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Past Potentates
Ronald M. Elliott 2008

* Jerry Markovich 2007
William Wimmenauer, Jr. 2006
Jeffery P. Zaring 2005
Barry R. Cook 2004
Edgar R. McGonigal 2003
John. A. Friend, Sr. 2002
John. A. Cinotto 2001
Gary W. Lewis 2000
Michael R. St. Pierre 1999

* Charles W. Griffith 1998
* Robert E. Hancock 1997

Alex L. Rogers 1996
Joey L. Scott 1995

* Herbert E. Smith, Ed.D. 1994
Larry D. Jefferson 1993
Philip C. Thrasher 1992
Roger R. Mosser 1991

* Glenn H. Speckman, M.D. 1990
* Robert L. Anderson 1989

William S. Spyr 1988
* John R. Nichols 1987
* Wilfred K. Walther 1986

Wesley G. Kidwell 1985
* Ivan C. Frakes 1984
* Francis E. Preston 1983
* Ward L. Duncan 1982

Robert W. Wilds 1981
* Harry J. Harman 1980
* Robert H. Stone 1979
* Robert P. Dellen 1978
* Edward M. Evans 1977
* Lee B. Townley 1976
* Joe E. Woodfill 1975

R. Donald Edwards 1974
* Richard Alexander 1973
* John R. Barney 1972
* William Coons, Jr. 1971
* C. Kyle Hughes 1970
* Richard Hunt 1969
* Howard D. Foley 1968
* C. William Lantz 1967
* F.E. Thomburgh 1966
* Charles H. Ellis 1965
* Alex M. Clark 1964
* Evert A. Johnson 1963
* Clarence T. Drayer 1962
* Floyd Gatewood 1961
* Robert H. Brown 1960
* George L. Stalker 1959
* Ben Roberts 1958
* J. Worth Baker 1957
* Edwin K. Steers 1956
* Cecil M. Byrne 1955
* A.J. Sieloff 1954
* Harry Geisel 1953
* Paul E. Rathert 1952
* Glen A. Campbell 1951
* A. Marshall Springer 1950
* Max A. Blackburn 1949
* Calvin A. Richey 1948
* Wm. Bodenhamer, D.O. 1947
* William A. Hoefgen 1946
* Ray J. Sever 1945
* Ike Riley 1944
* F.L. Tompkins 1943
* Clyde E. Titus 1942
* Dewey E. Myers 1941
* Fred B. McNeely 1940
* Lloyd D. Claycombe 1939
* Granville A. Richey 1938
* Edwin E. Temperley 1937
* C.E. Cox, M.D. 1935-36
* Herschel M. Tebay 1934
* Edgar Hart 1933
* Edward B. Raub 1932
* Leslie D. Clancy 1931
* Frank G. Laird 1930
* Arthur R. Robinson 1929
* William H. Bockstahler 1928
* Arthur B. Wagner 1927
* George M. Spiegel 1926
* Charles J. Orbison 1924-25
* Louis G. Buddenbaum 1923
* John E. Milnor 1922
* Edward J. Schoonover 1921
* Elmer F. Gay 1920
* Leon T. Leach 1918-19
* Henry W. Klaussman 1917
* Paul H. Krauss 1916
* Charles Mayer 1914-15
* Denton F. Billingsley 1913
* Elias J. Jacoby 1907-12
* Horace E. Smith 1906
* A.W.W. Thomson 1903-05
* Chalmers Brown 1898-02
* John T. Brush 1884-97

* (Deceased)

P O T E N TAT E M E S S A G E

Together We Will ...
Get fired up for a successful fall season!

Your Divan, our ladies, and a good representa-
tion of nobles and their ladies from Murat had a
great time at the Imperial Session in San
Antonio. Even though the temperature was
more than 100 degrees every day, we still had
an eventful time. The actual business sessions
were very controversial because of the discus-
sions on third party pay at the hospitals and also
the resolution to close six hospitals. All in all, the
session was productive and the Imperial Divan
is positive and looking forward for the better-
ment of the fraternity.

