sunny Saturday. When we
walked into the Egyptian Room,
the red lights started flashing. It
was a real “Hearts on Fire”
event. Thank you one and all for
helping make the night so
incredible. A special thank you
to my Unit, the Firemen’s Club,
for all of your help. It was so
good to see so many of you
there. To our family and special
guests, thank you for being there for Sally Jo
and me. We hope everyone had as much fun as
we did.

The following weekend, the Mobil
Nobles had their annual “Little Pig” dinner and
officially welcomed Outer Guard Bill Rasner to
the Divan.

The next night we traveled to Madison
County Shrine Club for their annual Potentate’s
Party. We were greeted by a fire engine with
sirens and lights and a fire department honor
guard. Thank you for a wonderful evening.

I think we all survived the circus. Thank
you to everyone who helped make this year’s
circus a great one. Things were a little different,
but we all worked together to make it work.
Thanks to Ted Crosley, the committee chairs,
the office staff, and all the nobles and ladies
who helped and volunteered their time.

I want to personally thank Tim Whitaker
for organizing the special presentations that
were made to me by the State Fire Marshal’s
Office and the Indianapolis Fire Department

Friday evening. I was very humbled and hon-
ored. I appreciate the support of the Firemen’s
Club and Police Club during the presentations.
I would also like to thank my daughter Dawn

for representing the Credit
Union, son Scott for assisting the
Fire Marshal, and the rest of the
family who were present up in
the audience.

A special thanks to the
Clowns for my afternoon as
“Squirt,” the Fireman Clown. It
was a lot of fun and I enjoyed
being a part of your circus skit.

Don’t forget the Ringmaster’s Banquet on
April 5.

May 1-4 is Kerbela Fun Fest. If you are
planning to go, please contact the office. The
rooms are going fast.

Imperial Potentate Bernard Lemieux will
be here to attend the Indy 500.

On Friday, May 23, there will be a dinner
for the Imperial Sir. It will be in the Arabian
Room and it is open to all Murat nobles and
their ladies. Following the dinner, there will be
a band for your enjoyment.

Please mark your calendars and check
the magazine for activities.

Thanks for all you do for Murat and for
the children in our hospitals.

Remember – Nobles … Create in ’08.

Yours in the Faith,

Ronald M. Elliott
Potentate 2008

Honored Ladies
Betty J. Rathbun

The Honored Ladies of Murat Shrine had a very impressive program with Mr. George L.
Eastman, director of marketing and admissions at the Indiana Masonic Home, Inc. Also speaking
to the group was Rhonda Johnson from Acacia Home Health Services. They told of the many
changes in the way a person is eligible to enter the Indiana Masonic Home. Literature was left for
us plus several very useful trinkets.

The Honored Ladies meet the fourth Thursday of each month in the Corinthian Room of the
Murat Shrine Center. Lunch is served at 11:30 a.m., the cost is $9, and reservations are required. A
short meeting is held followed by a program. Our program next month is expected to be a big
surprise.
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Ladies Card
Party &

Luncheon

Wednesday, April 2
10 a.m.

Buffet Lunch at Noon

Tickets $20
Available in

the Shrine Office

��

From the Recorder
Gordon J Husk

As a footnote to this month’s Hospital News story, we repeat excerpts from the
blog comments of a producer who was sent from New York City to Shriners Hospital
in Cincinnati to announce Kacy Hardenbrook and Jordan Edsall had been selected to
be married during the “Live With Regis and Kelly” show.

“Our wedding team decided to send me to Cincinnati, OH, to ambush our wed-
ding couple … What I thought would be a quick and easy trip turned into something
very different … As a producer, you see a lot of things … I thought I was prepared
for this situation … Boy, was I wrong … Shriners doesn’t feel like a ‘hospital’ … It felt
more like a place of hope and rehabilitation … That’s where it got to us all … We saw
little kids, burned from head to toe, walking around … At first, I was saddened and
taken aback … Just to see these innocent little kids, burned and changed for life …
Hassan (one cameraman) called his daughter right away and told her he loved her …
I thought about my little nieces … John (the other cameraman) looked at pictures of
his kids … It was really sad … But, once we met the wedding couple, I saw things in
a different light … Your first reaction is whoa, look at that … Then you talk to them
and see it’s something on the outside … You start to see beauty really is only skin
deep … After talking to the couple for about an hour, we set up the ambush and sur-
prised them with their wedding … They were so excited! So were we … We realized
how we had just taken something so traumatic and changed their lives forever … The
kids, I mean, are so adorable … Once you sit down and really see that despite the
bandages, they’re normal little kids who laugh and say cheese when they see a cam-
era … It’s hard at first because as a culture we’re inclined to stare and see that some-
one does not look like us, but once you realize how beautiful someone really is, how
strong they are in a time of crisis, you almost forget the outside …We hung with them
for a couple of days and headed back to NY … They are truly a deserving couple …
I’m honored to be a part of something that has changed a couple’s life, and the peo-
ple around them, forever …”

To All the Ladies
Sally Jo Elliott

“April showers bring May flowers,” and am I ready for spring flowers. I think we
are all tired of the cold, gray days of winter.

The month of February was fantastic, beginning with the Potentate’s Ball. It was a
wonderful evening from beginning to end. I would like to thank the entire Ball Committee
and all of the Clubs and Units that worked so hard to make the event such a memorable
one. Ron and I appreciate the time and effort everyone gave in making the ball a suc-
cess. A special thank you to Charlotte Dean and her Decorating Committee for the love-
ly table and stage decorations. You did another outstanding job!! We have received many
compliments. To every person who attended the ball, thank you very much for being
there to support us. That is my one regret, that I did not get around to see who all was
there. Congratulations to Colleen Whitaker, who won the Hearts on Fire diamond ear-
rings that were donated by Bob McGee of McGee Jewelers.

At the Ladies Night Out dinner on February 15, there were over 80 ladies and with
all of the laughing and talking, it sounded as though everyone had fun. Ladies, thank you
for attending. To all of the Divan ladies, thank you for helping me organize the evening.

Thank you Madison County Shrine Club for a wonderful evening. The limo ride,
the fire engine, and the wall of special pictures were unbelievable, not to mention the
good food and fellowship. A special thank you to the ladies who traveled around the
state, visiting firehouses to take pictures. I know that must have been a hard job!!

The circus is over and so is February. Thank you to all who volunteered and
worked many hours before, during and after this huge event. I hope you got to enjoy
some of the acts while you were there. For me, the highlight of the circus was getting to
ride on the elephant (two times!). A special thank you to the Mobil Nobles for all the
meals(especially the "Sloppy Sally Jo's") they prepared the week of the circus. Everything
was delicious!

Kerbela is around the corner … May 1-4. It is a fun place to go where you can
enjoy fun, food, fellowship and shopping.

Please check the magazine and/or Web site for upcoming events. Thank you again
for your support and participation. Remember to Live … Laugh … Love. I look forward
to seeing you soon.



The telephone call was unexpected.
Mel Knigga, a Murat noble and a
member of Southeastern Indiana

Shrine Club, asked if we could recognize
his daughter-in-law in some way, per-
haps by giving her a plaque. He said
Kim had written a letter to the TV show
“Live With Regis and Kelly.” The show
has a contest each year, and the winning
couple has a wedding ceremony during
the television broadcast of the show.

It is not the purpose of this article to
tell the story of the wedding of Kacy
Hardenbrook and Jordan Edsall. We invite
readers to go to the Web site www.bven-
tertainment.go.com/tv/buenavista/reg-
isandkelly/index.html to witness a beauti-
ful rendition of the couple’s story and
details of the wedding contest. Kacy and
her daughters, Hanna and Rylea, were very
severely burned in a house fire (gas explo-
sion) in Garrett, IN, in August 2007. Deb,
the grandmother of Hanna and Rylea,
received serious burns when she ran into
the house to rescue her granddaughters.
All four of the injured were initially treated
at a hospital in Ft. Wayne. That hospital
quickly contacted Shriners Hospitals for
Children and the little girls were flown to
Cincinnati for treatment. While Kacy
remained hospitalized in Ft. Wayne, Jordan
was with the girls in Cincinnati during the
week and visited Kacy on weekends.

Now, we go back to Mel Knigga’s
telephone call. With obvious pride, Mel
told how his daughter-in-law took time
away from her job and family to spend
every day with Hanna and Rylea. She
entertained them, helped feed them, and
made their lives much happier. The
photo showing Jordan, Rylea (in high
chair), Kacy and Hanna at Shriners
Hospital was submitted to the TV show,
along with Kim’s letter. Kacy, Kim,
Jordan and Rylea are pictured on the
wedding day. Deb is shown at the wed-

ding. A “before” photo of Hanna was
taken shortly before the fire. She had
just been named “Little Miss Garrett.”

Many people have learned more
about Shriners Hospitals because of the on-
air wedding and the treatment the girls
have received. Hanna and Rylea will be
treated by Shriners Hospital in Cincinnati
for several years, and Kacy is receiving
rehabilitation at the same hospital. The TV
show’sWeb site has a link that enables peo-
ple to donate directly to Shriners Hospitals.

All this resulted from one woman’s
unselfish actions. Kim Knigga wrote a let-
ter, gave her time and talent to people in
need, and helped a family receive physical,
emotional and financial healing. Kim plans
to be a frequent volunteer at Shriners
Hospital. We salute Kim, andwe thankMel
Knigga for telling us “the rest of the story.”

Please see the “From the Recorder”
article in this issue for another footnote
to this story.

HOSP ITAL NEWS

“We Are So Grateful to Kim for
Writing the Letter”

GORDON J HUSK
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Hanna right before accident. She had
just won Little Miss Garrett.

Hanna and Aunt Kimmy in playroom.
She loved being a princess.

Kacy, Jordan,Ryleaand I at theirwedding.

Kacy, Jordan,Ryleaand I at theirwedding.

Deb, Hanna and Rylea’s grandma.

This is the picture I took of all four of
them at Rylea’s birthday party at
Shriners Hospital a few days prior. This
is also the picture I sent in with my let-
ter to the “Live with Regis & Kelly
Show.”
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Kerbela Fun Fest
PIGEON FORGE, TN
MUSIC ROAD INN

May 1 - 4, 2008

Deadline for Reservations is March 25, 2008

Deposit is $94 for first night room plus $10 per person
hospitality charge plus $10 per noble for Fun Fest
registration. Limited suites are available for $134 first night
deposit plus $10 per person hospitality charge plus $10 per
noble for Fun Fest registration. Reservations can be made
through the Fraternal Office.

The Reception Unit has tickets for the Vandells
Concert. Contact the Reception Unit for these tickets.

July 17

Potentate’s
Golf Outing

Winding Ridge
Golf Course
East 56th Street
Indianapolis, IN

Noon Shotgun Start
Contact: Murat Shrine Golf, 510 N. New

Jersey St., Indianapolis, IN 46204,
Attn: DonMelvin, Golf Meister

Includes: Green Fees, 1/2
Cart, Zem-Zem on Course,

Prizes and Dinner at Winding Ridge after
Golf, with Special Prize by Lockhart
Cadillac for first Hole-in-One on designated
Par 3, and many other surprises.

PLUS: Blue Lodge Trophy Contest,
4-man team.

$62

DONATIONS FOR PRIZE FUND
ARE WELCOMED
The Golf Committee is accepting merchandise for
prizes. Greens and tees are available at $50
each, no limit. Advertiser may furnish own sign if
he wishes (24” x 24” max.). Donations are not
tax deductible as a charity event.

Dinner with the
Imperial Potentate

BERNARD J. LEMIEUX, M.D.

May 23—Arabian Room
6PM Social | 7PM Dinner

Choice of three entrees:
1. Grilled Fillet
Medallions

2. Pancetta Wrapped
Chicken Breast

3. Baked Tilapia with
Shrimp Gazpacho Sauce

All dinners include
dinner roll, salad, twice
baked potato, Parmesan
roasted tomatoes.
Dessert will be
Chocolate Zucotto.