On July 20, we resurrected a July Stated
Meeting. The meeting was well attended and
everyone enjoyed the picnic “feast” we held
after the meeting. Most activities went “dark” in
July but there were several events to note. White
County held its cruise and, as I understand, it
was sold out. Several Units participated in the
Johnson County Fair parade on July 18. On the
same day, I was honored to present to Recorder
Emeritus Gordon Husk his Grand Lodge Award
of Gold for 50 years of membership in Masonry.
The ceremony was held in Boone Lodge No. 9
in Lebanon. On July 24–26, several Divan mem-
bers and their ladies traveled to the Lexington,
KY, Shrine Hospital for their annual Divan
Seminar weekend.

What can you say about August other
than the “Indiana State Fair”? The fair was five
days longer than in the past. This really put a
stretch on our VCM food booth and volunteers,
but we made it. Thanks to all of you who vol-
unteered and worked the VCM booth!!

August was also when the Corvette Club
held its first annual car show on the parking lot
at Murat. Many thanks to President Rod Kyle
and all the Corvette Club members who helped
make this a first-time successful activity.

On August 13, I was pleased to host the
Don Melvin Memorial Golf Tournament. Thanks
to Curly McNally, chairman, and all of his com-
mittee for a successful and fun day.

The Annual Indiana Masonic Home
Summer Festival was held on Sunday, August
16. As usual, many Murat Units participated in
the parade. For the first time, a public ceremo-
nial was held in conjunction with the festival.
We were glad to receive new Shriners on that
day, and we were happy to display our
Dramatic Cast and the first section of the cere-
monial to the public.

Now here we are in September. All our
Units and Clubs that were “dark” during the
summer will be starting their fall activities. The
activities are numerous and way too many to
mention; however, many activities are listed in
the Calendar of Events.

The main activity in September is the
Great Lakes Association Ceremonial Session
which is being held in nearby Merrillville, IN, on
September 17–20. I know many parade units
are attending for a big parade in Crown Point,
IN, on September 19 at 1 p.m. Together We Will
... make a great showing for Murat.

George E. Proctor
Illustrious Potentate
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RATION
2 5 T H A N N I V E R S A R Y

Parade Participants
Murat Divan

Madison County Shrine Club
Mini-Cycle Club
Corvette Club

Clowns
Veteran Car Club

Mini Mystics
Tarum Shrine Club Fire Dept.

Murat Reception Unit
Patrol

Kentucky Colonels
Hendricks County Shrine Club

Police Club Drill Team
Transportation Club
Antique Power Club

Murat Firemen’s Club
Shelby County Shrine Club

500 Club
Tarum Shrine Transportation Van

Hancock County Shrine Club
Murat Band

NexGen
Grand Chapter R.A.M.