Doors open at 8PM
for everyone to enjoy
band night featuring
Shooters.

Tickets may be purchased
at the Fraternal Office
after April 14
Price is $25.00 per person

Dress is Sport Coat with
open collar and we
would never tell a lady
what to wear.
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2nd Annual Murat Shrine
and Prather York Rite
Bodies Potentate’s York
Rite One-Day Class

In Honor of the Illustrious Sir Ron Elliott

Saturday, June 14, 2008
& Saturday June 21, 2008

7502 E. 56th Street
Indianapolis, IN

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

JUNE 14

3:00 p.m. Registration

3:30 p.m. Mark Master

4:45 p.m. Past Master

5:15 p.m. Most Excellent Master

5:45 p.m. Introduction of
Distinguised Guests

6:15 p.m. Dinner

7:15 p.m. Royal Arch

9:00 p.m. Royal Master

9:30 p.m. Short Form Shrine
Ceremonial

JUNE 21

3:00 p.m. Registration

3:30 p.m. Select Master

4:30 p.m. Order of the Red Cross

5:30 p.m. Order of Malta

6:30 p.m. Dinner

7:30 p.m. Order of the Temple

For more information on Prather York
Rite Bodies visit our Web site

http://groups.google.com/group/PratherYR

Veteran Car Club
Bill Arterberry

Nobles, I am thinking about the Shrine Circus at this
time; it’s cold and snowing and it seems like spring will
never get here. I think when our Snowbirds return, spring
can’t be far behind. Our cars are sitting under their covers
waiting to parade. Soon it will be time to check all of the
fluids, oil, water, brakes and power steering, tire pressure
and battery acid. Getting them ready is part of the fun of
owning an old car.

Several members attended the Purdue Glee Club
show at the Scottish Rite. The young men are a pleasure to
listen to and meet after the show. If you have not seen
them, you are missing a very special group. They sing sev-
eral types of music and come out into the audience to sing
to some of the ladies one on one. Our country is in good
hands with these talented young men.

Our new president, Danny Thomas, is promising
many activities to keep the cars rolling. He said he is work-
ing on a guest speaker at our next meeting but has not told
us who it is. I have said this many times but here I go
again. We do not require the ownership of an old car to be
a member of this Club – only that you like them. To parade
with us, your car must be old enough to get antique plates,
which is 25 years. Come meet with us on the second
Monday night of each month. Our members are more than
willing to let you ride with us in the parades.

NexGen
Matt Boyer

Nobles,
It is a pleasure to write all of you once more. The

weather out there has been tricky and fluctuated once or
twice but NexGen’s purpose hasn’t. If you are young (under
46) or young at heart and want to know more about our
group – just come out and see us. We are hosting some
mini-events, which seem to be doing well to keep the fel-
lowship alive. These events are meant for anyone to attend,
so bring your wives, family, and friends (regardless of if they
are Shriners or not … heck, they don’t even need to be
Masons!).

The upcoming events can be found on our
Web site at www.groups.google.com/group/murat-nex-
gen/web/upcoming-events in order to see if any of them
will fit into your schedules. You can also find us on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month for our Stated Meeting down at
the Shrine.

I also want to take the time to thank all those who
took some time out of their weekend to help with the cir-
cus. We all know how important it can be and how helpful
to raise funds and awareness of our wonderful hospitals.

Looking forward to seeing you all soon!
Yours in faith …
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Jefferson Elected
President of

Shrine Treasurers’
Association

Larry D. Jefferson, P.P. and our treasurer, was
elected the 2008-2009 president of STANA (Shrine
Treasurers’ Association of North America). Imperial
Potentate Dr. Bernard D. (Bernie) Lemieux installed
Larry on Monday, March 3, at the STANA winter semi-
nar in Tampa, FL. Larry has served as an officer for the
past four years.

The purpose of STANA is as follows:

MISSION STATEMENT
• To provide publications and newsletters that will

provide Shrine Temples with a source of valuable
information

• To provide a midwinter meeting for training, leg-
islation, and the exchange of ideas which will
assist Temples in solving their financial and
accounting problems.

VISION STATEMENT
• Assist all Temple Treasurers to perform their elect-

ed task as Chief Financial Officers of their respec-
tive Temples.

• To employ the latest acceptable financial and
accounting principles at all Shrine Temples in
order to maximize Temple operating and finan-
cial performance.

• To enhance the individual Temple Treasurer’s
position so that it will attract the most qualified
Nobles within our organization.

• Develop and make recommendations that will fur-
ther safeguard our Temples from financial and
operating risks.
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El’ Ameen Nabeel
Dave Heckman

April 16 is approaching rapidly. Have you made your reservations for the XX-
V meeting at the Gun Club? You should have gotten some mail from Earl Moore
with a reservation and an application form for membership so you could recom-
mend a fellow from your Unit. Now you need to call him at (317) 899-2751 or
(317) 946-9786 to be sure you are included.

A couple of years ago, they started an optional menu with a choice of entrée.
It’s a little extra work for Earl to keep track of and for the kitchen crew at the Gun
Club to prepare, but it seems to have inspired some to attend who had quit com-
ing because of always having steak! Now there is a choice. Get your reservation
in NOW! Remember there are no annual dues, just the price of the dinner for mem-
bers and the charge for the jewel for the candidates.

Do you guys remember when you could only actively belong to one Unit at
a time but could be an associate member to as many others as you wanted to pay
dues to? Things sure have changed over the years. Some Units were forced to turn
applicants away because there just wasn’t a slot for them to parade. The Horse
Patrol was limited to a certain number of riders and horses, and the 500 Club only
had room for a certain number of cars. Marching drills were only available for a
certain size patrol, and the band could only march so many wide and deep on the
street; concerts were another story for number of players and balance of sound. It
made a lot of sense when there were so many Shriners looking for a way to par-
ticipate in Units and activities.

“You only get out what you put in,” is still a very true statement. El’ Ameen
Nabeel is a way to honor that participation.

As for you new guys to the fraternity, why not set a goal to become eligible
for membership? A good way to start is to plan now to attend the Imperial Session
at St. Louis, MO, this July. It is close, easy to get to, and there are lots of family
activities and attractions to visit while there. I am sure your Unit could use you in
the parade, and if not, or you are not yet in a Unit, contact Earl Moore and he can
help you get involved with the flag corps or another Unit which might need some
help! Pitching in at hospitality is always a good way to meet other Murat Nobles
and have fun at the same time, too. There is always room to ride in one of the
antique cars of the Veteran Car Club, walk with the Patrol, bang the cymbals with
the Band, help with the “sag wagon,” help balance the roller blade skaters of the
NexGen, or whatever! I’m sure you get the idea. “Meet me in St. Louis!”

Flying Fezzes
Patrick DeCallier

Well, our February meeting was a real “wing-
dinger.” To start off with, our “prez” pulled out a
surprise “birthday cake” for his wife over in the
lounge, just about 30 minutes before our regular
meeting. His wife was completely surprised, and
all of us who came in the lounge before the meet-
ing got a piece of a great tasting birthday cake.

Robert C. Holck was our guest speaker at the
meeting. Mr. Holck entered the U.S. Navy in 1963
and served aboard the USS Kitty Hawk in Vietnam.
He was a computer technician and had some inter-
esting “tales” about his Navy service, which lasted
until January of 1969.

Afterwards, there was some discussion about
getting members to man a booth for the Shrine Circus. In addition, the Flying Fezzes
will be helping out at a new air show at the Columbus airport in October.

Robert C. Holck receives the
Flying Fezzes coffee cup and
airplane from President Tercy
Kimble.

Oasis Lounge
Discontinued
Lunch Service

Gordon Husk, Recorder

Noble John Stowers and his wife
Patti began providing food and bever-
age services for Murat and its members
on December 3, 2006. They served
lunch in the Oasis Lounge, provided
food and beverage service during the
evening hours in the lounge, and
catered meals in the building, both for
Murat Clubs and Units and for outside
groups. They have become known for
providing high quality service for wed-
dings, business meetings and other
major events.

During their first year, John and
Patti incurred substantial operating loss-
es from the Oasis Lounge lunch opera-
tion. While it was necessary to provide
and pay for cooking and serving staff
from early morning until late evening,
there have been many occasions when
only three or four people ate lunch in
the lounge. Seldom did the lunch
crowd exceed 15 people. It has
become economically unfeasible for
them to continue serving lunch.
Murat's Board of Directors agreed lunch
service in the Oasis Lounge should be
discontinued.

Although lunch service will be
discontinued as of Friday, March 14, the
Oasis Lounge will open at 4 p.m. on
weekdays and food service will begin
at 5 p.m. Additional details concerning
service hours in the Oasis Lounge will
be provided later. John and Patti plan
to continue catering Murat Club and
Unit events, as well as outside events.
By concentrating on those events, they
plan to improve service to everyone,
and they look forward to serving the
needs of Murat members.

Murat Clubs and Units are
encouraged to give advance notice to
the Oasis Lounge staff of the number of
people they expect to have for dinner
in the Oasis Lounge before Club and
Unit meetings, in order that appropriate
staff can be available. This will help
assure timely service and get members
to meetings on time.
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Port-A-Pit
Catering

Specializes in Charcoal Grilling

Fundraising made simple
Hassle free planning for:

• Fundraisers • Church Socials • Golf Outings
• Weddings • Picnics • Family Reunions

Chicken • Ribs • Pork Chops • and More!
We can also supply all the side dishes!

Contact: Noble Mitch Sever at 317-228-9676
E-mail: M-NSever@msn.com

GREG
MILLER

A T T O R N E Y A T L A W
132 E. Main St., Ste. 101
P.O. Box 936
Crawfordsville, IN 47933-0936
P: (765) 362-5755
F: (765) 362-5591
E: millerg@gregmillerlaw.com

ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS • ESTATES • TRUSTS

Band
Dave Heckman

The Murat Band is the oldest Unit
in Murat Shriners, and for the first time
in its history, one man holds two elec-
tive offices at the same time. It has hap-
pened that an individual has held every
elective office of the Band. Tom Davis
is the only person to have served the
Band’s progressive officers’ line as treas-
urer through president, and then be
elected as director another year, all in
the decade of the 1980s. He even
accomplished this feat without being
able to read a single note of music or
play any musical instrument besides the
radio, record-, tape-, or CD-player! Now
we have a current president and Band
director combined who is not only
accomplished as a musician and direc-
tor, but also as an arranger, writer, and
teacher. Ray Hauser, Jr. is a graduate of
the Jordan College of Music at Butler
University and a product of one of the
Indianapolis Metropolitan School

Systems. He has taught music and
directed bands in the Franklin Township
School District for his entire career, so
far. He has also consulted with other
districts for school band competitions
and has judged in several music con-
tests. Ray joined the Murat Band in 1980
as a saxophone player and has changed
sections as the need arose including
trombone, trumpet, and percussion. He
became our director in 2003 and has
served faithfully in that capacity ever
since.

A minority of the membership has
played their instruments continuously
since first taking lessons. Some had
even put them away for longer than 30
years before remembering them in the
attic and dusting them off to join the
Band. Unlike some Units, we do not
teach the members to play. They all
have some limited talent and remember
the enjoyment they got in their youth

from playing in a band. There is no
longer an audition to join Murat’s Band.
Bring your horn to rehearsals and jump
back in. We do have a few instruments
to “loan” and percussion equipment is
available, too.

The Band has only one actual
“business meeting” a year – when the
officers for the next year will be elected
and any other business may be transact-
ed. Our rehearsals are just about every
Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. in the
Corinthian Room at the Shrine Center.
We play six or eight concerts or parades
a year besides the annual Murat Circus.
A number of guys gather after 5 p.m. in
the lounge to try and solve the problems
of the world before rehearsal. Please
come join us, with or without an instru-
ment. We, as well as you, will be glad
you did. Remember that the parade sea-
son is about to start and there is room
for YOU on our bandwagon.



ACCOUNTANTS
Christopher L. Cox, Scott Schuster
Katz Sapper & Miller LLP
800 E. 96th St., Suite 500
P.O. Box 40857, Indpls, IN 46240
(317) 580-2408; fax (317) 805-2369;
cell (317) 752-3495
ccox@ksmcpa.com; ww.ksmcpa.com

ACCOUNTING/MERGER/ESTATES
Don Richards
RCPAG Financial Group, Inc.
6350 N. Shadeland Ave., Suite 3
P.O. Box 50248, Indpls, IN 46250
(317) 576-9100, Cell: (317) 414-2105
fax (317) 576-9105
drichards@rcpag.com; www.rcpag.com

ARCHITECTS/INTERIOR DESIGN
Scott Perez, AIA, CSI, LEED AP - President
Kenneth Jackson - Vice-President/Creative
Director
Fulcrum STUDIOS, Inc.
212 West 10th St., Suite B330
Indianapolis, IN 46202
(317) 488-8888; fax (317) 488-8008;
cell (317) 538-4138 / (317) 538-0392
sperez@fulcrum-studios.com,
kjackson@fulcrum-studios.com
www.fulcrum-studios.com.

ATTORNEYS
Philip C. Thrasher, Attorney-at-Law
Thrasher Buschmann Griffith & Voelkel, P.C.
151 N. Delaware Street, Suite 1900
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 686-4773, fax (317) 686-4777
thrasher@indiana-attorneys.com
voelkel@indiana-attorneys.com

Steven Sams, Attorney-at-Law
Smith & Wade
12900 N. Meridian St., Suite 100
Carmel, IN 46032
(317) 814-4030 #108; fax 814-4040
ssams@smithwade.net
www.smithwade.net

Gary M. Selig, P.C.
Attorney-at-Law
1416 N. Pennsylvania St.
Indianapolis, IN 46202
(317) 202-3202, fax (317) 202-3210
gselig@indy.net; www.garyselig.com

ATTORNEY—PERSONAL INJURY
Randall R. Sevenish, Esq.
Sevenish Law Firm, P.C.
251 E. Ohio St., Suite 880
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 636-7777; fax 636-7721
rs@sevenishlaw.com
www.sevenishlaw.com

CABLE, INTERNET, VIDEO, AND
PHONE SERVICES

Michael Bertrand
Comcast Business Services
5330 E. 65th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46220
(317) 339-0516, (317) 218-7254 (fax)
michael_bertrand@cable.comcast.com

CATERING
Mitch Sever
Port-A-Pit Catering of Indy
8750 Yardley Ct.
Indianapolis, IN 46268
(317) 228-9676; fax 334-0191
M-NSEVER@MSN.com
www.port-a-pit-catering-of-indy.com

CHARITABLE GIVING—MASONIC
George E. Proctor, Exec. Dir.
Indiana Masonic Home Foundation
525 N. Illinois St., P.O. Box 44210
Indianapolis, IN 46244-0210
800-277-4643 or 637-9582; fax: 634-7449
gproctor@imhf.org, woww.imhf.org.

COMPUTERS AND NETWORKS
Christopher Planeaux, M.Phil.
D3 DataSolutions, Inc.
2836 Mission Hills Lane
Indianapolis, IN 46234-1773
317-557-6764 (W), 317-388-9044 (H)
Fax 866-275-6229
info@d3datasolutions.com;
http://www.d3datasolutions.com

Steve Zuhlke
Corporate Network Services
7021 Corporate Circle
Indianapolis, IN 46278
(317) 293-5555, fax (317) 293-5713
stevez@pchousecalls.com
www.CorporateNetworkServices.com

CONCRETE—SEAL & STAIN
Brent Robertson
Concrete Protection & Design of Indiana LLC
12805 Plum Creek Blvd.
Carmel, IN 46033
317-690-8666
cpd-in@hotmail.com, www.elitecrete.com

EMPLOYMENT AND STAFFING SERVICES
Tom Beattie
Latin Workforce Connection
2346 S. Lynhurst Dr. #705
Indianapolis, IN 46241
(317) 244 7780, Fax 244 7782
Tbeattiesr@aol.com

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
Jake Jacoby
Stone Surface Solutions
P.O.Box 447, Noblesville 46061
(317) 877-9275; fax 877-1715
Cell: (317) 408-2591
mr_jake_jacoby@hotmail.com

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING
SERVICES

Wallace Renn; Christopher Kinsey,
Project Manager
Compliance Environmental Consulting, Inc.
7002 Graham Road, Suite 202
Indianapolis, IN 46220
(317) 863-0008, fax (317) 450-2172
Cell: 374-5286
cakinsey@esrstaffing.com

FINANCIAL ADVISORS
Gary W. Lewis
Raymond James & Associates, Inc.
1499 Windhorst Way, Suite 200
Greenwood, IN 46143
(317) 885-0114, fax (317) 885-2609
Gary.Lewis@RaymondJames.com
www.garylewis.net

Ben Cahill
Merrill Lynch
510 E. 96th Street, Suite 500
Indianapolis, IN 46240
(317) 706-3167, (866) 706-3162
Ben_cahill@ml.com

FUNERAL DIRECTOR, MEMORIAL
TRIBUTES & CREMATORY

Michael R. St. Pierre, CFSP
Wilson St. Pierre Funeral Service and Crematory
1234 Prospect Street, P.O. Box 33045,
Indianapolis, IN 46203-0045
(317) 632-9431, fax (317) 667-0663
mrs@wilsonstpierre.com

INSURANCE
Christopher G. Conley
Insurance Associates
7255 N. Shadeland Ave., Suite B
Indianapolis, IN 46250
(317) 596-2761, fax (317) 915-8972
cgconley@netdirect.net

AUDIO/VIDEO SPECIALIST
Chris Schaler—“Dr. Dish”
Selective Systems, Inc.
4230 S. Madison Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46227
(317) 783-0077, fax (317) 783-3737
Cell (317) 281-0005
cschaler@selectindy.com, www.selectindy.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICE
John Jarvis
JJ Limo Service
622 Memorial, Beech Grove 46107
(317) 789-9442 Cell (317) 997-7448

MACHINE SHOP SERVICES
Don H. Funkhouser
BSC Machine Tools
5890 W. Vermont St.
Indianapolis, IN 46224
(317) 244-8380, cell 374-7934
Fax (317) 247-5417
Bluskycor@aol.com

MORTGAGES
Randy Nail
Residential Mortgage Group
8606 Allisonville Road, Ste 127
Indianapolis, IN 46250
(317) 578-0001, Fax: 578-1683
rnail@residentialgroup.net

PATIO ROOMS & DECKS
Paul Cauley
America’s Best Patio Rooms
450 S. Franklin Road
Indianapolis, IN 46219
(317) 353-1227, fax (317) 356-8574
bestpatioman@yahoo.com
www.americasbestpatio.com

PRINTING, COMMERCIAL
Michael Moxley
Maury Boyd & Associates, Inc.
6330 E. 75th Street, Suite 212
Indianapolis, IN 46250-2700
(317) 849-6110, fax (317) 576-5859
moxleym@mauryboyd.com

REAL ESTATE
Arthur B. Borton
F.C. Tucker Company, Inc.
9111 Allisonville Road
Indianapolis, IN 46250
(317) 849-5050 or (317) 797-1201
vm (317) 290-5394, fax (317) 577-5486
aborton2@cs.com

Kevin Conley
Re/Max Select, Realtors
48 N. Emerson Ave., Suite 300
Greenwood, IN 46143
(317) 881-3700, fax (317) 889-3404
Cell (317) 590-9078
kev@kevconley.com www.kevconley.com

SECURITY & SURVEILLANCE
Brian V. Biehn, Cipher Global Security
Strategies
P.O. Box 47156, Indianapolis,IN 46247
888.571.1248; fax 865-1249
Wireless: 317.710.6386
bbiehn@cipherglobal.com

SIGNS, GRAPHICS, PRINTING
Joel Hall
Sign-a-Rama
598-B W. Carmel Dr., Carmel, IN 46032
(317) 575-1805, Cell (317) 989-9586
fax (317) 575-1825
www.sign-a-rama.com
www.signaramacarmel.com.

Murat Shriners Business Connection
NOBLESYOU CAN TRUSTWITHYOUR BUSINESS
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TALK TO

ART
O: (317) 849-5050 • VM: (317) 290-5394

C: (317) 797-1201

Art Borton
I am backed by the power of
the #1 real estate company
in Indiana. My experience,
contacts and commitment,
combined with those of F.C.
Tucker Company, Inc., assure
you of a smooth, enjoyable
and successful experience.

F.C. Tucker Company, Inc.
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Mini-Mystics
GolfOuting
April 24, 2008

HickoryStickGolf

Course

12 Noon - $65

This includes: Golf, Driving Range, Zem-Zem on the
course, and dinner & prizes at the Johnson County
Shrine Club afterwards.

KNIGHTS OF THE
SEA INDUCTION

THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2008
AT THE GATLING GUN CLUB

ZEM-ZEM AT 5 p.m. with dinner following at 7 p.m.

$25
Call (317) 788-9539 for
Reservations

Your $25 admission includes a delicious dinner, a one year's
introductory membership in the Murat Yacht Club, a lifetime
membership in the Knights of the Sea, an evening you will never
forget, and incredible secret knowledge that will enhance and
change your life forever! Call our Grand Knight, Bob Dancey, at
(317) 788-9539 for reservations. This is a stag event open to all
Shriners from all temples. Because of fire codes, we may not be
able to accommodate late arrivals, so make your reservation today!

Learn secret ancient wisdom! An unbelievable night!
An incredible experience! See history revised!



2008 Murat Shrine Golf Schedules
(Note: Murat Golf Outings are Stag)

APRIL 24
Mini-Mystics Golf, Hickory Stick Golf Course
$65 each, 12 Noon Start. Includes: Golf, Driving
Range, Zem-Zem on the Course, Dinner and
Prizes at the Johnson County Shrine Club after-
wards. Contact: Bill Sparks, Chairman.

APRIL 26
Brownsburg Blue Lodge (Jeff Zaring) Outing, Oak
Tree Golf Course, Plainfield, IN

MAY 8
Shelby County Shrine Club, Timbergate Golf
Course, Edinburgh, IN. $65, 12:30 p.m. Shotgun
Start, Fla. Scramble. Includes: Golf, 1/2 Cart,
Range Balls, Comp. Beverage Cart, Dinner and
Prizes. Contact: Bill Rasner, (317) 339-0606.

MAY 29
Madison County Shrine Club, Meadowbrook
Golf Course, Anderson, IN $65. Includes:
Green Fees and 1/2 Cart, Zem-Zem on Course,
Prizes and Dinner at Madison County Shrine
Club at 5 p.m. Contacts: Curly McNally, Dick
Dawson, Tim Limbrock, Don Melvin, Bruce
Skinner and Scott Schuster.

JUNE 8
Tipton County Shrine Club, Tri-Pods G.C. $40, 2
p.m. Shotgun Start, Three-Man Best Ball.
Includes: Golf/Cart, Zem-Zem and Dinner &
Prizes. Contact: Jim Snodgrass, (765) 438-1234
or j.snodgrass@insightbb.com.

JUNE 14
Reception Unit Golf, TBA. $65. Includes: Golf,
Zem-Zem on Course, Prizes and Dinner after
Golf. Contact: Bill Rasner, (317) 398-0105,
ext. 12.

JUNE 19
Knights of the Sea (Clandestine Org.,
Non-Shrine), Oak Tree Golf Course, Plainfield,
IN. 8:30 Sign-In, 10 a.m. Shotgun Start.
Contact: Bob Dancey, (317) 788-9530.