Grand Lodge
Grand Commandery, KT



THE MURAT MAGAZINE6



SEPTEMBER 2009 7

P H O T O S B Y C A R L C U L M A N N , L A D O N N A C U L M A N N , C L I F F L E W I S , L I N D A L E W I S ,

J O E K R E B S B A C H , M I K E M O X L E Y, B O B W I L S O N



THE MURAT MAGAZINE8

Welcome New Nobles
P H O T O B Y B O B W I L S O N

Creation Date New Noble Top-Line Signer Unit/Club to be Credited
June 6, 2009 Donald D. Abernathy William Rader Bartholomew County SC
June 6, 2009 Michael J. Baber Richard Baugh Corvette Club
June 6, 2009 Timothy D. Baugh David Baugh Corvette Club
June 6, 2009 Larry W. Brown William Bradfield II Madison County SC
June 6, 2009 Burnett L. Carnish Bobby Watson Legion of Honor
June 6, 2009 Christopher J. Conner Timothy Murphy Highlanders
June 6, 2009 Walter E. Dann Donald Olvey Dramatic Cast
June 6, 2009 Joseph M. Duncan David Baugh Corvette Club
June 6, 2009 David J. Elsbury Jerold Bauer None Listed
June 6, 2009 JamesF. Frost Jerry Zearbaugh Murpah SC
June 6, 2009 Douglas Godme Paul Monroe, Jr. Patrol
June 6, 2009 JeffreyA. Hawk Jerry Zearbaugh Murpah SC
June 6, 2009 Jerry L. Hawk Jerry Zearbaugh Murpah SC
June 6, 2009 George A. Ingles George Proctor Dramatic Cast
June 6, 2009 Michael L. Isenhower Richard Stevens NexGen
June 6, 2009 Julius G. Kappler IV Richard Stevens NexGen
June 6, 2009 Mark C. Lewis Brian Lewis NexGen
June 6, 2009 David A. Lovell Charles Merlau, Jr. Flying Fezzes
June 6, 2009 Larry D. Mathis John Mathis, Jr. None Listed
June 6, 2009 George R. Owens Frank Capler Police Club
June 6, 2009 Alexander J. Radnovich Joseph Stoutner, Jr. Reception
June 6, 2009 Michael H. Rohrbaugh Brian Lewis NexGen
June 6, 2009 William J. Ryan Richard Stevens NexGen
June 6, 2009 Michael E. Smith Donald Olvey Dramatic Cast
June 6, 2009 Thomas N. Tuttle Joe Smith Past Masters
June 6, 2009 Jason E. Voyles Daniel Gowin None Listed
June 6, 2009 David S. Wilkins James Harris Patrol
June 6, 2009 Bradley C. Wooten Christian Pedersen Highlanders
June 15, 2009 Stephen L. Light Larry Leap Boone County SC
July 14, 2009 Michael D. Adams, Sr. Harry Bond Brown County SC
July 14, 2009 Allen G. Cody Harry Bond Brown County SC
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TALK TO

ART
O: (317) 849-5050 • VM: (317) 290-5394

C: (317) 797-1201

Art Borton
I am backed by the power of
the #1 real estate company
in Indiana. My experience,
contacts and commitment,
combined with those of F.C.
Tucker Company, Inc., assure
you of a smooth, enjoyable
and successful experience.

F.C. Tucker Company, Inc.

Mark IV
environmental systems

Call Noble Mark Stansbury Today!
317-889-3744

toll free 877-627-5422

heating/cooling equipment &service

I WANT TO
BE YOUR
HEATING

AND
COOLING

GUY!

Wells Fargo FeaturesWells Fargo Features

Noble Chris Moore
Wells Fargo Mortgage

317-847-4738 Cell
866-968-0433 Fax

christopher.l.moore@wellsfargo.com
www.wfhm.com/christopher-moore

Is your home worth less
than you owe on it?
Refinance at current rates if…

• 105% LTV or less
• Closing costs rolled into loan
• No Mortgage Insurance

Contact Noble Chris for
more information
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AT GREENBRIAR
1325 W. 86th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46260

317-259-0952

AT NORA
1546 E. 86th Street

Indianapolis, IN 46240
317-815-8615

AT THE FORT
5645 N. Post Road

Indianapolis, IN 46216
317-547-6701
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ACCOUNTANTS
Chris Cox
Chris Cox CPA, LLC
14350 Mundy Drive, Box 286
Noblesville, IN 46060
(317) 752-3495; fax (317) 522-5797
chris@chriscoxcpa.com
www.chriscoxcpa.com

Scott Schuster
Katz Sapper & Miller LLP
800 E. 96th St., Suite 500
P.O. Box 40857, Indpls, IN 46240
(317) 580-2408; fax (317) 805-2369
cell (317) 752-3495
www.ksmcpa.com

ACCOUNTING/MERGER/ESTATES
Don Richards
RCPAG Financial Group, Inc.
6350 N. Shadeland Ave., Suite 3
P.O. Box 50248, Indpls, IN 46250
(317) 576-9100, Cell: (317) 414-2105
fax (317) 576-9105
drichards@rcpag.com; www.rcpag.com

ARCHITECTS / INTERIOR DESIGN /
ENGINEERING

Scott Perez, AIA, CSI, LEED AP
Odle McGuire & Shook
429 N. Pennsylvania St., Ste. 403
Indianapolis, IN 46204
P. 317-842-0000, F. 317-917-0616
Cell 317-488-8888

ATTORNEYS
Philip C. Thrasher, Attorney-at-Law
Thrasher Buschmann Griffith &
Voelkel, P.C.
151 N. Delaware Street, Suite 1900
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 686-4773, fax (317) 686-4777
thrasher@indiana-attorneys.com
voelkel@indiana-attorneys.com

Steven Sams, Attorney-at-Law
Smith & Wade
12900 N. Meridian St., Suite 100
Carmel, IN 46032
(317) 814-4030 #108, fax 814-4040
ssams@smithwade.net
www.smithwade.net