JULY 17
Murat Potentate’s Golf, Winding Ridge Golf
Course, East 56th Street, Indianapolis, IN. $62
each, 12 Noon Shotgun Start Scramble.
Includes: Green Fees, 1/2 Cart, Zem-Zem on
Course, Prizes and Dinner at Winding Ridge
after Golf, with Special Prize by Lockhart
Cadillac for first Hole-in-One on designated Par
3, and many other surprises. PLUS: Blue
Lodge Trophy Contest, 4-man team. Contact:
Murat Shrine Golf, 510 N. New Jersey St.,
Indianapolis, IN 46204, Attn: Don Melvin, Golf
Meister.

JULY 26
Montgomery County Shrine Club, Rocky Ridge
Golf Club, Darlington, IN. $65 each, 1 p.m.
Shotgun Start. Includes: Golf with Cart, Food
all Day, Comp. Beverage Cart, Hole-in-One
Prizes with One Special Hole-in-One Prize.
Contacts: Bob Chezem, (765) 362-7112; Greg
Miller, (765) 362-5755; Mike Utterback, (765)
362-3357; Edd Consoer, (765) 362-6978.

AUGUST 2
Indiana Masonic Home, Timbergate Golf
Course. Includes: Golf, 1/2 Cart, Prizes and
Buffet Dinner after Golf.

AUGUST 7
Chanters Outing, Greenfield Country Club, $55
per man, 9:30 a.m. Shotgun Start, Team
Scramble with Bankers Handicap. Includes:
Small Buffet Lunch with Prizes after Golf.
Contact: Andy Barbera, Carl Gentry or Harry
McClintic.

AUGUST 14
White County Shrine Club, Tippecanoe Golf
Course, Monticello, IN; Includes: Golf, Cart and
Prizes with Dinner afterwards. Contact: P.P. Bob
Hancock for Tee Times, (317) 501-1969 or (317)
844-2616.

SEPTEMBER 11
Johnson County Shrine Club, Hickory Stick
Golf Course. $65 each, 12 Noon Shotgun
Start. Includes: Four-Person Scramble,
Green Fees, Cart, Zem-Zem with Prizes &
Dinner after Golf at Johnson County S.C.
Contact: Bill Sparks, Chairman.

Notice: To have your Golf Outing in the Murat
Magazine, send to Murat Shrine, Attn: Don
Melvin, 510 N. New Jersey St., Indianapolis,
IN 46204.
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Boone County
Shrine Club

Pat Hornett

MARK YOUR CALENDARS – The
Boone County Shrine Club is having its
first fish fry on Saturday, May 17, at the
American Legion in Lebanon. We begin
serving at 4 p.m. This is one of our
biggest events of the year and it is open
to the public. Tickets are $8 and will be
available from any BCSC member and
on sale at the door.

Of course, the month of May is
race month, and the Boone County
Shrine Club is off to a fast start this year
with the addition of two new nobles
who were sworn in during our
February meeting. Chris Hollis and
John Moore were installed as nobles of
Murat Shrine on February 19. The
Boone County Shrine Club would like
to thank Ed Jacobs, Greg Miller,
Recorder Gordon Husk, and High Priest
and Prophet Kevin Rhodes for joining
us at this meeting to install Chris and
John as nobles of the Mystic Shrine.
Congratulations Chris and John.

We are also pleased to announce
that the Boone County Shrine Club has
joined the Murat Shriners’ plaque pro-
gram with a level of support of $300
per year over the next five years. Our
Club is proud to be associated with the
Murat Shriners, and we are glad we can
support them in this program.

Boone County Shrine Club
President Larry Leap also organized a
group from our Club to help out at the
Shrine Circus at the beginning of
March. We thank all of our members
who were able to donate their time for
this event.

In closing, we hope to see you at
our fish fry May 17, where you can wit-
ness Shriners Having Fun and Helping
Kids.
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Florida Scramble
$70 per Single Golfer

$125 per Hole Sponsor
$375 per Foursome

with Hole Sponsorship
Proceeds Benefit Grand

Master’s Reception
Register: 11 am to 12 noon

Shotgun Start: 12:30 pm

Make checks payable to Brownsburg Masonic Lodge.
Mail completed forms with payment to:
Ben Keelen
69 Lincoln Av
Brownsburg, IN 46112
For more information, contact
golf@brownsburgmasons.org or call 317-852-2777

500 Club
Jerry Lance

“Gentlemen, Start Your Engines.”
The installation of the 2008 officers

is now complete and the 500 Club is off
and roaring. President Ed Andrews has
some great ideas for the Club this year.
500 nobles, we need your help to restore
the 500 Unit to the prestigious club it
once was. As mentioned, Ed and the
new board members are working hard to
get the members and their cars back into
parade mode. The target parades this
year are Kerbela, 500 Festival, Imperial,
and the GLSA. These are the major
parades that are all reasonably close to
home. So get the old buggie out and
shined up, and support the 500 Club and
our 2008 Potentate, Ron Elliott. By hav-
ing a lot of cars in these parades, we can
still show what Indianapolis is all about
and have great fun too.

Many other parade requests are
coming in and Parade Chairman Jim
Montgomery is working hard getting

these organized. Parading nobles,
please remember we must have our
own insurance cards on file with Parade
Chair Jim as well as the temple. These
insurance cards must be for the current
year. Also, at the February meeting, a
discussion was held about having some
type of blanket insurance policy to cover
the Club in the event of any occurrence
that might arise. Further study on this is
required. Cost, liability factors, and poli-
cy amount all need to be considered.
Other news: Mike Wagner is working
hard on his car and Dan Price is restor-
ing old car #99.

By next issue we hope to have a
list of the total number of cars that are
operable and what cars are for sale. As
the meeting concluded, everyone
wished Dan Price a speedy recovery on
his hospital stay. Also, everyone wished
our newest member, David Collett, bye
for now and a safe journey. David is

being deployed to Iraq and will be gone
12 to 15 months. Also, it has been men-
tioned many times that we update a new
membership directory. Roger Stafford
and I will be working on this. If anyone
has new or old input on this directory,
please see Roger or me.

The February drawing was won by
Bruce Raymond, who kindly returned it
to our treasury. That’s it for now 500
members. See you next month at the
meeting. Remember, any announce-
ments to be made, please give Tim
Plank a call so he can get it on the info
line. In closing, by working together we
can make this the premier Unit of Murat.

Update on Dan Price: Dan is
home now and recovering from his nip-
tuck surgery and doing well. However,
after many phone calls from Dan’s nurs-
es, it has been determined that the
orneriness is still a problem. More
updates later.

F U N F E L L O W S H I P P R I Z E S

POLISH PIPER’S
Spring Golf Outing
Saturday, April 26

Oak Tree Golf Course, Plainfield

Notice: If bad weather forces the golf course to close, this
tournament will be cancelled and all players given a rain check for
a round of golf in the future.

Sponsor Contact Name__________________________________________

Contact Phone_________________________________________________

●● Will Bring My Own Sign   ●● Need Sign Made

Company Name_______________________________________________

Phone_______________________________________________________

Team Contact Name____________________________________________

Phone_______________________________________________________

Player Name__________________________________________________ 

Player Name__________________________________________________ 

Player Name__________________________________________________ 

Player Name__________________________________________________ 



James D. Moore, President, Trap &
Skeet Club

Contributions
Photos by Dennis Wood, Murat Camera Club (February 2008)
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Potentate Ron Elliott accepts a $2,500
check for the Murat Transportation Fund
from the Order of the Q members: Art
Borton, Ted Crosley, Charlie Merlau,
Ray Miller, Jim Ross, and John Jensen.

Masonic Relief Board Chairman Joe
Smith presents Potentate Ron Elliott
with a certificate of appreciation to
Murat Shrine.

Noble George Choung presents Potentate
Ron Elliott a $3,000 check for the
Transportation Fund from AMVETS Post 99.

Greg Miller, Reception Unit Greg Miller, Attorney (Corporate Sponsor)

Paul Schneck, Cardinal Limousine
(Corporate Sponsor)

Jon Yoho (Individual Sponsor)

Fred Sendmeyer, President, Firemen’s Club

Paul Schneck, Transportation Club Garvie Piercy, President; Ray Gotshall, and
Paul Schneck; Kentucky Colonels

Potentate Ron Elliott and Past Potentate
Phil Thrasher present Oriental Guide
Charlie Crabtree and his Lady Faye with
a certificate for their participation in the
Shriners Hospitals for Children Dream
Makers Legacy Society.

Potentate Ron Elliott, with the assistance of the Kentucky Colonel’s
Ray Gotshall, kicks off the Murat Plaque Program at the February
Stated Meeting by awarding plaques to those who are the first to
contribute.  They are:
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Ken L. Smith, Sr., Ken L. Smith, Jr. on behalf
of their family

Donald Harris (Individual Sponsor)

Not pictured: Southeastern Shrine Club,
Francis Fletcher

Mini-Mystics of Johnson County 
Dave Alspaugh

Spring has sprung, the grass is starting to show … soon we’ll be back to cut-
ting grass and working in the yard.  With spring, parades will be more and more
for the rest of the summer.

Your Mini-Mystics are ready.  Everyone has been taking it easy, but now is
the time for us to get serious.  Two parades will open the month of April.  Both
Beech Grove and Southport Little League are opening their seasons with parades.
Then May will see the miniature cars heading south to Pigeon Forge, TN, for the
Kerbela Fun Fest.  Already we’re seeing our calendars filling up.  By the way, get
your reservations made for Kerbela.  The temple has a block of rooms at the Music
Row Inn, but they will go fast.  You’ll also need to get rooms at St. Louis for the
Imperial Session over the July 4 holiday.

As the Mini-Mystics enter the 2008 parade season, 14 cars and drivers current-
ly make up our team.  We open this year with all experienced drivers, no rookies.
This year’s group includes: Dave Alspaugh, Bill Sparks, Duane Burgess, Mike
Pearcy, Joe Inabnitt, Ray Miller, Bob Torrance, Lee Langlotz, Dan Gillahan, Jack
Brown, Randy Bell, Scott Earl, Brian Biehn, and Jeff Duff.

The wrecker drivers are Bob Shoup and Bob Rash.  Sixteen members make
up the entire team.  The Club would gladly receive some new blood.  The Mini-
Mystics don’t require a whole lot to be a team member.  We ask that you pay your
dues for membership, buy a parade shirt if you plan to take part in parades, and
attend monthly meetings.  Come down to Franklin on the fourth Wednesday of any
month at 7 p.m. and join us for a meeting.  There isn’t a more active club anywhere.
Join us and see what fun can be.

Our circus has completed another run at the Pepsi Coliseum at the Indiana
State Fair.  Many children enjoyed this year’s show.  Thanks go to all our members
who helped make it a success.

Before closing this, let me offer you something to consider …
Never, ever … under any circumstances, take a sleeping pill and a laxative on

the same night.
See you next issue.

Southeastern Indiana
Ed Johnson

Light that charcoal! Grilling season is returning and the Southeastern Indiana
Shrine Club will be cooking some of the best steaks in the state.  Beginning in April,
we will once again start hosting our famous steak suppers on the third Friday of
each month.  Dinners are served from 5 to 8 p.m. and include all the sides, drinks
and desserts.  It is well worth your trip to Dillsboro for a meal like this. 