ATTORNEY—PERSONAL INJURY
Randall R. Sevenish, Esq.
Sevenish Law Firm, P.C.
251 E. Ohio St., Suite 880
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 636-7777; fax 636-7721
rs@sevenishlaw.com
www.sevenishlaw.com

AUDIO/VIDEO SPECIALIST
Chris Schaler
Selective Systems, Inc.
4230 S. Madison Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46227
(317) 783-0077, fax (317) 783-3737
Cell (317) 281-0005
cschaler@selectindy.com
www.selectindy.com

CABLE, INTERNET, VIDEO, AND PHONE
SERVICES

Michael Bertrand
Comcast Business Services
5330 E. 65th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46220
(317) 339-0516, (317) 218-7254 (fax)
michael_bertrand@cable.comcast.com

CLEANING—CARPETS AND JANITORIAL
“Big” Mike Swinson
American Carpet Cleaners &
Janitorial Services
5034 W. Markwood Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46221
317-847-6952
www.americancarpets.net
spotfreecleaners@gmail.com

CATERING
Mitch Sever
Port-A-Pit Catering of Indy
8750 Yardley Ct.
Indianapolis, IN 46268
(317) 228-9676; fax 334-0191
M-NSEVER@MSN.com
www.port-a-pit-catering-of-indy.com

CHARITABLE GIVING—MASONIC
George E. Proctor, Exec. Dir.
Indiana Masonic Home Foundation
525 N. Illinois St., P.O. Box 44210
Indianapolis, IN 46244-0210
800-277-4643 or 637-9582
fax: 634-7449
gproctor@imhf.org.
woww.imhf.org.

COMPUTERS AND NETWORKS
Steve Zuhlke
Corporate Network Services
7021 Corporate Circle
Indianapolis, IN 46278
(317) 293-5555, fax (317) 293-5713
stevez@pchousecalls.com
www.CorporateNetworkServices.com

CONCRETE-SEAL & STAIN-INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR

Brent Robertson, Mgr.
Concrete Protection & Design of
Indiana LLC
12805 Plum Creek Blvd.
Carmel, IN 46033
317-690-8666 or -8668
Fax: 317-671-0993
info@CPDIndy.com
www.CPDIndy.com

EMPLOYMENT AND STAFFING SERVICES
Tom Beattie
Latin Workforce Connection
2346 S. Lynhurst Dr. #705
Indianapolis, IN 46241
(317) 244-7780, Fax 244-7782
Tbeattiesr@aol.com

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTING SERVICES

Wallace Renn; Christopher Kinsey,
Project Manager
Compliance Environmental Consulting, Inc.
7002 Graham Road, Suite 202
Indianapolis, IN 46220
(317) 863-0008, fax (317) 450-2172
Cell: 374-5286
cakinsey@esrstaffing.com

FINANCIAL ADVISORS
Gary W. Lewis
Raymond James & Associates, Inc.
1499 Windhorst Way, Suite 200
Greenwood, IN 46143
(317) 885-0114, fax (317) 885-2609
Gary.Lewis@RaymondJames.com
www.garylewis.net

FUNERAL DIRECTOR, MEMORIAL
TRIBUTES & CREMATORY

Michael R. St. Pierre, CFSP
Wilson St. Pierre Funeral Service and
Crematory
1234 Prospect Street, P.O. Box 33045,
Indianapolis, IN 46203-0045
(317) 632-9431, fax (317) 667-0663
mrs@wilsonstpierre.com

HARLEY-DAVIDSON
MOTORCYCLE TECHNICIAN

Duane C. Davis
Big “D” Hog Barn
11091 North Kitchen Road
Mooresville, IN 46158
317-831-0484; 317-374-0510 (c)
davis@pdswireless.com

HEATING, COOLING, AND
REFRIGERATION

Mark Stansbury
Mark IV Environmental Systems, Inc.
1012 N. Bluff Road, Suite A
Greenwood, IN 46142
(317) 889-3744, (877) 627-5422
Fax: (317) 882-8022
markiv@markiv-env.com

INSURANCE
Christopher G. Conley
Insurance Associates
7255 N. Shadeland Ave., Suite B
Indianapolis, IN 46250
(317) 596-2761, fax (317) 915-8972
cgconley@netdirect.net