It’s also time to start tuning up those mini-cycles and go-carts for the parades.
The Crescent Patrol has become a regular fixture in our area parades, but we could
use a few more nobles (especially on the mini-cycles).  If you don’t have a ride,
come to a meeting or contact an active member of the Crescent Patrol and we will
find something for you to parade in.  Make sure to check your newsletter for dates
of area parades that we will be attending.  (If you are not receiving your monthly
newsletter, contact me with your current email or home mailing address.)
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“A Knights Templar Festival”
Three Masonic Knights Templar Orders

1300-1400 Period Dressed Knights Templar
All Orders Conferred in Fullest Form

Lunch with the Grand Commandery and IMH Residents
Medieval Evening Feast 

Where: Indiana Masonic Home (In the back by Barn)
When: Saturday, April 12, 2008
Start time: 10 a.m.
Order of Red Cross 10 a.m.
12 Noon Lunch (Shelter House with Grills)
Order of Malta 1 p.m.
Order of the Temple 3 p.m.
Medieval Feast 6 p.m.
Meal Cost: $25 
For RSVP’s Contact Sir Knight Mike Ritter, DBC at
mdritter@comcast.net  or 4504 N. Ball Ave, Muncie, IN
47304, Phone (765) 282-3214

Johnson County Shrine Club
Dave Alspaugh

April 2008 and the Johnson County Shrine Club is busy welcoming the
“Snowbirds” back from their winter in Florida.  Soon, the Club will be back to a full
house of familiar faces.  The tans or sunburns will identify them quickly, but we’re cer-
tainly happy that all returned safely.

Recently, while on a short visit to Ft. Myers, my wife Sharon and I joined Dan
Gillahan & Lady Henrietta and Jack Brown & Lady Betty for lunch on Parrot Key. With
Indiana under all kinds of winter storm watches, we enjoyed a wonderful lunch out-
side followed by a couple of rounds of miniature golf. Quite enjoyable, but it ended
too soon. After only a few days with the Snowbirds, we had to return to the cold!

The Club is happy to welcome Lisa Hayes to the staff. She will be cooking the
meals on Fridays when the kitchen is open. She’ll also cook on Saturday mornings for
the BINGO session.

Club President Ray Miller has asked for some help on the BINGO once again.
Help is needed on both Tuesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. and at 10 a.m. on Saturday
mornings.  Fellows, this isn’t rocket science – it’s BINGO. Donate four hours and help
those who are there on a regular basis.  Believe me, you’ll be accepted with open
arms!

Golf Chairman Bill Sparks has set up our annual Johnson County Shrine Club
golf outing at Hickory Stick Golf Course.  Tee time will be noon with a shotgun start
on September 11.  Sixty-five dollars can make you a part of this fun time.  For the $65
you get golf, cart, driving range, Zem-Zem while at the course, and dinner following
at the Shrine Club.  Dinner will consist of baked potato, salad, prime rib, and dessert.
Prizes will follow.  See or call Bill Sparks for a sign-up sheet.

The remodeling of both the ladies’ and men’s restrooms has been completed.
Everyone is very pleased with the finished product. Not only was the ladies room relo-
cated, it was enlarged – new floor, new stalls, new everything. Our ladies are very
pleased. Contractor Bill Sanders did a super job. 

Also, Ray Miller has said to watch this space for some announcements of spe-
cial activities in the near future. Rumor has it that he’s planning a couple of Super BIN-
GOS along with a couple of other surprises.

As we sign off … let me leave you with this:
Life isn’t like a box of chocolates; it’s more like a jar of jalapenos.  What you do

today might burn your butt tomorrow!
See you all next issue.

Montgomery County
Donnie Jessie

Hello Nobles,
All right, the snow is hopefully done

falling. I am sure a lot of you have had your
clubs out. It is a great honor that
Montgomery County Shrine Club won the
award for outside Marion County at the
Voluntary Annual Gift Awards. The award
was given March 17 at the Stated Meeting.
Montgomery County again showed up in
force. Recently, Montgomery County
Shrine Club’s “Big Al” Harris went to the
Wal-Mart store at Crawfordsville to feel
them out on a donation to the Hospitals.
That contact proved fruitful, as the MCSC
received a check payable to “Shriners
Hospitals for Children” from Wal-Mart Store
#9043 at Crawfordsville in the amount of
$2,500.  “Big Al,” as always, is doing the lit-
tle extra that makes our Club special. He
never gives up and believes everyday there
is a way. Thank you “Big Al” from all of us. 

At our Club meeting in March, we
had a distinguished guest, Executive Aide-
North Region Edward Jacobs. Thank you,
Ed.  We enjoyed your company and Kevin
enjoyed the rounds you bought. 

We are getting ready for our count-
down April 12. Everyone is welcome. The
event will be at the Eagles in
Crawfordsville. You can call Kevin Rhodes
for directions. 

We will have our golf scramble again
at the Rocky Ridge Golf Course July 26. 

We wish all Clubs good luck in all of
your events. 

Madison County Shrine
Golf Tournament 
Thursday May 29,2008 

Meadowbrook Golf Course 
Shotgun Start 11:00 am
(Limited to First 144 Golfers) 

Dinner served at the Madison Co.
Shrine Club at 5:00pm

(Famous 1 pound Pork Chop w/Trimmings)
OPEN TO ALL SHRINERS

$65.00
Includes: Green Fees,1/2 Cart, Zem-Zem

on Course, Prizes And Dinner
Contacts: Curley McNally (765) 378-0031, 
Tim Limbrock (765) 378-1698, Dick Dawson (765)
378-5285, Bruce Skinner (765) 643-9322, Don Melvin
(317) 446-8870, Scott Schuster (317) 841-8125,
Madison Co. S.C. (765) 643-2730
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Firemen’s Club
Tim Whitaker

I would like to thank the following
Murat Firemen’s Club members for help-
ing make this year’s Potentate’s Ball both
memorable and a huge success. The Ball
was a sell out!  They are: Imperial
Photographer Bob Wilson; Floyd
Sendmeyer, president; Harold Pierce, sec-
retary; Ed Pierce, treasurer; Joe Kresbach,
Joe Olofson, Jerry Whitaker, Gerald
Blazek, Lewie McQueen, Bob Borgmann,
George Day, John Aldrich, Chris Lawson,
Lynn Smith, and yours truly. Collectively,
this group decorated, arranged for special
effects, took pictures, assisted the photog-
rapher or served as escorts for Illustrious
Sir Ron Elliott, family members and digni-
taries.

The evening began with Illustrious
Sir Ron, Lady Sally Jo, and family mem-
bers being whisked away from their
downtown Hilton Hotel hideaway in a
long red stretch limousine, following a big
red IFD fire engine with Lt. Mark Ball on
board with his crew. With lights flashing,
they left the hotel with the Murat Police
Club leading and following up the rear of
the caravan, protecting our Potentate and

his family. Within moments they arrived
safely at the Murat Center where
Potentate Ron, Lady Sally Jo, and family
celebrated pre-ball activities. Then on to
the “Hearts on Fire” Potentate’s Ball with
their many friends and special guests
from around the country and Canada.

It was a special night filled with sur-
prises. Murat member Bob McGee (McGee
& Company Fine Jewelers) presented a set
of diamond earrings to Potentate Elliott to
be given to one of the ladies present in a
special drawing. Thank you Potentate Ron
for drawing out the name of Colleen
Whitaker. They made a nice Valentine’s
Day present for my lovely lady.

I know its April and the Ball is past,
but our guys did an excellent job and I
just wanted to say thanks to all who par-
ticipated.

A couple of dates to remember: 
April 2 at 7:30 – Murat Firemen’s

Club Meeting 
April 5 – Shrine Circus Ringmaster’s

Banquet. If you worked three (3) shows,
the banquet is FREE. Additional tickets are
available in the Fraternal Office.  

NOTE: It was nice seeing so many
of our Snowbird friends at the Florida
Visitation. Special thanks to brothers Jack
Hedges, George Mueller, and Howard
Johnson for traveling and breaking bread
with us.

Do you know who just turned 81
on March 23? Or, 80 on the 26th? Or, 74
on the 6th? Or, 75 on the 14th? Or, 63 on
the 1st?

Happy Birthday to: Bob Borgmann,
Ed Pierce, Floyd Sendmeyer, Jim Harlan,
and Lewie McQueen.

Congratulations are extended to a
Club member and friend, Lewis T.
McQueen. After retirement from IFD,
Lewie was appointed as chief of the
Greenfield Fire Department. He worked
there for the next eight years, retiring in
January of this year. He has served both
departments with honor and professional-
ism. His knowledge, expertise and profes-
sionalism will be missed. We wish him
good luck in the future.

Until next month, stay healthy and
safe. We’ll see you when we return from
Hawaii.   “Aloha.”

Ladies Oriental Shrine
Nancy Gillie

The Ladies Oriental Shrine of North
America was organized by a group of
ladies on June 24, 1914, in Wheeling, WV.
Currently, there are 77 Courts throughout
the United States and Canada.  The Ladies
Oriental Shrine in Indianapolis meets the
first Tuesday of each month, with the
exception of July and August, at 7 p.m. in
the Corinthian Room at the Murat Shrine
Center.  Eligibility requirements for
becoming a member of our organization
include being related to a current Master
Mason in good standing or a deceased
member.

During the month of July there will
be a Ways and Means Style Show for
everyone, followed by the Grand High
Priestess Visitation in August. Tarum Court
will conduct a ceremonial of initiation for
our new members during the visitation of
the Grand High Priestess. Ladies, we
extend to you an invitation to join our
Ladies Oriental Shrine and become a

“huge” part of our philanthropic projects,
thus helping the children in the Shrine
Hospitals and Burn Centers. Anyone
desiring to become a member may con-
tact High Priestess Lady Nancy Gillie,
(317) 581-9000, or any other member to
obtain a petition for membership.  

Volunteering to assist our nobles in
their work could include any of the fol-
lowing: the Shrine Circus, Paper Crusade,
and children’s Christmas party. At these
events our duties include assisting the
children attending the circus, distributing
Shrine flyers for the Paper Crusade, and
baking cookies, providing candy canes
and working at the Christmas party.

The 94th annual Grand Council
Session of the Ladies Oriental Shrine of
North America will be held May 19-24,
2008, in Orlando, FL. Anyone interested in
attending this session may obtain the
forms by contacting me at (317) 581-9000
as soon as possible.

In conclusion, I want to give a big
“thank you” to everyone in Tarum Court
No. 14 for making my installation an
evening I shall never forget. To all of my
officers, pages, advisors, and instructress-
es, thank you for accepting your respon-
sibilities for the coming year. To my Drum
Corps and Greeters Units, thanks and I
will see you next year. The Inviting and
Installing Officers are to be applauded for
their dedication and service. To those vis-
iting from other Courts, the nobles and
many friends, words cannot express how
grateful I am for your attendance at this
event.  

Finally, to my family, and especially
my husband Mike, your continued sup-
port and encouragement as I advanced
through the line made this day “special”
and one I shall remember for the rest of
my life. 



Spring is here at last. At Tarum we
are getting ready for the nice weather.
President Mark will be scheduling the
annual cleanup of the grounds in the near
future. He wants all who are able to help
with this project to plan on coming out for
some work and, of course, the fun that
goes with all of our projects. The building
will be getting a good cleaning and airing,
and the grounds will be picked up and
groomed for the upcoming pool season.
As we all know from past spring
cleanups, the more members who come
out, the easier the work is for all.

Last month, the Tarum ladies had
their crowning of the Sweetheart King,
and this year’s winner was President Mark
Greulich. Not only is Mark president – he
is also king. He was crowned to the tune
of “Let Me Call You Sweetheart,” sung by
the ladies and accompanied by the men.
It was his moment of crowning glory. As
last year’s king and those who came
before can attest, it is good to be king.

Friday night dinner attendance has
been good; the dinners have all been
superb and the hosts have done a great
job. If you have not been to dinner for
awhile, you need to come and enjoy this
time. There are always some surprises, the
opportunity to win the 50/50 drawing,
and President Mark informs the Club each
Friday of the upcoming events and cur-
rent news. There are still openings to host
the Friday dinners. Hosting is easy and
there are always plenty of people to help.
See the sign-up list in the kitchen to pick
your Friday night to host.