MORTGAGES
Randy Nail
Residential Mortgage Group
8606 Allisonville Road, Ste 127
Indianapolis, IN 46250
(317) 578-0001, Fax: 578-1683
rnail@residentialgroup.net
www.residentialgroup.net

Chris Moore
Stonegate Mortgage Corp.
10412 Allisonville Rd, #208
Fishers, IN 46038
(317) 847-4738, 570-0450
Fax: (317) 855-7652
cmoore@stonegatemtg.com
www.stonegatemtg.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION AND
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

James O. Smith
Smith Brothers Ultimate Builders, Inc.
5212 Madison Ave., Suite C
Indianapolis, IN 46227
(317) 784-7700; (877) 784-7709
Jsmith7880@aol.com
www.sbultimatebuilders.com

PATIO ROOMS & DECKS
Paul Cauley
America’s Best Patio Rooms
450 S. Franklin Road
Indianapolis, IN 46219
(317) 353-1227, fax (317) 356-8574
bestpatioman@yahoo.com
www.americasbestpatio.com

PRINTING, COMMERCIAL
Michael Moxley
Maury Boyd & Associates, Inc.
6330 E. 75th Street, Suite 212
Indianapolis, IN 46250-2700
(317) 849-6110, fax (317) 576-5859
moxleym@mauryboyd.com

REAL ESTATE
Arthur B. Borton
F.C. Tucker Company, Inc.
9111 Allisonville Road
Indianapolis, IN 46250
(317) 849-5050 or (317) 797-1201
vm (317) 290-5394
fax (317) 577-5486
aborton2@cs.com

Kevin Conley
Re/Max Select, Realtors
48 N. Emerson Ave., Suite 300
Greenwood, IN 46143
(317) 881-3700, fax (317) 889-3404
Cell (317) 590-9078
kev@kevconley.com
www.kevconley.com

SIGNS, GRAPHICS, PRINTING
Joel Hall
Sign-a-Rama
598-B W. Carmel Dr., Carmel, IN 46032
(317) 575-1805, Cell (317) 989-9586
fax (317) 575-1825
www.sign-a-rama.com
www.signaramacarmel.com

Murat Shriners Business Connection
NOBLES YOU CAN TRUST WITH YOUR BUSINESS
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Ladies’ Day Trip
Brown County (Nashville, IN)

October 21, 2009

• Trip will include fun activities on the
bus, a luncheon together, and
shopping on your own.

• Meet at Murat at 9:30 a.m., returning
to Murat about 6 p.m.

• Tickets are $30 and available
through the Murat office.

• For planning purposes, please
purchase tickets by October 12.

This book is directed toward
all Freemasons who believe
that our fraternity should be
playing an important role in
helping shape the future of
our nation. Our founding
fathers, guided by the
principles of Freemasonry,
gave us the most free and
prosperous nation the world
has ever known. Those
same guiding principles are
as important today as they
were 250 years ago.

If you agree that our
fraternity should be more
than just a social club, then
you will find this book both
entertaining and
inspirational. I hope you
will enjoy reading the book
as much as I enjoyed
writing it.

By: T. K. Bathauer, PM

This book may be purchased
for $5 from:

WT&T, Inc.
2908 Graham Road, Suite B
Franklin, IN 46131
(317) 736-5741
WTANDT.COM
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1 2 5 Y E A R S

The Great Parade of
the Nobles of Murat

B Y PA U L PA G E , P U B L I C R E L AT I O N S C H A I R M A N

The country was finally developing
a firm sense of unity and brother-
hood. The great struggle that

pitched state against state, brothers
against brothers, and fathers against sons
was behind the country by 10 years.
Masons after the Civil War, as during the
Revolution, played a role in forming the
basic fabric of the country.