Our secretary, Dave Bartlemay
(another new member), has been taking
pictures of happenings at the Club and
will be working with me so we can start
getting some pictures to accompany these
articles. Dave has been really getting into
the swing of the Club and lending a hand
to all sorts of projects. As a matter of fact,
our newest members have been getting
very involved with the Club. Thank you to
every one of you who work so hard to
make Tarum the club that it is.

Pool passes are on sale. Family
passes for members are $45 and non-
members’ family passes are $90. These
passes are good for everyone in the

household. See Second Vice President
Chad Greulich or any of the officers for
your pass. There are rentals available for
the pool and grounds, but book early as
the weekends are filling up fast. See Party
Chairman Jeff Dickey for further informa-
tion and to book your party.

Remember that Richmond’s
Masonic organizations all need your sup-

port. So pick the Masonic body of your
choice and attend at least once per
month. Also, the Saturday morning break-
fasts are still going strong. Plan on coming
out the first Saturday of the month to
breakfast. You won’t be leaving hungry.
Happy Easter everyone!

See you at Tarum.
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Directors Staff
Gerald Frost

Greetings all nobles and friends of Murat Shrine Directors Staff.
Well, here it is April already and the year is flying by. A very busy year at that!

At our February meeting, with a very good turnout, we voted to promote a very
helpful “nubian” Chris Derringer to full director. Chris has been very good on atten-
dance and always able to work and attend Murat ceremonials. We welcome Chris
to his new position as full director and wish him many more years of service to our
Unit. Plans are by now in full swing for the 2008 S.D.A. (Shrine Directors Staff
Association) Convention in Milwaukee, WI, April 9-13. Thanks go out to Mike
Adams and  Ron Williams for all the work involved in the planning, scheduling,
and information regarding the convention. Rooms are set as well as hospitality
rooms for entertainment.

Tours are set for the Harley-Davidson plant and breweries. And for the more
adventurous nobles, a “Mystery Tour of Milwaukee” is also planned. We are look-
ing forward to seeing as many Directors as can make this enjoyable trip. If you are
not sure who you are rooming with or driving to S.D.A. with, please contact Mike
Adams. Our stunt team is in full swing also and can use your help. Time is running
short so if you can help, please contact Rex Mardis.

Upcoming events are “Imperial” June 28 to July 3 and our annual “Paper
Crusade” June 20-21. Volunteers are needed for the Paper Crusade; contact Jack
Kleingartner to sign up for this very important event. We would like to see 100 per-
cent cooperation from all Directors.  

The next staff meeting is April 28 at 7 p.m.  We’re looking for a full house, so
please plan on attending.

Willy should be back from his time in the sun for the next article. We wel-
come him home and hope he had a great vacation. As Willy always says, “We are
never too busy to help.” May the Shrine tradition continue: “Shriners … having fun
and helping kids.”

Tarum
Jeff Dickey

Caravan Club
Jim Moore

Well, 2008 is moving right along and the Caravan Club would like to see more
attendees at the Thursday luncheon.  We could stand a bit more participation.
Realize it is difficult for people who work to get away for this type of luncheon, but
if you are able, we sure need your support. Our program chairman, Ray Gotshall,
has a great lineup of speakers, and it would be very nice to have a full room full of
Shriners to appreciate their efforts.  Look forward to seeing you next Thursday.  
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Corvette Club
Rod Kyle

Greetings nobles and ladies!
Welcome to our newest mem-

bers: Steve Mellene & his Lady Irene
and Joe Hedges & his Lady Jane. The
March meeting was well attended and
many discussions took place including
the success of this year’s circus. I per-
sonally had a great time watching one
talented act after another and really got
a kick from watching the kids in the
audience have a good time with family
and friends. Thanks to all the Corvette
Club members, as well as all the other
nobles, ladies and numerous other vol-
unteers, who helped make this year’s
circus fun and successful.  

Other topics of discussion were
the upcoming parade and event sched-
ules which will begin with the Kerbela
Fun Fest May 1-4. The deadline for
room reservations at The Music Road
Inn in Pigeon Forge is March 25. There
was also discussion regarding our pos-
sible new parade shirt selections and
finalizing the balance of the ’08 parade
and event agendas. Decisions will take
place in the April 10 meeting, so please
plan to attend.

Corvette Trivia: There was not a
1983 model Corvette. Here’s what hap-
pened. There were actually 43 – 1983
models made of the all new C4; how-
ever, with everything being so new and
a few issues with production, they
introduced the car late enough in ’83
that Chevrolet manufactured them as
1984 models. The only “true” 1983 is
displayed in the Corvette Museum in
Bowling Green, KY.           

As stated earlier, our next meeting
is Thursday, April 10, beginning with
dinner and fellowship at 6:30 p.m. in
the Oasis Lounge and meeting at 7:30
p.m. If you cannot attend on the 10th,
we meet the second Thursday of every
month, so please come and join us. In
the meantime, if there are any ques-
tions regarding the Corvette Club,
please contact one of the members or
call the president, Ken Herald, at (317)
422-9107.

Arab Patrol
Jim Monroe

The Arab Patrol has been very active in the last month. There was a very good
representation of our Unit at the Potentate’s Ball, as this was a very good kick off
for Illustrious Potentate Ron Elliott, who has always been a supporter of the Patrol.
And from the feedback I received, everyone had a great time, great dinner, and fel-
lowship with Shriners, families, and friends. Also, a lot of the Patrol members
attended the Little Pig Dinner to show support for the newest member of the Divan,
Bill Rasner, who told me he just wished he could do it all over again, as he had so
much fun that night. Congratulations, Bill, on joining the Divan, but following Jim
Priest, I am sure you will have a lot more great nights like that one in the future. 

Then it was off to the Shrine Circus, where we have always had a great show-
ing with our Unit. We marched the Thursday night show, the Saturday afternoon
show, and went to have lunch and prepare for the Saturday night show. Captain
Mike Long said we should not worry about having a shoot out at the circus after
last year’s drowning by the clowns. Mike thought it would be best to let it go since,
after all, they are “clowns” and the children needed them for the rest of the show.
Therefore, at the Saturday night show, we marched and left the poor little clowns
alone. 

The Patrol is gearing up for a great summer of events, several parades, Patrol
picnic, reverse raffle, and a Knights of Venus golf outing on June 12 at the Oak Tree
Golf Course. The fee is $70 per person and $75 to sponsor a hole.  Anyone who
would like to play, please contact Bill Sparks at 372-5331. Anyone wanting to join
a fun and active club, we meet the first Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m.

Chanters
Gayle Byers

The Chanters kicked off a new year
with an annual meeting and election that
put Greg Edwards back in the presidential
role for a second year.  Vice President Ed
Adams, who would have ascended to the
top spot, is serving as Master of Calvin
Prather Lodge this year, so it was deter-
mined that his tenure as Master should
conclude before taking on the Chanter
reins.

The Chanters’ singing tribute to Lady
Sally Jo Elliott at the Potentate’s Ball was
especially significant for the Unit; Ron and
Sally Jo have been strong supporters of the
Murat Chanters over the years and have
attended many of our social functions in addition to the scheduled Shrine events
we participate in.  They are good friends and we wish them a fantastic year at the
helm of Murat.  

On April 6, the Chanters will once again join the Arab Patrol for Sunday morn-
ing services in the chapel at Methodist Hospital.  The joint effort of the Chanters
and the Patrol for this annual occasion is a highlight for the group and a wonder-
ful opportunity to extend the mission of Shrine philanthropic sunshine at this excel-
lent medical facility.  We also applaud the continuing work of the Patrol, because
they are there every Sunday assisting with bringing patients into the chapel for serv-
ices.

We hope that with the Imperial being in St. Louis this summer, we will be able
to “meet you there!”

The Murat Chanters greet Potentate
Ron Elliott and Lady Sally Jo prior to
singing two songs arranged especially
for Murat’s “First Couple.”
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Police Club and Drill Team                                                            
Ron Brown                           

Well, I am writing this article the
day after the Shrine Circus for 2008 is
over. It was quite a long weekend and
President Jack and I want to thank all
those who were able to volunteer their
time to help with our Club duties at the
circus. The circus is the largest fundrais-
er we have and we need to makes plans
next year to make sure more of our
members participate so the work is
spread around to all. I want to publish
for all members a HOTLINE that has all
the current activities involving our Unit
and is updated almost daily. You can
dial (317) 252-9027 anytime and find out
what is going on so you don’t miss out
on upcoming events. Please enter this in
your cell phone and use it.  

We have been getting several new

members signed up, and thanks to all
the top-line signers for their efforts. We
have some fundraising efforts coming
up and will need the help of all to make
these a success.  Money raised will be
used to benefit both the Police Club and
Motorcycle Drill Team members to offset
some costs. Please help. 

The next fun time for us will be at
Kerbela in Pigeon Forge, TN, May 1-4.
We have cabins, motels, and camping
and motor home spots available. Contact
me at (317) 714-8923 or Willard Payne at
(317) 627-1304 for more information.
Don’t miss the fun and fellowship with
other Shriners and their families.  Even if
you don’t ride for the parade, all are
welcome. You might even meet the
Turtle. 

Enough for now, but I just want to
ask all members to remember there is
more to our Club than just showing up
to one of the monthly meetings. We
have the Shrine Stated Meetings the third
Monday of each month and other events
that help our children and hospitals.
Please do your best to help.  As a final
thought, we do include our wives and
girlfriends in many activities. I want to
thank all of those wives who helped
with the circus; without you, we could
not have provided the security we had
to do. As a reminder to those who
would like to check out our Club or any-
one who wants to ride a motorcycle for
fun or in our parades, we meet the first
Tuesday of the month. See you then.   

AT GREENBRIAR
1325 W. 86th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46260

317-259-0952

AT NORA
1546 E. 86th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46240

317-815-8615

AT THE FORT
5645 N. Post Road
Indianapolis, IN 46216

317-547-6701
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Clowns
Adam E. Rude

Well, the Clown Unit has survived yet another circus!
This year’s circus was our most successful yet.  We sold
over 500 pictures and over 800 balloons.  Great job, clowns!

Special thanks to all of the clowns’ ladies for prepar-
ing food and working the novelty booths.  Our success this
year was greatly hinged on your support.  Don’t forget to
get your thank you kiss from Adam “Rudy” Rude the next
time you see him! (Hubba, Hubba)  A BIG “thank-you” also
goes out to Doug Whitcomb for helping with the photo

booth.  We are hoping we can talk Doug into putting on some clown makeup
someday.

An “I’m Sorry” goes out to Chuck “WrongWay” Howard from Rudy for squirt-
ing him in the eye with elephant poop cleaner.  Hopefully, the stinging has stopped
by now.  It just proves that if there is a squirt bottle lying around where the clowns
are hanging out, somebody is getting sprayed.  Rudy owes you a Scotch at the next
meeting.  (Please don’t sue me!!!)

Everyone please keep their fingers crossed that Jeff “Hayseed” Selke will
make it long enough to perform at the next circus.  His inability to read the big,
red “do not enter this patient’s room” sign at the VA Hospital may have put him in
contact with some nasty germs.  Please pay more attention to our tour guide next
time, Hayseed.

We only had one injury at the circus this year.  Kevin “Sneakers” Upshaw did-
n’t practice walking in his clown shoes before the circus.  His big shoes caused him
to trip over the ring and bust up his knees.  It wouldn’t have been so bad, but Terry
“Pee-Wee” Kimble was riding on his back!  The raspberries on his knees looked
painful, but I believe it was his pride that took the real beating. 

The following is a Top Ten list of words and phrases that the clowns do not
want to hear out of anyone for at least a year:

#10 – “PICTURE!!!”
#9 – “EVERYONE LOOK UP HERE AND SAY CHEESE!”
#8 – “CAN YOU SIGN THIS FOR ME?”
#7 – “THE ROLLING DIAMONDS ARE ON”
#6 – “ IT’S INTERMISSION”
#5 – “CAN I HONK YOUR NOSE?”
#4 – “CLOWNS … ATTENTION!”
#3 – “I’M ON THE X”
#2 – “THE FINALE IS ON”
#1 – “CAN I GET A WHOOP, WHOOP?” 