The heat of summer was beginning
to leave New York City. Without any air
conditioning, most fled the canyons of
Manhattan for the cool breezes of the
shore and Long Island during the dog
days of August. But the start of school
and the fall brought the crowds back
downtown. The Masonic Hall at 114 East
13th near Union Square was beginning to
resume Lodge meetings. Dr. Walter
Fleming had an idea. He reasoned
Masonry needed something in contrast to
the serious ritual of the Blue Lodge. He
saw a chance for Master Masons to gath-
er with less ritual and more fun and even
a libation now and then. September 26,
1872, he brought 13 brothers together to
form the Ancient Accepted Order Nobles
of the Mystic Shrine. Many saw the Shrine
as the playground of Masonry. They
formed Mecca Temple and started a
movement that would later become the
greatest philanthropy in the world though
that wasn’t the plan at the time. The idea
caught on and quickly 11 other temples
formed.

Indianapolis was a growing state

capital. Union Station, which opened in
1853, made the city a crossroads with
more than a hundred trains a day passing
through. The Ober Building at 107 South
Pennsylvania housed a large clothing
store. The owner was a Freemason of
considerable repute. John Brush was a
dark haired, thin faced man with hooded

eyes and fragile health. He served in the
Union Artillery in the Civil War. Brush
was a huge sports fan. He was the co-
owner of the Indianapolis Red Stockings,
the baseball team that would later
become the Cincinnati Reds, and the
New York Giants. He helped put forward
the idea of a baseball championship. He
persevered until the World Series became
a reality. But he had a tough streak too.
When the Giants won the 1904 NL pen-
nant, Brush refused to allow his team to
meet Boston's defending champions in
the World Series due to his animosity
toward Boston. A permanent agreement
between the leagues was eventually
made after meeting some of Brush's con-
ditions, and the Giants won the 1905
World Series against the Philadelphia
Athletics.

In 1882, the world was changing.
The last bare-knuckled championship
fight was held. Jesse James was shot in
the back. In Indianapolis John Brush
decided on another project that would
change the face of Indianapolis forever.
Brush, who was raised to the sublime
degree in New York, pulled five of his
Masonic brothers together and traveled to
Cincinnati to visit the sixth temple in
Shrinedom, Syrian Temple, established
February 6, 1877. They wanted a Shrine
temple in Indianapolis. At the time there
were 450 symbolic lodges in Indiana.

Brush, along with Henry McGaffey,
Charles Meyer, Ted Pfafflin, and Cortez
Holliday, met with Syrian Temple

John T. Brush
1884–97

1885
George Eastman

creates modern film
technology

Chalmers Brown
1898–02

1899
Band is founded

A.W.W. Thomson
1903–05

1903
Arab Patrol is

founded

Horace E. Smith
1906

1906
San Francisco

Earthquake

Elias J. Jacoby
1907–12

1912
Titanic sinks during

maiden voyage

Denton F. Billingsley
1913

1913
Federal Reserve

created
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Potentate William Melish on November
17 and received the future Imperial Sir’s
full cooperation and support. That night
the five crossed the Hot Sands and
became nobles of Syrian Temple. The
five then worked through the Scottish
Rite and Raper Commandery #1 Knights
Templar to make an Indianapolis Shrine a

reality. In March of 1984, they received
demits from Syrian Temple and a charter
was issued to the new temple, the 17th in
Shrinedom.

Right from the start, the
Indianapolis Shrine was special. While
we don’t know why the name was cho-
sen, our name was the first to not have
Arabic origin. The founders chose the
name of the son of an innkeeper in
France who left theological studies at the
outbreak of the French Revolution. His
name was Joachim Murat (Mur-ah) and
he became a general serving Napoleon in
Italy and Egypt. He was so good he was
proclaimed the king of Naples in 1808. In
the Nubian Desert, there is also an oasis

called Bir Murat the general visited often
to refresh his soldiers. Actor Rene
Auberjonois, most noted for his shape
shifter roles in Star Trek, is General
Murat’s great-great-great grandson. Murat
was executed by firing squad after a
failed attempt to regain control of Naples.

Murat was now a reality. Eight men
signed the charter and elected John Brush
the Potentate of Murat. Brush took the
charter home and tucked it away. At the
same time, Brush was serving in the
Scottish Rite as Sovereign Inspector
General 33˚. Brush had climbed the lad-
ders of York Rite as well, being made a
Sir Knight at Raper Commandery #1 in
November of 1879. He also served as the
Thrice Potent Master of the Adoniram
Lodge of Perfection for two years. He was
a Mason’s Mason.