In last month’s article I listed the new Clown Unit officers for 2008.  I inad-
vertently left out that Mike “Tic-Kits” Nelson is our secretary.  Sorry about that “Tic-
Kits.”

If you were envious of all of the fun and attention the Clown Unit received
at the circus and you have decided that you want to be a part of it at next year’s
circus, come on down to one of our meetings.  We are always looking for more
Joeys.  Our business meeting is the second Wednesday of each month at 8 p.m. in
the Nile room.  Our makeup meeting is the fourth Wednesday of each month at 7
p.m. in the lounge.  Looking forward to meeting you!!   HONK!!!

Madison County
Shrine Club

Mark E. Nugent

Hello from your brother nobles of
Northeast Central Indiana.

Our Potentate’s party of February
16 was a tremendous success thanks to
President Curly McNally’s Lady Brenda
and her committee. A special thanks
needs to go to Jerry Stamm’s Lady
Brenda for all she did. The party had a
fireman’s theme complete with a full
size fire truck from the Anderson Fire
Department, their Honor Guard, limou-
sine, DJ, and very good meal. Our
Illustrious Potentate was a little choked
up at speech time, and I think his lady,
Sally Jo, may have been too. Good,
good time. 

If you have not had a chance to
be at a Madison County Shrine Club
party, you might talk to our Potentate,
his lady, members of the Divan, or a
Club member.  Please come and join
the fun and fellowship. 

Our April 5 Ladies Style Show is
sure to be a success.  Chairpersons
Lady Jan Nugent (Noble Mark) and
Lady Patty Sheward (Noble George,
deceased) have done a fantastic job.
Lady Sally Jo is scheduled to be a
model for this event. 

Don’t forget our golf outing the
end of May. 

Having fun and helping kids.

Photos by Bob Wilson



Remember Bill Bell, our big four
converter?  Well, he has learned to
become more accurate with his first
delivery and surprised everyone, includ-
ing himself, with a four bagger and a 174
game, which helped him to get into sec-
ond place in the Most Improved Bowler
list behind Ralph Parsley from the num-
ber one team of the Palominos, a posi-
tion he has had all season.  The Shrine
Bowling League has seven more weeks
in their season.  The Cast team had some
bad news, as the league’s top bowler,
with a 218 average, had a blowout in the
rain on the way to a tournament in
Cincinnati, OH, and in the attempt to
mount his spare tire, wrenched his back.
It worsened when he tried to bowl in
the tournament and he had a hard time
getting 450.  He will be out for some
time and the Cast team will miss his big
scores.

In other sports, Purdue and Butler
are setting records and everyone is wait-
ing for when they will play each other.
Looks like it will be in the playoffs as
they are not scheduled against each
other and their schedules are full.

In baseball, the Pirates are sending
several rookies down to the Indians to
train for the Major Leagues.  Some will
move on, some will stay and become
members of the tribe for the season.
There are lots of trades going on in the
football world.  The Colts are keeping
their best players and adding on some
tackles and wide receivers.

In basketball, the Indianapolis
Pacers need to clean house and get rid
of a bunch of players who just play
when they want to – it’s time for Bird to
act.

The Indianapolis Ice clinched a
playoff birth by beating the Sioux City
Musketeers. T.J. Syner had a hat trick for
the Ice and Ron Cramer, and Paul Carey

got his record 27th goal for the season.  
Indianapolis was host to the best

bowlers in the world when they bowled
for four days at Woodland Bowl with the
same winner as the year before, Norm
Duke, who had been ill but proved that
he had recovered.  Remember, have fun
and help kids – that’s what counts.
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Transportation Club
Elmer H. Habicht

“Spring has sprung, the grass is ris!
I wonder where the birdies is?
The bird is on the wing, now ain’t that absurd?
(and the final line)
The wing is on the bird!”
This is a verse older than Fido, but every year comes spring, flowers, dande-

lions, no-see-ums and bugs of all description, and the month of March.  And with
March come the final performances of the Murat Shrine Circus at the Indiana State
Fairgrounds.  

NEW VAN IN SERVICE.  Recorder Gordon Husk was able to secure a new
Dodge mini-van for the Transportation Club at an unusually low cost.  A cancelled
larger order of mini-vans made this possible.  All the donations to the
Transportation Fund helped secure this vehicle.  We wish to thank all the Clubs and
Units for their help with dinners, breakfasts, Bingo, paper drives, and all the other
help with donations to the Transportation Fund.  As you know, gasoline costs
remain high, van costs are high, and so our cost to transport “Our Kids” must be
funded.

SPRING, SUMMER AND PARADES!  It is not too early to think about 2008 and
parades.  We like to be seen in parades and to let the public know Masonry and
Shriners are alive and well in central Indiana.  If you would like to be in a given
parade or in all the parades, let our Club president, Ron Bolyard, know so he can
seek approval from our Potentate.  As you know, approval must be secured prior
to parade participation.

TAKE IT EASY TIME.  Noble Dennis Scott, P.P., our Murat Magazine corre-
spondent, is taking a well deserved vacation to the Southland.  His busy schedule
includes:  being a Murat representative to the Lexington Hospital, an officer in the
Kentucky Colonels, chairman of the Air Show Murat vendors booth, and many
other assignments.  He deserves this “take it easy time.”  Dennis, we appreciate
your ability, help, and dedication to the Transportation Club and to Masonry and
Shrinedom.

BE A DRIVER – REAP REWARDS!  If you can spare at least one day a month,
join our Murat Transportation Club as a driver.  We can always use new drivers.
Just to see smiles on these children’s faces will melt your heart.  All of “Our Kids”
like to go to the Shriners Hospital.  While there, they are a person, not just a num-
ber on a computer card.  Doctors and nurses call children by name, carrying them
into the hospital, and then maybe two or three years later, to have that child run
down the isle and grab your leg, hold on, and look up and give you a big smile,
pays all the cost, interest, dividends, everything!

This is what the Shriners philanthropy is all about!
God bless America.

Sports
Wes Kidwell



Greetings, nobles and ladies, from
the Logansport Shrine Club, Indiana’s
oldest Shrine Club.  We have been busy
working on the dining room at the Club.
It has been repainted and we are very
proud to display pictures of all 22
Shriners Hospitals along with the
International Headquarters.  Special
thanks to the Illustrious Past Potentate
Jerry Markovich for obtaining the pic-
tures for our Club.

We are also very proud of anoth-
er display in our dining room.  The
Illustrious Past Potentate Jerry Markovich
has donated his Potentate’s Fez to our
Club.  It is being displayed along with
his picture and looks great.  

We have been really busy at the
Club, just completing the circus week-
end.  We took 220 people to the circus
and fed them sandwiches on the way
down and hotdogs and pizza when they

returned.  Richard Fite and Tom Denny
did an outstanding job chairing the cir-
cus, and several volunteers helped
behind the scenes.  Thanks to all who
volunteered and helped.

Our Club is bringing back the
Shrine Frolic and Parade to Logansport.
The Illustrious Past Potentate Jerry
Markovich has graciously signed on to
be our frolic chairman.  It only took one
bottle of Crown to convince him.  This
could very well be the largest Shrine
parade of the year.  Don’t miss out on

this one.  It will
be on Saturday,
September 6,
2008.  We hope
all Units plan on
attending.

Our Club
has now sold
180 Murat raffle

calendars.  We are challenging all other
Clubs and Units to top that. 

Just a little information about our
Club.  We are open Monday through
Friday, 7 a.m. to ???  Every Wednesday
night we have a meal between 5 and 7
p.m. – good home-cooked meals at
$6.50 including coffee, tea, lemonade,
and dessert.   Saturdays from 6 to 10
a.m. we offer an all-you-can-eat break-
fast buffet for $5 including coffee and
OJ.  Our Stated Meeting night is the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month.   
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Hillbillies
Jack Hopper

Well, hill climbers, we have a new Rabban – Larry Sutherlin.  Larry is well
known in Murat and our Clan.  He takes the reins from Fred Schowengerdt.  Fred
and his wife, Rita, will be missed – especially Fred’s jokes and Rita’s cooking.  Their
contributions gave guidance to Clan 14 for many years.

Notice initiation of Flatlanders to the Grand & Glorious Degree of Hillbilly.
Let’s all “fetch” a Flatlander.  We will give them the thrill of looking through the
“moon hole” in the door and appreciate Hillbilly endeavors so they, too, will
“Honor the Cob.”

I have been acting like a Flatlander too long, so back to the hills for Jack.
Hillbilly Clan #14 Schedule of Events
Arabian Room * Music 6:30 p.m. * Meeting 7:30 p.m.
JAN No meeting
FEB 4 Hillbilly Meeting
MAR 3 Hillbilly Meeting
APR 7 Meal & Band (Gun Club)
APR 17-19 Hillbilly Days – Pikeville, KY
MAY 5 Hillbilly Meeting
JUNE 14 (SAT.) Auction/Pitch-in (Gun Club)
JULY No Meeting
AUG 4 Meal & Band (Gun Club)
AUG 21-24 Imperial Hillbilly Convention – Pigeon Forge
SEPT No Meeting
OCT 6 Meal & Band (Gun Club)
NOV 3 Initiation – Bring a Flatlander
DEC 1 Hillbilly Meeting

(April & June Meeting to be Initiation)
Larry Sutherlin: (317) 839-4443, lksutherlin@att.net (e-mail)
Band Booking Numbers: Stan Lucas – (765) 795-4670; Jim Smith – (317) 241-4167

Mini-Cycles
Russ Butters

The circus is over until 2009.
Now it’s time to start parade season.
We only have one parade in as of this
writing, which is the 45th Spring
Blossom Parade in Brown County
(Nashville, IN) on Saturday, May 3, at
11 a.m.

By this time, all of our Snowbirds
should be back from Florida.
Hopefully, they bring the warm weath-
er with them.

Around April 15, we will start
practicing in the north parking lot of
the Shrine at 6 p.m.

We have an update on Bertha
Hood; she is now living at the Masonic
Home in Franklin, IN.  Best wishes for
improving health, Bertha.

Our next meeting is April 1 at 7
p.m. at the Shrine Center.

Happy Birthday wishes:  Terry
Doyle – April 12; Dave Doyle – April
24; Larry Stanfield – April 25; Dortha
Wilds – April 26; and Melanie Sutherlin
– April 28. 

Logansport Shrine Club
Bill Michael



“Meet Us in St. Louis”

for
the 2008
Imperial
Session

in the shadow
of the
arch

June 29-July 3, 2008

Charter Bus Trip to St Louis Leaving on
Sunday returning on Thursday. Cost is $62
per person first come first served. Make
reservation through Fraternal Office. Only
52 seats on bus.

Adam’s Mark - The Hotel of St. Louis
4th & Chestnut • St. Louis, MO 63102
(314) 241-7400 • Fax (314) 241-9839

First Night Room Deposit of $191.34 includ-
ing $20 Room Binder is due by May 15,
2008. Make your reservations through the
Fraternal Office.
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Daughters of the Nile
Ruth Ann Kelly

April has finally arrived!  It is great
to see new spring flowers, green lawns,
many kinds of birds and other wildlife
activity.  By sitting at the window and
looking out, one can be appreciative of
the beauties of this earth.  Get out and
enjoy the sunlight, fresh air, new growth
and many activities associated with the
“new spring.”

Three new members were initiated
at our February “White Rose Ceremonial.”
Congratulations and a warm welcome to
Tammy Austin, Carol Staab, and Christina
Surface for joining Daughters of the Nile.  