The new temple was not ready to
conduct its own ceremonial at first so the
next 12 candidates were inducted without
proper ceremony in October of 1884. At
that time, it was necessary to be a 32˚ to
enter the Shrine. A month later on
November 21, 1884, 15 men were given
the work as Murat’s first ceremonial con-
ducted by our mother temple, Syrian of
Cincinnati, and Illustrious Sir Melish. The
following spring, March 27 of 1885, Murat
conducted its own ceremonial with 27
candidates. What a class it was. It became

a predictor of Murat’s greatness. General
Lew Wallace, Civil War hero and author
of Ben Hur, and later governor of the
New Mexico Territory, was inducted
along with Thomas Taggart, later a U.S.
senator.

Once underway, it was hard to
slow down. Brush and his Divan oversaw
two more ceremonials that year in May
and November. At the first annual meet-
ing on December 18, Murat had 103
members and $75.58 in the bank. In 1886,
44 more had joined as Murat got ready to
host its first Imperial Session. Regular
meetings were held at the old Scottish
Rite at the Townsley and Wiggans Pork
House in the first block of South
Pennsylvania.

The first Imperial Session to be held
in Indianapolis may have started another
Shrine tradition. Many of the out-of-town
nobles stayed downtown at the Denison
House Hotel between Delaware and
Pennsylvania along with the Bates and
the Grand, one of the top hotels in the
city. On June 20, 1887, Murat nobles went
to the hotel to escort the Imperial
Potentate, Sam Briggs, to the Scottish Rite.
The Murat men all wore Fezzes and were
well dressed. The procession became
more of a parade and was well covered
by the newspapers. In his book Parade to
Glory, Fred Van Deventer said that

Charles Mayer
1914–15

1914
WWI begins and

Panama Canal opens

Paul H. Krauss
1916

Gun Club founded

Leon T. Leach
1918–19

1919
Chanters is founded

Elmer F. Gay
1920

Logansport SC
is founded

EdwardJ.Schoonover
1921

Einstein receives Nobel
Prize in Physics

John E. Milnor
1922

Ladies Oriental
Shrine is founded
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moment started the tradition of giant con-
ventions and the Shrine Parade.

Murat’s tradition of service to
mankind began that year. Yellow fever
raced through Jacksonville, FL, and Murat
nobles sent $100 to Morocco Temple to
aid in its fight of the deadly fever. In 1890,
Murat sent monetary help to Kosair
Temple in Louisville, KY, for flood relief.
Murat also sent aid to the victims of the
Johnstown, PA, flood. At the same time,
the strong relationship Murat has with the
Indianapolis Fire Department began by
supporting the Indianapolis Fireman’s
Fund. Murat was now 342 strong and
continued to see men like U.S. Senator

Elias J. Jacoby was the fifth Potentate of Murat Shrine and served six
terms in that capacity from 1907 to 1912. Under his leadership, the Murat
Theater and Mosque were built. He was elected to the Imperial Divan in 1908
and became Imperial Potentate in 1918.

Noble Jacoby was born on January 10, 1855, on a farm near Marion, OH.
At age 18, he was teaching in a country school. He graduated with a law
degree from the University of Cincinnati in 1883. In 1887, he received a mas-
ter of arts degree from Ohio Wesleyan University. His law background led him
to a 17-year association with Mr. Charles W. Fairbanks who went on to become
vice president of the United States.

Older members of Murat may remember the Railroadmen’s Building and
Savings Association. When the company was established in 1877, Noble
Jacoby became its attorney and a director. In 1931, he was elected president
of the association which had become the largest of its kind in the United States
and the largest financial institution of any kind in Indiana.

Noble Jacoby’s Masonic resume reflects his longstanding appreciation
and interest in its institutions. He was a 32nd Degree Scottish Rite Mason. He
was High Priest of Keystone Royal Arch Chapter No. 6 in 1904 and Grand High
Priest of the Grand Chapter of Indiana in 1910. He was Most Illustrious Master
of Indianapolis Council No. 2, Royal & Select Masters in 1907. He also served
as Grand Sovereign of the Order of the Red Cross of Constantine in the United
States in 1924.

Illustrious Sir Elias J. Jacoby passed away at his home in Indianapolis on
December 31, 1935. His legacy of leadership to Murat will never be forgotten.