Koran Temple No. 30 had a beauti-
ful installation of officers on March 30 in
the Corinthian Room with many in atten-
dance.  Congratulations to Queen Cheryl
Kuritz for being elevated to the highest
office within our organization.  Much
gratitude is sent to Queen Cheryl for her
willingness to guide and direct everyone
in the temple activities during the coming
year.  Also, a special “thanks” to everyone
for accepting their office, committee

responsibility, or any other appointed
task, thus strengthening our membership
base.

The following elected officers will
serve with Queen Cheryl Kuritz:  Junior
Past Queen, Cathy Rose, PQ; Princess
Royal, Jeanette Roberts, PQ; Princess
Tirzah, Elena Dix; Princess Badoura,
Sandy Kessler; Princess Recorder, Betty J.
Rathbun, PQ; and Princess Banker,
Audrey Apple.  In addition, six appointed
officers include the following Princesses:
Marshal, Carole Hosford; Chaplain, Irma
Woody; Lady of the Keys, June Hughes;
Lady of the Gates, Mary Lou McCorkle;
Musician, Ruth Ann Kelly, PQ; and two
Attendants, Doris Daniel Price and
Dorothy Tinch, PQ.  Finally, there are five
remaining officers forming the Crescent:
Nydia, JoAnn Brown; Zulieka, Carolyn
Sims; Zenobia, Mary Ellen Cotton; Zora,
Cindy Keeler; and Zuliema, Kathie Bondy.
Good luck for a very successful year!

Our Stated Meetings are held on
the first Wednesday of each month,

excluding June, July, and August, at 7
p.m. in the Corinthian Room of the Murat
Shrine Center.  Please come and attend
our April 2 and May 7 meetings and
renew your friendships with everyone.  

Sewing dates will be the third
Wednesday of each month except
December, January, February and August.
Mark your calendars for the April 16 and
May 21 sewing sessions from 10 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. in the Mediterranean Room at
the Murat Shrine.  Additional information
may be obtained by calling Past Queen
Dorothy Abel at (317) 784-2944.

Are you thinking about attending
the 92nd Annual Daughters of the Nile
Supreme Session to be held in Seattle,
WA, from June 15-19?  If so, please con-
tact our Recorder, Betty J. Rathbun, PQ, at
(317) 846-2800 for additional information
and a registration packet as soon as pos-
sible.

Thought for the month:  Patience is
needed with everyone, but first of all with
ourselves.



THE MURAT MAGAZINE30

As I am writing this article, I am
spending a majority of my wak-
ing hours at the Murat Shrine

Circus at the fairgrounds in
Indianapolis.  Murat Shriners have
been working here from Monday,
February 25, through late Tuesday,
March 4, to bring this Shrine Circus to
fruition.  It requires a large number of
volunteers to pull off this operation,
and 200–300 volunteers are needed for
each show. 

This outpouring of love for our
kids, and the love of Shrinedom, as dis-
played during our circus, helped rein-
force my love for our kids and why I
joined the Shrine.  But on the Thursday
and Friday morning shows for the
school children, we had a reduced num-
ber of Shrine volunteers versus previous
years, and it made me wonder why.

I know that our Illustrious
Potentate, Ronald M. Elliott, reported in
our March 2008 Murat Magazine that we
have had to suspend over 400 members
for non-payment of their dues.  I know
from past surveys and experience that
75 percent or more of these suspensions
will have never joined a Club or Unit.
To these members, I have to ask:  Why
did you join the Shrine in the first place?
What was your initial interest?  What
caused you to stop showing interest in
the Shrine activities?  

During the time I spent at the fair-
grounds and at the circus, I spent some
time talking to our 2008 Oriental Guide,
Charlie Crabtree, who is also known in
the Clown Community as FLATFOOT!  

Charlie and I started talking about
what excited us about the Shrine experi-
ence, and Charlie exclaimed that with
his current job responsibilities and his

current Divan responsibilities, he was
not able to participate in the Thursday
and Friday morning circus programs
with the school children.

Charlie said he most missed work-
ing with the students from the Indiana
School for the Blind as he used to.
Charlie would encourage the blind stu-
dents to “feel” and “touch” his hair,
makeup, costume, facial features, etc, so
they could understand his “facial
appearance and his overall appearance.”
Charlie said he would have to reapply
his clown makeup several times, but it
was all worthwhile to see a “blind” stu-
dent “see” the overall FLATFOOT char-
acter.

After talking with Charlie, I
reassessed my own interests in WHY
DID I JOIN THE SHRINE? and deter-
mined that having never been married,
and never having any children of my
own, I wanted to help the children of
the Shriners Hospitals.

Now, take a minute, and think
about your own situation.  WHY DID I
JOIN THE SHRINE?  Did I want to drive
a Mini-Mystic car?  Did I want to join the
Corvette Club?  Did I want to be a
Clown?   Did I want to promote my busi-
ness to other independent business
owners through networking?  Did I want
to do something to help the children
being treated at the Shriners Hospitals
for Children?

Think about your own situation
and what compels you to continue to
write  your dues checks for the Blue
Lodge, Shrine, and your respective
Units, and then help your friends and
fellow brothers understand “WHY DID I
JOIN THE SHRINE?”  When you can
answer this question honestly in your

own heart, please come back to your
Unit or Club.  As you meet your other
Lodge brothers and friends, both
Masonic and non-Masonic, remember
that about 75 percent of members who
never join a Unit or Club will drop out
of the Shrine within the first four years.
Let’s keep them active.  Mentor and
work with your new Club and Unit
members to give them a reason to keep
active.

We are working on a phone call-
ing committee to contact all members
who are being suspended for non-pay-
ment of dues, and hopefully we can
bring some of them back into Murat
membership.  

We continue to introduce new
members to Shrinedom through two “All
the Way in One Day” Classes, in March
and October, and two Hot Sands
Ceremonials in July and December.
Let’s continue to introduce new Master
Masons to the benefits of the Shrine and
what we are doing for our Shrine  kids. 

Let’s remember what excited us
about joining the Shrine, and help
encourage others to join our fraternal
and philanthropic efforts.  

Let’s continue to “Create in 2008”
and let’s continue to expand our mem-
bership efforts through the Blue Lodges
and to our special friends and neighbors
who we want to work with for a com-
mon goal.

Thank you, Charlie Crabtree, for
an enlightening discussion and helping
me better understand my own personal
Shrine principles.   I hope this makes
you all think about your own reasons
“WHY DID I JOIN THE SHRINE?”

MEMBERSH IP

Why Did I Join the Shrine? 
ART BORTON
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COMING
EVENTS

APRIL
TUE. 1 DEADLINE FOR MAY MAGAZINE
WED. 2 Ladies’ Card Party
THU. 3 Caravan Club – Linda Carmody, 

President, Better Business Bureau
FRI. 4 Band Night – American Cheese Band
SAT. 5 Ringmaster’s Banquet
THU. 10 Caravan Club – Danny O’Malia – 

Indianapolis Indians
THU. 17 Caravan Club – Carl Culmann, Grand 

Marshal, Scottish Rite 32 Degree 
Learning Center

THU. 17- AASR Convocation and Reunion
SAT. 19
THU. 17- Potentate's Hawaiian Cruise
SUN. 27
MON. 21 Divan Meeting, Board Meeting

Stated Meeting  7 p.m.
WED. 23- York Rite Session
SAT. 26
THU. 24 Caravan Club – Drew Northern, 

Special Agent FBI

JUNE
THU. 5 Caravan Club 
THU. 12 Caravan Club
MON. 16 Divan Meeting, Board Meeting

Stated Meeting  7 p.m.
THU. 19 Caravan Club
SAT. 28- Shrine Imperial – St. Louis
THU. 3

MAY
THU. 1 DEADLINE FOR JUNE MAGAZINE

Caravan Club – Shirley Purvitis – Crime 
Watch

THU. 1- Kerbela Fun Fest
SAT. 3
THU. 15 Caravan Club – Sgt. Anthony Emery, 

Indiana State Police, Peace Officers 
Memorial Day

SAT. 17 Cincinnati Hospital Open House
SUN. 18 Lexington Hospital Open House
MON. 19 Divan Meeting, Board Meeting

Stated Meeting  7 p.m.
TUE. 20- Grand Lodge Annual Communication
WED. 21
THU. 22 Murat Memorial Service

Caravan Club
FRI. 23 Imperial Sir’s Dinner with Nobility 

and their Ladies
Band Night – Living Proof Band

SAT. 24 500 Parade
SUN. 25 500 Mile Race
THU. 29 Caravan Club

AUGUST
MON. 1 DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER

MAGAZINE

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 
Shriners Hospital & 
Transportation Fund

William F. Robbins
Tarum Shrine Club/Muncie
Furniture Outlet
Cort D. Davisson
Edward D. Hutchinson
Charles D. Heinze
Matthew O. Clark
Order of Quetzalcoatl

In Memory of Kenneth R. Gleitz
Tom & Ruthann Kepler

In Memory of Francis Bilbee
Paul & Wanda Wade – Bear  Chase 
Golf Club

Trev & Susie Wade – Bear Chase 
Golf Club

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sawin
Mr. Bill Murphy
Mrs. Ray White
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Bevers

In Memory of Catherine MrQuary
Mr. Mitchell Engel

In Memory of Berry W. Cooper, Jr.
Berry Cooper

In Memory of Roland L. Sloan
Nancy L. Sloan

In Memory of Gerald A. Stevens
Carolyn S. Stevens

In Memory of Richard (Gene) E. Smith
Kokomo Shrine Club

Thanks to A.B.A.T.E. Foundation
Kokomo Shrine Club

Thanks to Midnight Riders
Motorcycle Club
Kokomo Shrine Club

Thanks to Larry & Alice Hach
Kokomo Shrine Club

In Memory of Dr. David E. Laycock
George & Tomeen Seidensticker
Howard & Virginia Ziegler
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Huber
Mrs. Joan S. Paulin
Wildest Dreams, Sue, Kay, Pam,
Marsha & Therese
Mr. Joe Kelly
Eleanor Gilliland
Ms. Lona Foss Bradford
Ms. Joan Chapman
Donna J. Schubert
Dr. William Green
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lowery
Gordon Walker
Ms. Sue Langston
Mr. & Mrs. W & J Kistler
Ms. Mari Briggs
Marianela D. Fox
Richard & Sharon Hartzell
Dr. Charles & Marilyn Rinehart
Mr. & Mrs. E. Davis Coots
Ms. Mozelle Thurman
Mr. & Mrs. James Killpatrick
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Morrison
Dr. Harry C. Fox

In Memory of James Waterson
Mr. Mitchell Engel

In Memory of Gerald W. Dyar
Steven & Susan Marsh
Tom & Ruthann Kepler

In Memory of Matthew “Pete” Michael
Daniel & Jessie Detro

In Memory of Jesse Cummings
Mable French
Marsha Burlen
Cathy Cummings

In Memory of Judith Mae Mezger
Mr. & Mrs. G.L. Faris
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald L. Faris & Family

In Memory of Kenneth Stethen
Rosemary Stethen

In Memory of Doris Brandenburg
Cecil Brandenburg

In Memory of Peggy Huber
Ron & Sally Jo Elliott

In Memory of Elmer Gehle
Indianapolis Print Craft 

In Memory of Bette Allen
Woodie K. Allen

2008 Murat 
Ringmaster’s Banquet

Nobles and Ladies,
Thank you very much for volunteering your

time at the 2008 Murat Shrine Circus.  Your help and
support have made this a successful circus.

The Ringmaster’s Banquet and awards presen-
tation will be held in the Arabian Room of the Murat
Shrine on Saturday, April 5, 2008.  There will be a
cash bar beginning at 6 p.m. followed by a buffet
dinner at 7 p.m.

Those who have worked three or more shows
may attend free.  For anyone who did not work at
least three shows, the cost is $20 per person,
payable in advance at the Shrine Office.  Please
RSVP by calling Sherri at the Shrine Office, (317)
635-2433, no later than Tuesday, April 1.
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