Elias J. Jacoby
B Y C L I F F L E W I S

Louis G.
Buddenbaum

1923

"Rhapsody in Blue"
first performed

Charles J. Orbison
1924–25

1925
Adolf Hitler’s Mein
Kampf is published

George M. Spiegel
1926

Daughters of the
Nile is founded

William H.
Bockstahler

1928

Penicillin discovered

Arthur B. Wagner
1927

Caravan Club is
founded

Arthur R. Robinson
1929

The “Great
Depression” begins



Harry New, who later was the Postmaster
General, join Murat.

“There is no joy in Mudville—
mighty Casey has struck out.” That sen-
tence rang out at the Grand Opera House
in the second block of N. Pennsylvania.
Noble DeWolf Hopper, a famous
Broadway actor who helped open the
New York Music Hall, brought his troupe
to town. He always closed with “Casey at
the Bat,” a poem he recited publicly more
than 10,000 times. It was March 14, 1893,
and Murat began its relationship with the-
ater as the crowd of nobles and ladies
applauded the great player.

In its first years, Murat depended on
other Masonic groups to help provide
space for Shrine activities. The early years
they met at the Scottish Rite at the Pork
House in the 100 block of S.
Pennsylvania. Just before three in the
morning of November 3, 1894, a fire start-
ed in the offices of the Indiana Medical
College on the northeast corner of
Maryland and Pennsylvania. Patrolman
Cleary saw and reported the fire. Soon
the flames broke through the walls into
the Scottish Rite and by five that morning,
all that was left was the front wall. Now
the beautiful costumes and props were all
lost in the blaze and Murat activities,
including the ceremonial, were canceled.
Very little was found in the ruins except a
scimitar. It was later given to the insur-
ance agent for the building.

After the fire, Murat met once at

Raper Commandery #1, and then moved
to the Adoniram Lodge of Perfection
downtown on West Maryland Street. A
ceremonial was held in 1895 at
Tomlinson Hall on the corner of
Delaware Street and Market. The Valley
of Indianapolis of the Scottish Rite
worked hard to rebuild its building and
opened the new cathedral at 29 S.
Pennsylvania for a Murat ceremonial on
December 6, 1896. The Shrine Railroad
Club will tell you a ball signal hung above
the tracks, a high ball, which meant “go
ahead.” That December class was the go
ahead class for Murat—174 nobles
crossed the Hot Sands. That giant class
was dubbed the “High Ball Class.” Murat
continued to meet on the fifth floor at the
Old Scottish Rite Cathedral for the next 13
years.

The New York Giants baseball team
was now occupying much of Potentate

Brush’s time. Over the objections of the
nobles, Brush stepped down as Potentate
in 1897. Chalmers Brown would take
over as Illustrious Potentate and the
nobility flourished. But the need for
Murat to have a building of its own
became more and more apparent as the
20th century dawned and Murat’s mem-
bership climbed to more than 2,000
nobles.

In 1906, the world was rapidly
changing. The Wright Brothers were grant-

ed a patent for a flying machine as
President Theodore Roosevelt became the
first sitting president to travel outside the
United States, and the first legal forward
pass was thrown in American football. In
Indianapolis, a well respected attorney
who had represented primarily railroads
and was very active in Masonic orders
appeared on the Murat scene. Elias J.
Jacoby cut an impressive figure with bright
eyes and a bushy but well trimmed mous-

tache. Jacoby became the fifth Potentate of
Murat in 1907 and set to work to provide
the Indianapolis Shrine with a much need-
ed home of its own. But first on his agen-
da was to find Murat’s charter. After an
extensive search, it was assumed the
founding document was lost in the Pork
House fire and a duplicate was arranged.

In 1908, in the first of a series of pur-
chases, the land on the northwest corner
of Michigan and New Jersey Streets was
acquired for $37,000. Noble Oscar D.
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Leslie D. Clancy
1931

"Star Spangled
Banner" becomes

official anthem of US

Frank G. Laird
1930

The planet Pluto is
discovered

Edward B. Raub
1932

The Lindbergh baby
is kidnapped

Herschel M. Tebay
1934

The Loch Ness
Monster is spotted

for the first time

Edgar Hart
1933

Prohibition repealed

C.E. Cox, M.D.
1935–36

Mussolini’s Italy
invades Ethopia




